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THE SHOW GOES ON

How the term has flown by! It hardly seems and it has clearly emphasised how strong is the achieved a near-100% pass rate with A/B grades
yesterday that 1 first sat in the office before taking “family ethos”. I have experienced the warmth of the awarded to 43% of entries. At GCSE some 97% of
my first assembly. While it has been something of a atmosphere as a newcomer myself and this is pupils achieved five or more 'passes’ at grades A-

whirlwind it has been a fascinating period,
getting to know the staff, pupils and
parents. I could not yet boast that I know
all in the school community but I must pass
on my thanks to all I have met for the
warmth of their welcome.

Inevitably the term has been a very
busy one for all of us and once again the
school is fortunate to benefit from our new
developments, The Girls' Changing Rooms
have proved an excellent facility and
represent Phase 1 of our Appeal
Development. Thanks must go to all those
who have so generously donated to this
project and I can assure all that the girls
greatly appreciate the improvements.

The refurbished Staff Common Room
has provided a wonderful venue for our
teachers, both to enjoy their breaks and to
use for their preparation and marking. It
has been a rather different experience for
me in not being involved teaching a full
timetable but I have enjoyed my contact
with the first years and re-investigating
Roman times. Hopefully this will prevent
me ever losing sight of the practicalities
involved in teaching.

There have been many exciting
moments to report. | was taken aback to
receive a visitation from an old pupil, not
unusual in itself but something of a shock
when his visit was by helicopter on the
front lawn! Our Annual Speech Day proved
a thoroughly enjoyable experience and it
was a delight to see all the school gathered
together and to listen to the choirs perform
so well. Watching so many pupils represent the
school on a Saturday has also been very rewarding as
has talking to so many parents on the touchline.

My thanks must go to all the parents who have
kindly responded to my enquiries about the school.
I have learnt a great deal about their perceptions

something that all of us at school must protect, for it
is such an important component in providing a happy
learning environment.

With the emphasis on "learning” 1 am pleased to
report that the examination results of 2002 once
again broke previous records. Our A-level students

C with 39% of these grades at A/A™.
In particular, the core subject areas
of English and Mathematics
produced pass rates of g9%, a most
impressive record.

Four of our pupils have
gone on to Oxbridge with Sian
Hickson reading English at
Pembroke College, Oxford; Phillip
Pearce reading Medicine at Selwyn
College, Oxford, Amrita Sidhu
reading Mathematics and Computer
Science at St Anne's College, Oxford
and Rachel Sissons reading
Medicine at Downing College,
Cambridge.

It is important that we do
not sit on our laurels, however, so
members of the Fifth Year and
Upper Sixth beware! Your task now
is to better that!

We were all distressed and
frustrated by the examination
furore that surrounded this year’s
results but we are assured that
lessons have been learnt both at
QCA and within the exam boards.
Thus we ought to look forward with
greater congide'nce to the whole
examination procedure.

1 am pleased to introduce
my first Newsletter and would like
to particularly thank Simon
Gardiner for all his hard work in
producing it and also} to
congratulate him on his creation of

our magnificent new website. Additionally, Mrs
Fran James has worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to make the publication possible.
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My first Speech Day represented something of a nerve-wracking occasion ~ or 5o 1 thought on
appointment. . it turned out, however, to be a thoroughly enjoyable evening. To see the whole schiool
community gathered together: with 5o many parents in atteridance and the school looking very smart
was a proud moment for me. Mr Hosker (above left) entertained us with his speech and Rachael
Horton (above second from left) produced an accomplished ancl amusing address '

To llsterr to the chmrs and the orchestra was a delight and to watch so many talented youngsters 1
recéwe their prizes made it 5o enjoyable I owe partlcular thanks to my Personal Assxstant Mrs .
‘Chrlstme Seed for all her hard work in preparation for the evening and to all those who helped 0’
make it such an enjoyable event for Sylvia and myself.

i N
A Level Results

KGS students survived the much-publicised national A-Level results crisis virtually unscathed,
indeed the overwhelming majority found themselves places at their chosen university, thanks to
some excellent results at all levels. The many individual successes have already been highlighted at
Speech Day, but in general terms, a year group who had endured all the experimental examinations
from Key Stage One SATs onwards deserve credit for coming through their schooling so well.

In so many cases, results which may not win prizes, make headlines or push a school up the
League Tables, represent a personal triumph for a particular student, and it is a great shame that
the efforts of so many at KGS, and elsewhere were overshadowed by media-driven "scandals” about

\results. j

ROYALHONOUR

Upper Sixth student Felicity Long was honoured to
meet the Queen on the occasion of Her Majesty's
visit to Preston on August sth. Felicity, one of our
Senior Prefects, was asked to represent the School
at the Reception in the Guildhall, which marked the
end of the Royal visit to the new city. As her guest,
Felicity took her father, Mr Adrian Long, who is, of
course, Head of Sixth Form at KGS.

During the Queen'’s progress through the thousand
invited guests, Felicity was selected by one of the
Royal officials to step forward and meet Her
Majesty, and she and her father found themselves in
deep conversation with the Queen about Kirkham,
and its relationship with its twin towns in France
and Germany: Felicity is Secretary of Kirkham's
Twinning Association, the youngest ever holder of
this post.

Both Felicity and Mr Long were struck by the
Queen's intensely sincere interest in their brief
conversation, and very proud to have brought their
school and their town to Royal attention in this way.

STAFF

[ was not the only "new boy" to join the Kirkham Grammar
School Staff this year. We are delighted to welcome six
further members of the Senior Common Room and we wish
them happiness in their new posts.

Miss Sarah Heathcote joins the Chemistry Department
having taught previously at South Craven School, Nr.Skipton.

Miss Claire Houghton has joined us to teach
Mathematics, having previously taught locally at King
Edward and Queen Mary School, Lytham.

Mr John Lyon joins the PE staff on a part-time hasis
having taught previously at Arnold School where he was a
former pupil. In fact, he had the misfortune to be taught by
the current Head!

We are delighted that Mrs Patricia Blackburn has been
recruited to assist in the Learning Support Unit on a part-
time basis. Her help in the Junior School has been
particularly important and she has enhanced already our
Special Educational Needs provision. As a parent herself
Mrs Blackburn is very familiar with the school.

The demand for Business Studies grows at such a rate
that Mrs Helen Parkinson has filled a great gap. Her role in
the Business Studies Department to assist Mrs Lang has been
vital and it is useful that she has taught at the school
previously.

Mr Phil Reeves has also rejoined the school — twice!
Here as a pupil, then as a PGCE, student he returns as a
member of staff to teach Physics and Biology. He also
coaches the Under 13 Rugby Team and assists in the CCF — a
real all rounder.

We were dealt a blow at half-term when Mr Ray Noble
was taken ill but I am pleased to report that he appears to
be recovering well and is itching to get back in the
classroom. In the meantime, Mr David Gough has joined us
to ensure Mr Noble's classes are not inconvenienced.

Within the Boarding community we were shocked to
hear the news of Simon Heyes' illness and hence the
absence of Mrs Diane Heyes, our Matron. It is heartening
to hear of the progress Simon is making and we look
forward to both he and his mum rejoining us soon.

On a brighter note Mrs Jane Glover has temporarily left
us on maternity leave and we are delighted that Mrs Sally
Alcock and Mrs Isabelle Gault have stepped in to look after
her classes. Additionally, Mrs Lil Dykes has taken on the
coaching of the 1st XI in Jane's absence. It is testimony to
the breadth of contribution made by Mrs Glover that it
takes three staff to replace her.

