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Policy Statement

This policy has been fully rewritten for September 2026 to reflect the school's adoption of lockable phone pouches (Hush) for the Senior School below Sixth Form, and current Department for Education guidance and legislation on mobile phones in schools. It replaces all previous versions of this policy.

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8000][bookmark: _TocAnchor9000]Objectives

Mobile telephones, smart watches and similar personal electronic devices are now a normal part of everyday life, but their unrestricted use in a school setting can create real risks to pupils' safety, wellbeing and education. This policy sets out how the school manages the use of these devices so that, where they are permitted at all, they remain a positive tool rather than a source of harm or distraction.

The school's principal concerns are:
· Safeguarding: a mobile telephone or smart device can be a channel through which a vulnerable child is contacted directly by a stranger, or through which harmful content is shared or received.
· Bullying and harassment: devices can be used to send threatening, unkind or inappropriate messages, or to record, share or threaten to share images or video without consent.
· Disruption to teaching and learning: unrestricted access to a phone or smart device, including in silent mode, is a significant and persistent source of distraction in lessons and around the school site.
· Privacy: the camera, microphone and recording functions of mobile devices can be used, deliberately or otherwise, to infringe the privacy of pupils and staff.
· Wellbeing: excessive or poorly regulated device use during the school day can contribute to anxiety and poor mental health, and can affect pupils' engagement with each other and with school life.

The school recognises that mobile telephones can also benefit pupils, particularly in relation to their safety travelling to and from school, and that Sixth Form students in particular may reasonably need to use a phone during the school day. This policy sets out how that benefit is balanced against the risks above, in a way that is proportionate to each phase and age group.

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8001][bookmark: _TocAnchor9001]Legislation, Statutory Requirements and Guidance

This policy has been written with reference to:
· The Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026, which places a statutory duty on all schools in England to have, within 12 months of the Act receiving Royal Assent (29 April 2026), a policy that prohibits the use and possession of smartphones by pupils during the school day. The Act permits schools to make separate or alternative arrangements for Sixth Form students, provided this does not undermine the wider policy, and to make exemptions for medical devices.
· Department for Education guidance, Mobile phones in schools (originally published February 2024, updated January 2026), which sets a clear expectation that schools should be mobile phone-free by default for the entire school day, including breaktimes and lunchtimes, and that any flexibility in a school's approach should be exceptional and justified.
· Behaviour in schools: advice for headteachers and school staff
· Searching, screening and confiscation at school
· Keeping Children Safe in Education
· The Equality Act 2010 and the SEND Code of Practice, in relation to any necessary adjustments or exemptions for individual pupils
· Supporting pupils with medical conditions at school, in relation to any pupil who needs a personal device for medical monitoring or management

As an independent school, Kirkham Grammar School is inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) rather than Ofsted. ISI inspects against the Independent School Standards, having regard to relevant DfE guidance, and may consider the school's mobile phone policy and its consistent application as part of its assessment of safeguarding culture and pupil welfare. This policy, and the arrangements it introduces from September 2026, are intended to ensure the school meets both the statutory duty introduced by the Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 and current DfE guidance and ISI expectations.

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8002][bookmark: _TocAnchor9002]Links with Other Policies
This policy should be read alongside:
· Behaviour, Rewards and Sanctions Policy
· Safeguarding Policy
· Anti-Bullying Policy
· E-Safety / Online Safety Policy
· Uniform Policy
· Exclusions Policy

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8003][bookmark: _TocAnchor9003]Policy – Senior School (KGS)

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8004][bookmark: _TocAnchor9004]Years 1 to 5 (below Sixth Form)
1. From September 2026, mobile telephones and smart watches may not be used, or be visible or audible, at any point during the school day by pupils in 1st to 5th year. This is achieved through the use of lockable phone pouches (Hush).

2. On arrival on the school site, pupils must switch off their mobile telephone and any smart watch, place it inside their Hush pouch, and lock the pouch.
3. The locked pouch remains in the pupil's own possession (for example, in their bag) for the rest of the school day. It must not be opened, tampered with, or interfered with by the pupil.
4. Unlocking stations are available around the school site from the end of Period 5 onwards, where pupils may unlock their pouch and take their phone with them, for example for their journey home or for co-curricular commitments.
5. Once a device has been unlocked, normal school expectations continue to apply, including the school's rules on photography, video and audio recording, and the off-site and online behaviour provisions in the Behaviour, Rewards and Sanctions Policy.
6. Smart watches are not permitted to be worn or used separately from this arrangement; they must be secured in the pupil's Hush pouch in the same way as a mobile telephone.

Any pupil found with a mobile telephone or smart watch outside their locked pouch during the school day, or who tampers with, damages or fails to secure their pouch, will have the device confiscated in line with the school's standard confiscation procedure (see the Behaviour, Rewards and Sanctions Policy), and parents/carers will be informed. Repeated breaches will be treated as a behaviour matter and escalated accordingly.

