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CHARGES AND 
REMISSIONS POLICY 




Kirkham and Wesham Primary School
Introduction
This policy sets out the arrangements for charging for school activities and for remissions (reductions or waivers of charges) at Kirkham and Wesham Primary School.
The policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 1996 (Sections 449–462) and the Department for Education guidance “Charging for School Activities – Departmental advice for governing bodies, school leaders, school staff and local authorities” (May 2018).
The governing body recognises the valuable contribution that educational visits, activities and experiences can make to pupils’ education and personal development. The school aims to ensure that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum and that no child is excluded from an activity because of financial hardship.
This policy will be reviewed periodically by the governing body.

Activities without charge
No charge will be made for:
• education provided during school hours, including materials, equipment and transport provided during school hours to take pupils between the school and the activity
• education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum
• education provided outside school hours if it forms part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school
• religious education
• instrumental or vocal tuition that is part of the National Curriculum
• the first programme of instrumental or vocal tuition where the whole class engages with the programme as part of wider opportunities

Voluntary Contributions
Kirkham and Wesham Primary School may ask parents or carers for voluntary contributions to support activities organised during school time. These contributions help to cover the costs of activities that enrich pupils’ educational experiences.
The following principles apply:
• contributions are entirely voluntary
 • pupils will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents or carers make a contribution
 • no child will be excluded from an activity because their parents or carers cannot or do not contribute
If an activity cannot take place without sufficient voluntary contributions, this will be explained to parents at the planning stage. If insufficient contributions are received, the activity may be cancelled.
Examples of activities for which voluntary contributions may be requested include:
• educational visits and trips
 • swimming lessons
 • visiting speakers, theatre groups or workshops
 • enrichment activities that enhance the curriculum
Parents may be offered the opportunity to pay in instalments if appropriate.

Chargeable Activities
The school may charge for certain activities, provided that the charge does not exceed the actual cost of providing the activity.
Chargeable activities may include:
• educational or other activities provided wholly or mainly outside school hours that are not part of the National Curriculum, not part of a prescribed public examination syllabus and not part of religious education
• board and lodging on residential visits (subject to remission arrangements)
• instrumental or vocal music tuition that takes place during or outside the school day where the tuition is requested by parents or carers
• the cost of replacing or repairing items that have been lost or damaged due to wilful or careless behaviour

Residential Visits
The school may charge for board and lodging on residential visits. However, charges for board and lodging will be remitted for pupils whose parents or carers are in receipt of certain qualifying benefits (see remissions section).
No charge will be made for the education provided during the residential visit where it takes place during school hours or forms part of the National Curriculum.

Additional services and lettings
The school may provide facilities or services to external users outside school hours. Charges for the use of school facilities will be set by the governing body and will normally cover the cost of providing the service.
External providers running clubs or activities on school premises are responsible for setting and collecting their own charges.

Breakages and Damages
Where school property has been damaged or lost as a result of a pupil’s wilful behaviour, the school may request that parents or carers contribute towards the cost of repair or replacement.
Each situation will be considered individually by the headteacher.

Remissions
The governing body recognises that some families may experience financial hardship and aims to ensure that pupils are not disadvantaged.
Charges for board and lodging on residential visits will be remitted for pupils whose parents or carers receive one or more of the following benefits:
• Income Support
 • Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
 • Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
 • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
 • the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
 • Child Tax Credit (provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family income does not exceed the statutory threshold)
 • Universal Credit with an annual net earned income not exceeding the government threshold
The headteacher and governing body may also choose to remit charges fully or partly in exceptional circumstances where financial hardship is identified.
Parents or carers who are experiencing difficulty in meeting the cost of an activity are encouraged to speak confidentially with the headteacher or school office.
Review
This policy will be reviewed regularly by the governing body to ensure it remains compliant with legislation and guidance.
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