The end of this term marks the end of an era at Kirkham
Grammar School with the departure of Mr John Catterall,
our Director of Music. His contribution will be well
documented elsewhere and I have known him only one
term but one cannot but be impressed by his dedication to
the school. The care and concern for his first year form
and his immense contribution to the Boarding House are
additional to his central role within the school. The music
at Kirkham Grammar School owes so much to "JC" and
despite having spent only one term in his company I can
only admire the work he has done and wish him well for a
long and happy retirement.

Student Teachers

We welcome two students from St Martin's College who are
spending time with us as part of their PGCE course. Mrs Fisher
is helping in the English Department, and Mr Atkinson is with
the History Department. The opportunity to keep in touch
with the latest professional practice provided by our visitors is
a precious one and there is no doubt they will be very
busywhile at schooll We hope that their experience at'KGS
prepares them well for a career in the teaching profession.
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2002 GCSE Results

Last year's Fifth Formers are to be
congratulated on gaining an excellent set of
GCSE Results. The pass rate this year was
93% and all but three of our candidates
obtained five or more passes at grades
A* to C. Particularly impressive was
the fact that out of nearly 9oo subject
entries 74% of the grades awarded
were either A*, A or B; a record for
the school.

In the core subjects of English and
Mathematics 99% of candidates passed
and the pass rate was 100% in no less
than six subjects. It was particularly
pleasing to see a very successful set of
results in the newly reintroduced subject of
Latin.

As usual, there were some outstanding
individual performances and sixteen of our
pupils obtained at least eight A*/A grades.
Special mention must be made of Lorna
Sissons who gained A* grades in all of her nine
subjects.

Sophie Cairns of our present Lower Sixth has just
been awarded her Queen Scout Award, which is
equivalent to the Gold Duke of Edinburgh. For this
she had to complete five main clauses: Community
Training, Community Involvement, Leadership,
Interest and Pursuit and Exploration which is made

up of training, an expedition and then a
presentation of the expedition. She has done very
well finishing the award at only sixteen years of
age as most people who gain the award are over
eighteen. Sophie will be attending the St. George's
Day Parade at Windsor in April, 2003.

Kelda Rogerson (centre) was awarded a 16+ Scholarship after gaining some
excellent GCSE results. Results day delight was shared with Katherine Llewellyn
and Sarah Harrison.

Six months after the launch of the Development Appeal 2002

to our parents and alumni, the first phase of the planned D P

development has been built and is already in use. The pupils
have witnessed the on-going construction, during the summer
term, which has filled in the gap hetween the old gym and the
art room and overlooks the rughy pitch, a first floor edifice
built entirely in keeping with the adjacent building. The girls’
changing rooms, the first of three important projects covered
by the Appeal, have been built and, much to the delight of our
pupils, have been in full swing since the beginning of the
term.

The Development Office continues its quest of raising
funds for the next vital development which will be the new
classroom accommodation. The concept can be seen in the
Appeal brochure, showing an artist's impression of the final
building. The Governors plan to phase the building
programme and, providing that the necessary funds have been
raised, intend to commence the building work in 12 to 18
months’ time.

This is an exciting time in the history of the School with
ever-continuing development and improvement, that
perpetuate the tradition of providing state of the art facilities
for today's technologically and scientifically based curriculum.

For further information, please contact the Development
Office on or772 688124.

Frances Piercy, Development Manager
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With the Duke of Edinburgh
Scheme now in place for just
over a year it is pleasing to
note that over 70 pupils or
about 10% of the senior
school population are now
involved in the scheme at
Bronze, Silver, or Gold level.
In fact | am pleased to report
that we now have a number
of pupils who have completed
all the requirements of their award for Silver and
Bronze, and we anticipate the arrival of their certificates
and badges before Christmas.

Over the autumn half term a Duke of Edinburgh training
expedition took place in the Lake District during the worst
weather seen since the hurricane of 1987. It is no surprise
to say we all got very, very, very, wet! However, most
students completed the expedition in good spirits and
learnt a lot about dealing with adversity!

Lyndsey Tuck has become the first student to complete the
whole of her award via the school and received her Silver
Award at a recent school assembly.
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The Girls Choir on Speech Night

Those in the school community who enjoy listening to
good music have had plenty of opportunity to do so
this term at the popular Lunchtime Coffee Concerts
held in the delightful setting of the Old Hall.

There have been some super performances by the
Concert Band and from the Sixth Form musicians, but
special mention must be made of the November
Concert which featured the first and second formers.
Their presentation was quite outstanding and the large
audience was enthralled. What promise for the future
here!

But the work of our young musicians is not just
confined to school. We are delighted that so many
regularly make music in the locality and further afield,
and we offer particular congratulations this term to:

Thomas Bennett who has gained a place in the
National Children's Wind Band

Jak Berry who is now a member of the National
Youth Wind Orchestra

Two of our young singers have also been very
successful. The Royal School of Church Music has
offered Richard de Carpentier and Joseph Brockbank

places in the Northern Cathedral Singers for the 2003
season, in addition to places on the prestigious
fortnight's course at York Minster next August.

As well as preparing for the forthcoming Christmas
Concert and Carol Service — Instrumentalists and
singers are performing at two other venues:

A small mixed choir formed from Vth, Lower and
Upper Vith pupils will be singing carols at Wesham
Rehabilitation Unit at the end of term.

At home
with the Staceys

Retired Headmaster, Mr Barrie Stacey, and his wife, Catherine,
are delighted with the gifts they were able to buy with money
kindly donated by parents. They came across a. Georgian }-
mahogany bird cage table, in excellent condmon during an,
* antiques hunt in Scotland. The table, which Both turns. and nps‘,';
perfectly complemems their Georgjan home and is presem!y the |
centrepiece of a dehghtful mormng room..

Mr.and Mrs Stacey have always wanted a'good claret jug and

they came across the xdeal p]ece ina Jeweller s m Perth,”

Scotland. The jug itself is made of cranberry g}ass decorated
-with solid silver; an 1rres1stible combination for col}eetors of .
. silver and cranberry glass who enjey a fme bottle of claretf

They would hke parents to know that ‘they wﬁl always cherish
F :these splendid momentos of a most en;oyab}e and fulﬁllmg
7% eleven years at Klrkham Grammar School and send their -
smcerest thanks and best ‘wishes to all L |45 =g
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Young ENTERPRISE

‘Realize’, this year's Young Enterprise company, have had a successful and busy first
term. After careful market research the 'achievers’ soon realised what the customer
wanted and were able to produce a clear and detailed business plan. With over £200
raised in share sales and sponsorship from local businesses, the company had the
necessary capital to fund their activities for their company year.

Young Enterprise is all about learning by doing and this year members of the team
had a chance to chair a meeting in the first half-term. With four candidates to
choose from the comparty voted Stuart Harrison as Managing Director. Stuart and the
other candidates all submitted impressive letters of application, gave excellent five-
minute presentations to the company, and answered questions from both link
teachers and advisers.

So with thorough market research completed and a Board of Directors elected, the
business was off the ground. As the saying goes "everyone loves a party” and the
market research suggested that a disco would be a successful and profit-making start
to the year. The company ‘realized’ the demand and potential success of a Junior
Hatlowe’en disco and on my 30th birthday [ was lucky enough (!) to spend the
evening supervising 150 pupils dancing the night away! All had a successful night with
£300 profit for the achievers and tired legs for all the pupils!