Parents/carers wishing to make emergency contact with a pupil during the school day are encouraged to contact the School Office, rather than the pupil directly.

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8005][bookmark: _TocAnchor9005]Sixth Form
Sixth Form students are given the privilege of using their mobile telephone during the school day, subject to the following conditions:
1. Mobile telephones may only be used within the Sixth Form Centre.
2. Anywhere else on the school site, a Sixth Form student's mobile telephone must be completely silent and kept out of sight; it must not be visible on the person or otherwise on display.
3. Mobile telephones must never be used during a taught lesson, wherever that lesson takes place, including within the Sixth Form Centre.
4. Smart watches are subject to the same whole-school restriction as mobile telephones (see Section 4.1) and may not be used or worn during the school day.

Sixth Form students are expected to act as role models to younger pupils in their use of mobile technology. Any failure to comply with the above conditions will result in the device being confiscated in line with the school's standard confiscation procedure, and the withdrawal of the Sixth Form phone privilege: the student will then be required to use a Hush pouch and follow the same arrangements as pupils in 1st to 5th year, for a period to be determined by the Head of Sixth Form or the Head of Pastoral.

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8006][bookmark: _TocAnchor9006]General Provisions (Senior School)
· Pupils in 1st to 5th year are asked to sign a mobile phone contract at the start of the academic year, setting out these rules and the consequences of not following them.
· The use of a mobile telephone or other device as a camera, or as an audio or video recording device, at school without the permission of a member of staff is unacceptable. Where such use invades the privacy of a pupil or member of staff, it will be treated as a serious breach of discipline and managed under the Behaviour, Rewards and Sanctions Policy.
· Use of mobile telephones on school trips is at the discretion of the staff in charge, who should ensure that pupils' educational experience on the trip is not disrupted by their presence.
· In line with the school's policy on the acceptable use of ICT, staff reserve the right to view any files, images, emails or messages held on a mobile telephone or other electronic device brought into school, where the school believes there is a child protection or welfare concern.

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8007][bookmark: _TocAnchor9007]Policy – Junior School (KGJS)
1. Pupils must not bring mobile telephones into school.
2. Pupils may not wear smart watches that have a SIM card. Any other smart watch must be switched off while pupils are on school premises.
3. Pupils who travel on the school bus may carry a mobile telephone, but it must be switched off and kept in the pupil's school bag throughout the day. Other pupils may only carry a mobile telephone in exceptional circumstances, approved in advance by the Head of Pastoral or the Head.
4. Parents/carers wishing to make emergency contact with a pupil during the school day are encouraged to leave a message with the School Office.
5. In line with the school's policy on the acceptable use of ICT, staff reserve the right to view any files, emails or messages held on a mobile telephone or other electronic device brought into school, where the school believes there is a child protection or welfare concern.
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APPENDIX A

KIRKHAM GRAMMAR JUNIOR, INFANT & PRE-SCHOOL

USE OF MOBILE DEVICES IN EYFS
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at Kirkham Grammar Junior, Infant and Pre‑School is committed to ensuring the safeguarding of children in its care at all times. We recognise the importance of mobile phones in school, but are aware that casual or inappropriate use of mobile phones in the school could pose a risk to children. This policy applies to all staff, parents, visitors and volunteers within the EYFS, and covers both indoor and outdoor areas. Failure to adhere to this policy may result in disciplinary action.
[bookmark: _TocAnchor8008][bookmark: _TocAnchor9008]
EYFS Staff Personal Mobile Phones
EYFS staff will not carry personal mobile phones or devices while working. EYFS staff may use their mobile phones during break and lunchtimes, in an agreed area not used by children.

A school mobile phone will be taken on all trips. This is in line with the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, which states that providers should take contact telephone numbers and a mobile phone on outings.

Staff are aware that a mobile device constitutes all electronic devices with imaging and sharing capabilities, not just mobile phones and cameras.
[bookmark: _TocAnchor8009][bookmark: _TocAnchor9009]
EYFS Children
EYFS children are not allowed to bring mobile phones into school.
[bookmark: _TocAnchor8010][bookmark: _TocAnchor9010]
Visitors and Parents Within the EYFS
The school will display a notice advising visitors and parents throughout the school that mobile phones are not to be used in the school. If a visitor or parent is seen using their mobile phone, they will be asked to switch this off. If parents wish to use their phone they will be advised to use this away from school premises.

Visitors are told that a mobile device constitutes all electronic devices with imaging and sharing capabilities, not just mobile phones and cameras.

[bookmark: _TocAnchor8011][bookmark: _TocAnchor9011]Photographic and Video Images Within the EYFS

Digital photographs or video images of pupils may be taken by staff to support educational aims, provided consent has been given by their parents/carers; however, the school's Data Protection Policy must be followed concerning the sharing, distribution and publication of those images. Personal electronic devices should not be used to take photographs of pupils. Under no circumstances should images of pupils be posted on personal social networking sites.
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