After the disco profits had been banked the company decided to hit the Christmas
market. The production team busied themselves over half term and back at school to
produce enough products to sell at the many school events in the vital months of
November and December. | am delighted to say that ‘Realize’ produced a wide range
of presents for everyone’s Christmas needs and sales were good. Their range of
novelty gifts have been very successful and their range of ‘flashing’ necklaces,
Christmas wreaths, fluffy fridge magnets and fluffy files all made a healthy profit.

With half the company year gone 'Realize’ have done well and I'm sure they will
have a deserved break over Christmas and remember that the New Year always
brings in new challenges. However [ am confident that the company will continue to
progress and raise money for its shareholders next term. Many thanks to our
advisers, Mr Paul Desborough and Mr. Robert Dunn for their help and
encouragement over the term and to Miss Howe for all her help in her first year as a
link teacher.

Mr S Duncan (Young Enterprise Co-ordinator)

SCHOOL
Photograph
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DRANMA

This is traditionally a busy term for the Drama Department and this
term is no exception. Within two weeks of the start of term, the Fifth
Form GCSE Drama group presented an evening of Drama with a
‘promenade’ performance in two venues, the Old Hall and the Multi
Purpose Hall ! The Old Hall was the setting for a performance of 1
was a Good Lil' Girl ‘til... * a powerful piece about the Suffragette
movement which was very effectively conveyed with Jenni Gill as Mrs
Pankhurst and fan Duncan as Mr Asquith in a cast of 15. Meanwhile in
the MPH, another group were setting up Titanic using the fixed
seating to convey the idea of the Titanic's ruptured sides. Rostra
blocks became lifeboats as Vicky Biggs and Isobel Morley took us
through a music hall interpretation of this tragedy, their humourous
contributions pointing up the harsh facts of this piece.

We were delighted to welcome a theatrical make up artist into
school to pass on her expertise and skills to members of the fourth and
fifth form GCSE groups. In total some 60 students were able to spend
time with Louise Grant from ‘Grimas™ and to gain hands on
experience . Louise has worked a great deal in television and was able
to let us into the secrets of how that perfect black eye is achieved in
‘Hollyoaks' or Coronation Street and Alex Dean was given a right
shiner’ which had members of staff on duty at lunchtime stopping him
and wondering what had been going on.......Lauren Emery volunteered
to be aged by ahout 5o vears and astounded all by the transformation
that she underwent. There were one or two nasty injuries too,
including gunshots to the head, severed wrists and burns. Incidentally,
we were delighted to be able to use these skills in a wider context, on
CCF Field Day in a casualty simulation, which was frighteningly real by
all accounts! On a lighter note, Louise was able to help us with the
designs for the make up for ‘Grimm Tales'and we had great fun trying
on beards, feathers and a range of prosthetic noses while trying to ~
create the right mood and atmosphere for both the piece and the
characters. John Gladwell did tell us that his face was sore for days
after the removal of an awesome beard. We learned a great deal from
Louise and hope that she will be able to join us later on in the school
year to share more of her expertise with the Junior classes.

This term's dramatic production was Grimm Tales . an adaptation
of some of the best known and bhest loved fairy tales from Jacob and
Wilhelm Grimm. Although the tales have heen adapted for
performance, there were no given stage directions and the great fun of
this piece was the process of rehearsal through which all the movement
and interpretation of the pieces were created.

There were lots of firsts in this production: Juniors worked
alongside the Upper Sixth for the first time; the new lighting system
installed in the MPH and so generously sponsored by ‘The Friends’ was
put through its maiden voyage by Mrs Alison Walker and the enormous
stage of the MPH was given a totally new look by Mr Hill's huge steel
and corrugated card structure, which became the ‘world of the play .

The interpretation of the piece was to be as far removed from the
saccharine sweet idea of fairy tales as possible, with the cast dressed
as “urban warriors inhabiting a tunnel, damp and graffiitied, stuffed
with junk, old washing machines and rusting bicycles. The cast created
their costumes themselves and a very able group of GCSE Drama
students added the finishing touches with make up which ranged from
tribal markings through to full face paint for a dog and a lion! The
accompanying sounds for the world of chaos and disorder which the
cast created, sometimes through humour, sometimes through fear, were
splendidly provided by the improvisations of Hannah Smith on organ
and Martin Cropper on drums. Evan Beswick created six original
electronic pieces for the interval music all of which did a great deal to
convey the quirkiness of this grim world. Megan Davies added to this
too with her hauntingly breathy rendition of a song which captured a
longing for the innocence of childhood.

Seven tales, adapted as plays were performed by a cast of almost o
students, taken from every year group in the school. The evening
began with the Sixth Form’s presentation of ‘Hansel and Gretel, a
powerful piece with Janyll Rawlins as a very compeliing witch with red
eyes who could sniff out children to eat Rebecca Ridley and Travis
Peters were the unfortunate children, lost in the forest who eventually
meet up again with their father, played very memorably by Andrew
Gregson as the mesmerised husband. Mrs Alison Walker provided some




wonderful lighting effects for this piece with a glitter bali conveying
the sparkling pebbles and torches used in biackout for the
nightmarish scenes in the forest.

In ‘lron Hans, Freddie Buxton and Oliver Fisher headed up a very
strong cast in a tale which allowed these two talented young actors to
play good comic roles. We shall never forget Freddie appearing as the
Viking-inspired king on horseback, complete with coconut shells, nor
Oliver trying to avoid his wrath whilst wearing a long blonde wig and
bonnet. The Lady and the Lion gave Maddie Eaves and Nick Rhodes
an opportunity to show off the strength of their acting partnership as
a couple who lose sight of each other, largely because the boy keeps
turning into different animals! With very few props, Nick was able to
convey a prince, a lion and a white dove and this is a great testament
to his talent. Maddie and Verity Taylor, as the Dragon Princess, shared
possession of a splendid red dress which proved difficult to put on,
but by this time the audience were distracted by the chocolates which
were being thrown from the stage. The audience was lead into thé
interval by a beautifully choreographed piece, A Riddling Tale, which
showed the dance skills of Amy Bleach, Amy Dupres and Susie
Leyland.

Act Two opened with "Aschputtel’ or Cinderella as we more
commeontly call it, with Hannah Spacey as a very compelling Aschputte].
This was a radically different interpretation of the tale which featured
Hannah arriving at the ball in a Ferrarri and departing with Prince
Charming on a Harley Davidison' ( yes she passed her test) with
fabulous sound effects provided on stage by Andrew Gregson. Nicole
Lee was a gentle and elegant Mother Spirit, which provided a calm
contrast to Hannah's gymnastics. The Juniors returned to the stage for
"The Magic Table and The Donkey and this is perhaps the place to
mention the wonderful and creative work which the First Years girls
did in making the landscape of the various plays. They provided the
hills, dales, relatives, soldiers, forests, animals...you name it, all
through mime and their own creativity. Not only that, but they had
more rehearsals than anyone else, and they were never late (others
take note please) KGS can look forward to a bright future with the
commitment and energy which these girls have shown in their earliest
weeks at school. Although it is difficult to single out actors from this
particular play, mention must be made of Grace Garlington as a
splendidly funny goat and donkey, Michael Bennett as the three (1)
workmen and Melissa Swain as the very nasty Landlady.

The evening was rounded off by the Seniors again in The Golden
Goose ,with Andrew Gregson also playing three sons, one of whom
was most definitely inspired by Alan Partridge (Aha!). The audience
responded well to the slapstick qualities in this piece and Travis
Peters was much admired in a cameo role as the little old man, as
was Rebecca Ridley as the narrator, with her beautiful speaking voice.

RWinctegr00ZMElcadmasch
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This term the senior art room saw a mini refurbishment in the form of an
‘artlab’. The room is equipped with a number of eMacs with printers, a
scanner and hooked up to the T2 broadband connection we now have at
KGS.

The equipment is complemented by a small library of art books and a
TV/VCR.

The room has been very popular with the GCSE and A Level art students,
with work coming out that has been generated or manipulated on the
computers. Lucy Martin's 'FACE' (above) was worked on in Photoshop 7
before it was printed out then painted. The painting was then photographed
and brought back into Photoshop where the text was added, then saved as a
digital image for this news letter. Sharon Tsang's painting (bottom right) was
also created in Photoshop before being painted up. We are working on
editing DV movies at the moment, so watch this space.




As well as all the digital work that has been going on in the 'artlab’ there
continues to be a great outpouring of original artwork from all age groups using
all types of media.

The Fifth year continue to develop their work based on pattern that was
complemented by a trip to the V6A London last term. An example can be seen
from Lucy Rhode’s pattern work (bottom left and centre left). The Lower sixth
are discovering the 'Natural Forms’ that this planet has on offer and are explore
all areas of texture, form colour etc as can be seen in Ali Ibrahim’s charcoal
drawing (top left).

As the work is produced we will endeavour to put the work on display, like this
term'’s exhibit outside the headmaster office of fourth year drawings. So do
come and have a look as what can seen at KGS as these pages only show the 'tip
of the iceberg' in terms of what work is being produced at Kirkham Grammar.
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OLDKIRIKHAIMIANS’
ASSOCIATION

0Old Kirkhamians - v - Anti-Assassins Rugby Fixture

Sunday, 17th November, saw the third rugby fixture against the Anti-Assassins. An
impressive team of Old Kirkhamians, brought together by Mark Preston and Brian
Gornall, made sure that the A-As again saw defeat. Rumour has it that that the Anti-
Assassins are so determined on beating an OKA side that they want a return match
next year rather than sticking to the biennial fixture!

The occasion is a highlight for the old boys, even for those who have played for
England. Players returned to their old school for a day from as far afield as Cardiff
and London and returned the same evening, such is the pride at being selected for
the OKA

The match was played in a fully competitive spirit and was an exciting spectacie
despite the absence of some OKA professional players who were either injured or
not released by their clubs.

The OKA came out comfortable winners, the scorers being Alex Loney (Leicester
Tigers and England Schools) one try; Richard Robinson (Leicester Tigers and
Barbarians) 2 tries; Warren Spragg (Sale and England Schools) 2 tries and 2
conversions and Matt Leyden (Manchester) 1 conversion. The three try scorers
played particularly well as did Prop Robert Wilson (Harrogate), Hooker Craig
McIntyre (Fylde and OKA Captain) and Centre David Whittingham.

A good crowd of Old Kirkhamians, parents and interested spectators enjoyed an
excellent afternoon’s sport and look forward to the match.

Final score: Old Kirkhamians 31 : 14 Anti-Assassins

Staff member, Anna Sutcliffe, had divided loyalties, not knowing whether to support
her schoolgirl heroes and contemporaries on the OKA side or show allegiance to
husband, Mark, who played for the Anti-Assassins.

Old Kirkhamians' Rugby News

Alex Sanderson was in the England training squad and was expected to
feature in the International against New Zealand, Australia and South
Africa but for injury. Andrew Kyriacou, Matthew Parr, Warren Spragg
and Richard Wigglesworth were selected to play for England North
Under 215 v East France. Warren made his 1st XV debut at Sale v Bath
with a considerable input. Jamie Albinson is training with the England
Under 19 squad. Pat Sanderson appeared on 'Ready Steady Cook’ and
showed that his culinary skills do not match his rugby skills! Deri
Hughes is in the Oxford University squad where he is trying hard to
gain his Blue after gaining a 1st class degree. He played for Oxford
recently against Major Stanley’s XV. Rob Porteous starts work at
Twickenham and so will help keep us up to date on rugby matters.

Dates for your Diary

Sunday, 22nd December, 2002

"Young” OKA Reunion

Preston Grasshoppers RUFC : 7.30 p.m.

To be preceded by Staff —v- OKA football match in the afternoon.

Saturday, sth April, 2003
Southern Reunion Dinner, St. Edmund Hall, Oxford.

| |
Northern Reunion Dinner I:J
]

As reported in an earlier edition of the Headmaster's Newsletter. the Association is 7L
keen to preserve the heritage of the school, one of the most recent projects being LI
the refurbishment of the “Mouseman” furniture in the Old Hall. Hand crafted in LU

oak by Thompson's of Kilburn, each piece bears the trade mark carved mouse. The LUU

original furniture was bought in the 1950s/1960s, the chairs having been carved with

the names of those pupils/masters who bore the cost. The recent addition of the

name of Barrie Stacey to one of the chairs was made as a tribute to him in

recognition of his support of the Association over the past eleven years.

This year’s President, Ben Stuttard, carried out the unveiling of the furniture at the
Northern Reunion Dinner on Saturday, 14th September, which accompanied the
presentation of gifts of a silver cigarette box in art nouveau style for Barrie and
silver earrings with a Celtic theme for Catherine.




Over the October half-term six eager students, two
teachers and a team of péople from the British Trust
for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) were cajoled
into cleaning out the school pond under the auspices
of the school's Environmental Action Group. It soon
h‘e'came clear that it was not pond cleaning that we
‘were doing — it was more like an archaeological dig
retrieving centuries of leaf litter! As well as clearing
t;\e -pond itself we also had to build a new platform,
remove some old fencing and tidy up the trees and
undergrowth around the pond. - )

At the start, our ambitions were limited. Firstly, we -
wanted to bring back the ducks, which happened
within-a few hours of starting work! However, we
s‘eem"éd to have attracted more than we anticipated
because three weeks later, there are hundreds of
ducks eating their way across the 1st XV rugby pxtch
and swimming around the pond. Secondly, we Pad
to clear the area in and around the pond of weeds,
l_eaves and trees. While clearing the undergrowth
we thought we had found the remains of a dinosaur

 ACTIONGROUP

hidden under the leaves. However, after retrieving
all the pieces and putting them back together we
found it was nothing more interesting than a few
tree roots. The only 1dentif1able 1tems we did
discover were a rusty old bicycle and a popped
rugby balll 1
Thanks must go to ail that helped, especially Mrs
Scott, who was hrave enongh 0 go deep sea, or
should we say, pond diving in her wetsuit and life
jacket, and Chris and Terry, the budding
lumberjacks, who felled a few trees! - We are also
grateful to Mr. McNeela for supplymg all the
materials for the pond- dippmg platform and to Mr
Bamber for providing and erectmg the fencmg
around the pond. =

The final result is a pond that is not only ciean
enough for the duck populatmn of the Fyide, but
also for synchronised swnmmmg competitions and
diving evens off the new pond~dnppmg platform — a

kp!ace for the whole school to appreciate and enjoy.

THE MYSTERY OF THE STOLEN SWORDS

When faced with the news within my first week in office that we had lost not only some ICT equipment but
also the Waterloo sword, I was devastated. This artefact presented by RC Dickson in 1938 to commemorate
former pupil and Cambridge scholar Lieutenant Henry Rishton Buck of the 33rd Regiment, who fell at Waterloo

on 18 June, 1815, represented one of the key memorabilia in the school's possession.

tragic and likely to be permanent.

Its loss was seen as both

The police were alerted and investigated carefully while our Old Kirkhamians’ Association searched high and

low in antiques brochures but all to no avail.

Then lo and behold in mid-November the police miraculously unearthed our sword in Blackpool and returned
it to school. This represents real testimony to the perserverance of our police force and is a relief and joy to

all at school.

Soon to be encased and alarmed we look forward to the sword once again gracing the magnificent Old Hall.

Wlnter 2002 Headmaster ’s_ Letter to_Parents
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LONDONTRIP

One of KGS's most popular traditions of recent times is Mr Long's
end-of-term day trip to London for Second Year pupils, staff and
other members of the School Community, to visit our friends in the
City of London, the Worshipful Company of Drapers. Every year since
the School’s ancient link with the Drapers was revived in the late
1980's, a group of KGS pupils has been privileged to tour one of '
London's best kept secrets, Drapers’ Hall, in the Shadow of the Stock
Exchange, and to take a very special lunch in unforgettable
surroundings. This year, accompanied by Mr Catterall, Mr Taylor and
his wife, Lab Technician Mrs Glover and Governor Mrs Cartwright,
the party dined with the Master Draper, Lord Luke, following the
tour of the Hall, led by Drapers’ Archivist Miss Penelope Fussell.

In the afternoon, they were taken on Mr Long's legendary whistle
stop tour of the sights, including a ride on the London Eye. Sadly,
Downing Street, usually a highlight, is now barred even to school
parties in the current security climate, but Covent Garden shops

were ample compensation. Even the train home ran on time!

We are immensely grateful to the Drapers' Company for their
hospitality, and for their continued support for and interest in our
School.

Chess

It is pleasing to see a resurgence of interest in Chess at KGS after one or two rather
lean years. The weekly meetings of the Chess Club have been very popular
throughout the term, particularly among the 1st Years. The trio of A Bayliss,

T Fielding and M Gyi are potential stars of the future. We hope that the Club’s
popularity will continue and that the skill levels continue to develop.

Latin Trip to Hadrian’s Wall -
June 2002

The-first excursion of the ‘new’ Latin Department took place towards:the end of
Jume, 100 late 1o be includéd in'the Summer Term's newsletter

32 pupils, including those who had just finished their GESEsand those who
were about fo stare thelr Latin studies, a5 well a8 those hallway through the
course: along with four members of staff, enfoyed a wonderfol day ont at
Hadrian's Wall. We visited the Roman Army Musewm at Carvoran and learned
about the lives of soldiers at the siorthern frontier of the Roman Enipire.

“Thei we travelled a Hide lurther alone the wall ta Vindolanda o see the remains

of a forr-and-also the superbly. reconsteucted civilian seitiement. complese with
temple and shops. We weire also able 1o see'some excavation work in progress
and talk to oneof the archasologists on site. The day before they had made a
very unusual find: the discovery of Human rémains within the fort {iselfl There
was. clear evidenee ol Faul piay indicating some ancienl: skalduegery
Thanks to excellent weather we were also ahle to Have a Walk on the wall and
£RJOY our picnics dut of dubrs:

An enjoyable and informative day was had by all, and there s much

-spﬁulaﬂou about further trips amonest pupis-and siaff.

The fifth formeérs wrowned their Latin smdiﬁ with the laurel swreath of victory

by adhieving an wxcellent Mrst set of results, Tor (he Department. Two thirds ol

then gained grades A nn\" ant deserve manw:any'kmladmm for their

_commitment,
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Following a very suceessful Siunmer Season of
tennis, the Uss Girls' Tennis Team were crowned
Lancashire County Champions. This honour led 1o
their qualification for the National Schools Tennis
Tournament, formally the H. B.C Championships in
Which Kirkham Grammar School were runners up
last 'was';

I the regional stage of the competiton, the
‘team played their guarter final match versus 4
Windermere St. Annes School, which they wan.
mmnminglv six matches to nil, }osmg only three

‘games-from n-pomihle.-mihy-—six. The semi finals

;@r'e'pme'a at she South) thbte mnu-mue' o

playedemmly weﬂ 0 win six matches ove:
“The: gIrIs played in the | urthwes: inals which

Sehools Finis o 7111 and a’m of December,

Swimming

GIRLS

We have had two 'girls only’ swimming fixtures so
far this term, and a number of girls have swum in
a mixed team. We have had over 40 girls
swimming in years 1 — 6 and we are making very
good progress. Last season we did not win any
match overall, however, this season we have
already beaten Hulme Grammar School and
improved on the last season's result with Canon
Slade School. The third year team is unbeaten so
far this season and continues to shine.

National Swimming Championships —
Macclesfield

Congratulations to Alex Bonney, Kayleigh Kuroski,
Rachel Bird and Rachel Armistead who
represented the school in the ESSA Regional
Championships. The girls swam superbly in the

Junior Girls' freestyle relay achieving a time of
2:09:59. This placed us in the top three positions
and was a personal best for the school team.

BOYS

The Squad has worked well this year, and has
performed admirably. [t's been a busy term with
tough matches against Stonyhurst, Hutton and
Arnold.

The Senior Squad, many of whom have
represented the school for the past seven years
are finishing on a high note. Richard Westerman
(Captain), Shaun Swarbrick, Mark Gregg and
Bradley Hamilton have been loyal ambassadors to
the swimming fraternity at Kirkham Grammar
School and have competed at a high level
throughout the term. A highly charged fixture
against Arnold School finished with the seniors

LlNCASH SHIRE UNDER 14 TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP

}ﬁnntfer Bewhuml has pmgreﬁsed to li'te las( 1B yrls

drawing 38 all. I am grateful for their efforts,
loyalty, commitment and humour throughout the
past seven years. They will be sadly missed.

At Intermediate level, Wilson, Hingley,and Hatch
are the foundations of the squad but Knowles and
Hall are worthy of a mention in dispatches and all
swam superbly against both Hutton and Arnold.

The Junior Squad (st and 2nd years) have been
regular members of the early Friday morning
training sessions, and their tenacity and
enthusiasm augurs well for the future. Joe
Leeming has won every one of his individual races
hoth freestyle and butterfly and is a tremendous
asset to the swimming team. Stephen Clarkson,
Chris Gale, Sam Fleuriot and Tom Fielding have
all performed with distinction.
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NETBALL

The girls have worked very hard this season and have shown commitment
and determination in both their practices and matches. We are keen to
develop the standard of netball at K.G.S and are now fielding teams from
years I-4.

The 1st year and 2nd year teams have entered the Blackpool and Fylde
Schools friendly leagues and have enjoyed a number of matches . The 1st
years have played 6 matches and have won 2 and lost 4, and the 2nd year
team has played 4 matches and has won 2 and lost 2.

The 3rd year and 4th year teams have entered the Blackpool and Fylde
Schools leagues. The 3rd year matches are due to start after Christmas,
however, they have played 4 friendly matches winning 2 and losing 2. The
4th year team have played 2 league matches so far, which they have lost,
however, the team has made obvious progress over recent weeks.

¢ ly wx;n (me of its eight matches o far, but as stated jt is. early days
anqéwe expect furtiwr progress in the Xmas Toumament and then in the teague

R Hn CLIMBINGCLUB

-

N As l ICCl UB The excellent weather in the first half of term enabled the Club to climb
outdoors on real rock more often than is usual in the Autumn Term.

Troy Quarry near Haslingden was the favourite venue, but Wilton Quarry

This Club operate.r». every 'i?hursday luﬂcimme and is open to alf hoys and girls m and Withnell Quarry were also visited. Amy Shirtliff, Amy Duckworth and
yeat‘s 3 The Cluis has been ‘well aﬁended this term, and all members have - Cathryn Critchley all significantly improved the grade at which they
enjoyed the opportumt‘y 10 pracﬂse ail aspects of Gymnast;gs lm:luding Vauiting climbed whilst Carl Godwin impressed with the determined way in which
and: mor.Wapk, » I ‘ - otk he tackled hard routes, despite having only joined the Club recently.

5

s Hard work in Gym Club fed to a successful preseﬁfauon of skills a at Open Evemng,
heid on fith November, Displays of Vaulting and: Floor-Work, Ieading to a group.

| Vau}t sequence vm:s weu received by prospecmie parems ioakmg around the . -
A schooi :

After half-term the Club mounted a sponsored climb at Ingleton Climbing
Wall when twelve climbers attempted to complete twenty routes and so
collect the money which they had been promised. Over £250 was raised
towards the cost of extending the school's climbing wall and for many
this was their first experience of climbing on a large and intimidating
indoor wall. The term’s other activities included a trip to the Warrington
Climbing Complex on Speech Day Holiday, manning the wall on Open
Events and the Friends' Christmas Fair as well as visits to other local

BASKETBALLCLUB ™

Urz Basketbal% Ciub commenced in September and operates every Wedmsday after
school, The Club is open to all 15t Year boys and aims to.develop the skills and’
match-play of these young pupils. Hard work on ketball footwork and handﬁng =
~sk§{ls pays huge divrdends in the transﬁer across a widg tange af other sports !

The boys have wpmmsed hard at the siqils and are begmmng to transfer, them int@

'thetomplex game of Baskethall, Slowly, the boys are beginmng o appredate the ;
"rules, and when we play. are begimmg to show straxfmre to their teamwork. Most
1mpartantry af aiL tke buys seem to thnmughly ef ay memse}ves whilst they play!
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Dear Diary,

WEEK 1: My first week as ‘Champion’ housemaster
and it's time to enjoy and savour the moment!

WEEK 2: Decide to ask Mr. Walker to join
Kirkham House's assembly to present the Whitby
Cup. Congratulations aplenty. Remind the pupils
about the responsibility that goes with winning
and how much School and Mr. Smith want to
beat us!

WEEK 3: All quiet — no events scheduled — time
to get the House list published and plan the
year’s strategy.

WEEK 4: All quiet... more planning!
WEEK s5: All quiet...even more planning!

WEEK 6: At last it's time for the battle to begin
and time for the new basketball competition.
Who will have the best basketball players? How
do I pick the right team for the competition?
How do I outwit Mr. Smith? So many questions...
Well diary, we are well beaten — Fylde dominate
the competition thanks to the inspirational
Robert Sissons and win the tournament thanks to
a close 9-8 victory against School. Decide to
check the rules to see if I can put Sissons in
detention for all future events — apparently this
is not in the spirit of the competition - consider
appealing to the Head!

WEEK 7: Not again diary.... surely history can't
repeat itself! Tell me I'm dreaming — another
Kirkham last place? It's a nightmare — the senior
boys play well but are soundly beaten by Mr.
Smith's 'globetrotters’ and the other 2 houses.
Victory to School and second place to Preston.
Time to reflect and congratulate my fellow
Housemasters — have a word with Dr. Rollins
who is having a much better Autumn term than
in previous years.

HALF TERM: Decide to recharge the batteries and
have a deserved break.

WEEK 8: At last 1 am 30 and time to celebrate at
the junior disco! (The things 1 do for KGS!) 1
share my celebrations with the House who win
the Chess tournament in my honour! Yes, we win
again, thanks to a fine team performance from
both the seniors and juniors. Mr. Melling said it
was a great competition with much tension and
drama although Martin Halsall (Preston) was
given a yellow card for getting a bit carried
away! Well what do you expect when you hold
competitions in the Drama Studio! Anyway, I

.

The Secret diary of a House recorder - aged 29/,

was delighted to see Thomas Fielding (Kirkham)
winning the match of the day against the young
Bayliss (Fylde) that clinched the tournament.
Victory for Kirkham! (Fylde 2nd, Preston 3rd,
School 4th). Decide to remind Mr. Smith of the
Kirkham/School score, 6-o! Decide our season
starts here!

WEEK g9: The weeks are getting busier and time
for the girls to take over. Mr. Walker decides to
watch as the girls battle hard in front of a large
audience. (Decide to make some money next
year and charge for admittance!) Unfortunately
School get the better of the Champions in the
semi-final with a commanding and assured
performance. Decide to keep a record of Mr.
Smith's catchphrases for the Junior competition.
("motor motor”, "keep it tight”, and "get the
rebound”) Everyone is set for Thursday where
the girls play well again. For the record diary, it's
a win for School, and a win for Kirkham to clinch
third.

WEEK 10: Time for the Junior Netball. Forgive my
excitement diary but wow, what a match! In my
four years as Housemaster I've never seen such a
comeback! Kirkham are losing 5-1 at half time and
seem doomed. Decide it's time to "keep it tight”
and handover to House captain Kate Sannegadu

to give an inspirational team talk. The second
half begins - 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 5-5 — extra-time! 6-5
Kirkham, 7-5 Kirkham! Final whistle!

Take a few hours to calm down and chuckle
when Zoe Kirkham tells me she's given Mr. Smith
a hard time in Chemistry that afternoon! Fylde
also play well today to beat Preston so it's going
to be a tough game in the final.

Just got in from a tense final where the Kirkham
girls played well enough to win a close match.
School also play well and win their match to
finish third overall in a thoroughly enjoyable
tournament.

WEEK 11: Disaster! Mr. Walker 'confiscates’ my
diary — apparently he's going to publish it in his
Newsletter to parents... AAHHH! Oh well, better
read it through and check carefully for any
errors — want to make a good impression with
the new boss! I'll let you know how the term
ends if and when I get it back! Can Fylde
maintain their excellent start to the year — will
Kirkham bounce back after a difficult term? All
will be revealed in my 2003 diary.

Mr S Duncan — House Recorder.

School are victorious and isn’t Mr Smith happy?

e
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HOCKEY

Once again we are able to report an extremely strong
start to the hockey season. The teams have gone from
strength to strength, constantly refining their skills, and
developing their knowledge and understanding of the
game. The girls have been a delight to coach and
continue to show a dedicated and committed approach
to both their practices and matches.

After losing seven upper sixth team members from
last year's first X1 side, the youthful first XI team have
played with real determination throughout the early
part of the season. The team has played six matches
and have won 4, lost 1, and drawn 1. The girls travelled
away to play an extremely strong Millfield side, which
was brimming with international players. The team
played well, but were not strong enough to take on
Millfield ,on this occasion. Kirkham Grammar School lost
5-1. We look forward to the rematch next year. The
senior girls were runners up in both the Uib and Ui8
county rounds of the National Schools Hockey
Tournaments.

The second XI have played well and have henefited
from the large number of fixtures that they have played
during their Wednesday games sessions. The team has
played 8 matches, many of them against 1st Xl sides,
and has won 3, drawn 3 and lost 2.

The Uis team experienced a somewhat shaky start to
the season, however they have vastly improved over
recent weeks partially due to the amount of hockey
which they played whilst on tour. They have played 9
matches so far, winning 4 and losing 5.

The Ut4 team have continued to shine, and are now
regarded as one of our strongest year groups. On the
pitch they play with sheer determination and their skill
level continues to develop. The team has played 8
matches, and have won 5, drawn 2 and lost 1. On
saturday gth November the girls are due to compete in
the county round of the Ui4 National Schools Hockey
Tournament. We wish them every success.

The Ur3 team has quickly adapted from 8 a-side to it
a-side hockey and have developed into a talented and
cohesive unit. They have played 7 matches and have
scored 26 goals so far, which is a tremendous
achievement. They have won 5 matches and lost 2.

The Uiz's A and B teams have shown commitment
and determination during their training sessions and
are looking forward to their first matches of the season
which are due to take place at the end of this week.

LANCASHIRE COUNTY HOCKEY HONOURS

The following girls from Kirkham Grammar School
have successfully gained county honours this season.

U8 County Honours
Kate Sannegadu — Captain
Lorna Sissons — Vice Captain
Lucy Martin
Laura Martin

Ui6 County Honours
Caroline Deshorough
Louise Lord
Emily Martin
Fran McNeela
Nicola Rogerson
Liz Tomlinson
Kirsty Hamilton

U4 Lancashire Development Squad

Abby Wilkinson Kate Gledhill

Olivia Hawtin Jess Morris

Zoe Kirkham Maddie Eaves

Becky Sharples Georgina Fulford Brown
Jane Duncan Jess Ashworth

Fran Britton Becky Preskey

Abby Hookey brings the ball out of the KGS defence closely pursued by a
Millfield forward (above)

John Travolta and Olivia Newton John, alias Mr & Mrs Tabb show the Junior
Hockey Tour girls “a touch of grease lightening”. (bottom left)

All smiles as the Junior Hockey Tour visit DisneyLand Paris. (bottom right)




The highlight for the junior teams so far this season
is no doubt their eight day tour to Valkenburg in
Holland, and Paris.

The party of 39 girls left K.G.S on the morning of
Saturday 19th October, immaculately kitted out with
thanks to McNeela Maintenance and Constructions
who kindly sponsored the girls’ tracksuits.

After a tiring night of dancing on the ferry, and a
long journey through Belgium to Valkenburg, the
girls and the staff had little time to perfect their
Karaoke performances. Mr and Mrs Tabb led the
competition with their spectacular performance of
‘You're the One That | Want’ from the musical
Grease which set the standard for the
performances to follow.

The world cup hockey competition, which took
place each morning while we were in Holland, was
a very competitive and high-spirited affair.
Australia was eventually proclaimed as winners
after narrowly beating England.

Whilst in Valkenburg, the Ui3, Ui4 and Ui teams
played three matches. The girls experienced some
very demanding games, playing against club teams
rather than school teams, owing to the differing set
up in Holland. On Monday 21st October the girls
played Heerlen Hockey Club. The Ui3 team won
4—0, the Ui4 team won 9—o, and the Ui5 team won
2—~0. On Tuesday 22nd October the Ui3 team played
Maastrict Hockey Club and lost o—2. The Ui4 and
Uss teams played Cadier en Keer, the Uiy's drawing
2—2, and the Uis’s losing o—1. On Wednesday 23rd
October the teams played Tegelen Hockey Club. The
U13's won 11—o, the Uig's lost 2—3 and the Uis’s won
7—0.

Whilst in Valkenburg the girls also enjoyed a trip to
the bowling alley, 4 exciting runs down the
bobsleigh, a trip up to the highest point in
Valkenburg on a chairlift, an exciting quiz night and
a shopping trip including a visit to the local
chocolate shop.

Following our four hectic days in Holland, the girls
were rewarded with two nights in Paris. We visited
the Eiffel Tower whilst in transit, celebrated
Hallowe'en in true spooky fashion in the hotel, and
spent Friday in Disney Studios, and Saturday in
Disneyland itself, experiencing the thrills of Space
Mountain.

The entire tour was a thoroughly marvellous
experience and a wonderful opportunity to nurture
close relationships between both the girls and staff
on tour.

Many thanks must go to Mrs Tabb for organising
the tour and to Mr Whalley, Mr Sampey, Mr Tabb
and Mrs Whalley for all of their hard work and
endless energy on tour.

We look forward to similar antics in 2004!!

The Ul3 Team

The Ul4 Team

The Hallowe’en Team
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Ist XV 2002 - 2003 Season

1st XV

At the time of submitting this brief account of the 1st
XV rugby season, four matches have still to be played
but the record is

P8 wé D1 Li

For - 214: Against - 55.

After a pre-season tour to Carmarthenshire, where the
players received a wake-up call by being pitted against
elite Welsh players who had trained with Welsh
Development squads and their clubs all summer, the
team was pitched into two very hard games.

In the first game, KGS dominated possession but
could only draw with Manchester GS. The second
match against Colston's was the highlight of the term
so far. Colston's have won the Tyndale tournament,
the St Joseph's Ipswich tournament and all their
matches most of them easily but were given the
sternest of tests by KGS. They said KGS made them

look poor in the second half. KGS won ample
possession all game but gave away two soft tries in the
first half to be o - 19 unnecessarily down at half time.
In the second half, KGS turned possession into points
gaining increasing authority and almost gained a draw
but eventually lost 10 - 19.

Since the Colston's game all matches have been won
but the team has played in fits and starts with bouts of
outstanding play being usually prefaced by a period of
lethargy. If the team plays to its full potential for the
whole match then it will be truly formidable.

Danny Greenhalgh, Martin Halsall, Matthew Gargett
and Mark Darlington have all played for Lancashire 18
Group whilst Tom Albinson, James Cooper, Adam
Kwasnicki, Mike Marshall and Richard Westerman have
all played for Lancashire ‘A’. Marcus Jackson has been
selected to play for Lancashire 16 Group. Martin
Halsall is training with England Under 1g9s and Stuart
Blackburn is training with Lancashire Under 19s.

Action from the King Edward & Queen Mary School v Ist XV victory

2nd XV

P7 w3 L4 Fio2 Ai33
The second fifteen have played some very good rugby
this term and as a result there have been good wins
against King Edward & Queen Mary School, Wirral GS
and RGS Newcastle. As a result of these performances,
the likes of Adam Kyriacou, Adam Kwasnicki, Terry
Ogdin and Luke Talbot have pushed themselves into
the frame for first fifteen places. However, at times,
the team has played inconsistently within games and
the close defeats, by less than one score, at
Manchester and Woodhouse Grove, could quite easily
have been turned into victories, had there not been
lapses in concentration. The defeat against Lancaster,
in dreadful conditions, was by two scores, but again
the result should have been a lot closer. Lancaster
took the lead with 'five minutes’ to go and they scored
again in the seventh minute of injury time!

Playing Colston’s Collegiate in the second match of
the season was a real eye opener. Evei“ything they did
was at the highest skill level and at great speed. The
second team spent the afternoon chasing shadows. A
number of people were heard to comment that
Colston’s would be a match for many first teams, let
alone second teams. It showed what could be done
and should have given the players a level to aim for,
but, as has already been said, the second team lack
the consistency to play at that high level.

, With dedicated training, there are still enough
matches left for the team to show their true worth and
end the season producing a consistently high standard
of rugby.

Ui6 XV
P w L F A
7 3 4 89 145

The season began with an encouraging game against
Manchester Grammar School using the whole ‘A’ squad
available in the ‘}')roces's. Kirkham had the bést of the
initial exchanges but could not quite match



Manchester Grammar School in the backs. A win
followed at Heysham 24-0 but then two losses first
unluckily at Woodhouse Grove and then
comprehensively to an excellent Newcastle Grammar
School team comprising of seven County players. The
season seemed to take an even worse turn with a
home loss to Ripley St Thomas 36-0 but was salvaged
by a huge win over Lancaster Royal Grammar School
12-5. The team’s confidence seemed to return, the
tackling and overall commitment was superb and the
genuine belief and determination to win showed no
bounds.

Two of the squad, Marcus Jackson and Tom Armer
had deservedly been selected for Lancashire Under 16's
Squad who so far have won both their matches against
Ulster and Cumbria. Marcus has also been a regular in
the 1st XV.

Uis XV

Since the final game of last season at home to Warwick
School, there has been considerable improvement
throughout the squad both in attitude and performance on
the field. Technically there has also been a significant
development both from the forwards and backs. We are
now able to hold our own, against top quality opposition,
and defensively we are much more comfortable with
ourselves and better organised.

The front row squad of Oliver Cawdell, Jason Koo,
Alex Dean, Matthew Rossall and David Shaw, have
arguably made the most improvement, both in
scrummaging and in defence around the rucks and mauls.
The lock forwards after a slow start, are now learning
their roles and getting to grips with the fundamentals.
Both Adam Taylor and James Best have worked extremely
hard this term particularly in training and their efforts
and commitment are beginning to come to fruition. The
back row under the leadership of Philip Shopland-Reed
gets better each game. Sam Dunn and Mathew Barnes are
the stalwarts of the side, and all three work tirelessly
throughout every game and are a credit to the squad.

The backs under the Captaincy of Oliver Moore are
beginning to look a formidable unit, both in defence and
attack. Oliver and Mark Hodgkinson continue to combine
well and can exploit any defence at a moment’s notice.
Matthew Eves, William Hawtin, Alan Wright and Andrew
Hatch are working well together, and despite coming up
against much higger opposition, never let the side down
and always work as a unit — and give everything.

At the time of writing, the team have their biggest test
against Sedbergh. It is without doubt our Cup Finall 1
only hope all the help, guidance and technical support
they have received from the 1st XV Coach — Mr Trenhaile
pays dividends and they produce a result that they are
capable of.

To conclude, the Urs have made massive strides and it
is without doubt a squad game, and all 32 members of the
rughy squad have played their part, but we are only part
way through the season and there is still a considerable
way to go. We must maintain our efforts and strive for
excellence.

U4 XV
Pio w8 I2 Do

The Ui4 'A’ XV have had a challenging but rewarding start
to their season. The team has played well generally, but
lapses in concentration and naive play has resulted in two
defeats (Manchester Grammar School and Newcastle Royal
Grammar School) against strong opposition.

However, the team is now working hard to get fitter
and tactical acumen is now starting to become apparent.
The two victories against Ripley School and Lancaster
Royal Grammar School are two examples of games in
which the team overcame strong opposition through
application of a game plan.

Recent cancellations have thwarted progress, but it is
hoped we can have a good run in the Lancashire Cup, and
a successful Sevens campaign next Spring.

The Isle of Man Ul 4 squad

B XV
Ps Wo Ls

Despite disappointing results, the 'B’ XV is making good
progress. They are working hard to improve their skills
and organisation in game situations. Their lack of
physical presence is the main contributory reason for the
defeats. If they continue to develop their skills when they
grow they will be able to compete more evenly with their
opponents. 1 am particularly pleased with the hard work
of some of the new pupils to the school and look forward
to the time when many of the 'B’ XV will be competing for
places with the "A" XV.

U3 XV

'A’ Team

P9 Wy Do L2
Isle of Man

P2 Wi Do Lt
‘B’ Team

Ps Wo Do Ls

The Ur3 Squad have made an impressive start to the
season with coveted victories away at Newcastle Roval
Grammar School and at home to local rivals Lancaster
Royal Grammar School. In both of these matches, the
team showed the high standards of which they are
capable; ferocious rucking and mauling from the pack
and straight, hard running from the back line. )
However, lapses in concentration and ill-discipline
have allowed the opposition to snatch victory from the
jaws of defeat at both Wirral Grammar School and

King Edward and Queen Mary School, Lytham.

The relatively small pack has improved greatly this
year. The back row of James Edgar, Jon Crankshaw
and Patrick Bell has been the envy of many coaches
when they are seen flying into tackles and to
breakdowns. Harry Eakins has impressed at hooker,
and props Matthew Bamber and Alistair Carter have
been formidable in attack and defence.

The majority of points this year have been scored
by the backs. Matthew Davies has developed a more
rounded game and the new centre pairing of David
Kos and Joe Brown can be devastating at pace. Good
handling and running has allowed winger Sam Geny
room to manoeuvre with great effect. The squad is
particularly strong with players such as Andrew
Brown, James Walker and Christian Martin-Roffey who
are all both interchangeable and reliable.

It is hoped that the squad can continue to improve
on their self-control as the season carries on. It is on
this factor that important fixtures are won or lost.

Uiz XV

It has been a tough few weeks for the Ui2's, as many

of them had never played competitive rugby at school
before. With A and B Squads training on Monday and
Friday evenings the boys are beginning to pick up the
basics of rughy and had wins against QEGS Blackburn
(20-0) and the B team beat Calday Grange away (10-5).
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Young Kirkhamians' Christmas Reunion at
Preston Grasshoppers
Sunday, 22 December, 2002, at 7.30 pm.

Examinations for 11+ Entry in September, 2002
Saturday, 18 January, 2003, at 9.00 am.

Normandy Military Band Concert in the New Hall
Wednesday, 29 January, 2003, at 7.30 pn.

Sixth Form Open Evening in the New Hall
Wednesday, 5 March, 2003, at 7.30 pm.

Spring Concert in the New Hall
To be arranged.

Sixth Form Scholarship Examinations
Thursday, 13 March, Friday, 14 March, 2003.

Founders' Day Service at St Michael's Church, Kirkham
Tuesday, 1 April, 2003, at 2.30 pm.

0Old Kirkhamians' Association Southern Dinner
St Edmund Hall, Oxford
Saturday, 5 April, 2003.

The Fearless Brothers at the Winter Ball

After two very successful years, Dana Gledhill and Sarah Fulford-Brown stepped down
from office at the Friends' AGM in September. Vivienne Ashworth and [ were elected to
replace them and it’s a hard act to follow. We welcome our new Headmaster and Mrs
Walker, who have joined our Committee and thank them for their support and
encouragement. The Committee now has twenty-seven members and five ex-officio
members.

The FKGS 100 Club this year has increased by 12% with 185 numbers allocated. If we
maintain this growth, we will soon have to change the name to the 200 Club and of
course increase the prizes yet again! The list of winners and number allocations are just
two of the many pages the Friends plan to put up on the school’s new website. The link
to the Friends being on the school's homepage.

The Autumn Term is always very busy for the Friends in supporting both the Junior
and Senior schools at Prospective and New Parents’ events as well as planning and
preparing for the Friends' Winter Ball and Christmas Fair. This year the Winter Ball was
held at the De Vere Hotel in Blackpool and was as successful as ever. Revellers danced
the night away to a disco and the 'Fearless Brothers’ live band until the early hours. My
thanks to Julie Thackray and Simon and Sarah Fulford-Brown for organising the event and
to the other members for helping and giving a marvellous time to us all. The Christmas
Fair proved another success. The hustle and bustle of a busy bazaar interspersed with a
variety of games made for an exciting event and culminated in the school choir singing
carols. My thanks to Vivienne Ashworth for her frugal purchasing of hundreds of prizes,
presents and toys for stalls which enabled more profit to be made and to all the many
helpers, both on the Committee and on the day, for which this type of event relies
heavily.

The Friends this year gave £9,000 towards the recently installed theatrical lighting in the
MPH and also £3,000 towards the new School Website.

My thanks to all the parents who supported these events.
. The Uniform Shop is now open five afternoons a week from

Wishing you all a Merry Xmas, 12.00 noon to 5.00 p.m. (Term time only)

Robert Dunn
Chairman of the Friends.
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