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The context of Religious Education
As a community school, Religious Education is taught in accordance with the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus 'Searching for Meaning'.  This is an ambitious curriculum and outlines the curriculum intent and methods of implementation that will enable all pupils to achieve well and attain high level outcomes by the end of each key stage. The curriculum is taught from Reception to Y6 and reflects the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religious traditions represented in Great Britain. 

The syllabus aims to support pupil's personal search for meaning as they explore what it means to be human. It follows the Lancashire' Field of Enquiry' medium term planning model but also specifies knowledge and skills which build towards clear goals at the end of each key stage. This ensures that the curriculum is progressive, clearly sequenced and suitably ambitious. It is rooted in disciplinary knowledge based in theology, social sciences and philosophy. 

We recognise the variety of religious and non-religious backgrounds from which our pupils come. The taught syllabus is not designed to convert pupils, or to promote a particular religion or religious belief. As a school we maintain that teaching about religions and worldviews should be sufficiently fair, balanced and open.  We aim to promote mutual respect and understanding, whilst not undermining or ignoring the role of families and religious or belief organisations in transmitting values to successive generations.  

1. Purpose and Aims of Religious Education
We believe that studying religious and non-religious worldviews is essential if pupils are to be well prepared for life in our increasingly diverse society. Pupils need to acquire the necessary knowledge and skills to make sense of the complex world in which they live so that they can 'respect religious and cultural differences and contribute to a cohesive and compassionate society' (RE Review 2013).

RE provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. Pupils learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express insights in response, and to agree or disagree respectfully. 

Pupils are encouraged to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences so that they can hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religions and worldviews whilst respecting the views of others.

2. Curriculum Structure & Implementation
At KWPS every class is taught a weekly RE lesson.  Lessons follow the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus for RE which is designed around a key question in each year group, with each question linking back to the overarching field of enquiry question, “What it means to be human?”

The enquiry approach followed by the syllabus sees pupils work through four main strands as they develop their understanding of religions.  The strands are:
· Shared Human Experience – an experience that is common to all human beings. 
· Beliefs and Values – examining the core beliefs and values at the heart of a faith. 
· Living Religious Tradition – exploring the way in which a religions core beliefs and values show in members’ everyday life.
· Search for Personal Meaning – how has the exploration of the religious beliefs, values and traditions developed my beliefs.


Whilst exploring stands the pupils will learn about three major faiths.  These faiths, Christianity, Islam and Hindu Dharma, are taught in each year alongside one additional faith. The curriculum is structured so that pupils continually revisit their knowledge and then gain a deeper understanding of the beliefs, values and traditions of the faiths explored as they repeat religions and move through school. The key question in each Year group reflects this.  Key questions are: 
· EYFS: Where do we belong? 
· Year 1: What do people say about God? – exploring basic beliefs about God. 
· Year 2: How do we respond to the things that really matter? – Exploring how people of different faiths might respond to God – e.g. prayer. 
· Year 3: Who should we follow? – exploring key individuals or groups different faiths may look up to. 
· Year 4: How should we live our lives? – explore how being part of a faith can impact someone’s life.
· Year 5: Where can we find guidance about how to live our lives? – exploring how people of different faiths can find support and help in how to live their life. 
· Year 6: Is life like a journey? – exploring key milestones and rites of passage in different faiths.

Further details of termly units studied in each Year group can found on the RE Overview on the school website.  A detailed breakdown of these units is then located RE Curriculum overview document.  

3. Curriculum Implementation – how we teach Religious Education well 
RE learning begins in EYFS where pupils predominantly focus their studies on “Understanding the World” through exploring the cultures and traditions of people, cultures and communities.  Lessons are based on the key concepts of celebrations, special places, bravery, traditions and significant religious and special stories.  Enrichment activities also allow the pupils to participate in our Nativity production, visit local religious buildings and welcome religious visitors.  

EYFS learning provides children with a solid foundation to their learning and helps them to start to explore diversity, tolerance and community.  The recording of any work or lesson activities in EYFS is through the class floor book which may include images, discussions notes or pupil’s thoughts or reflections.
 
As children move into KS1, and then KS2, the teaching of RE units is centred around a question that children investigate through subsequent lessons.  During lessons, we then provide further opportunities to ask pupils challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about Gods, themselves and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human.   Learning is further enhanced through the use of artefacts, visits to religious buildings and religious visitors.   
 
Pupils are given opportunities to learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express insights in response, and to agree or disagree respectfully.  In turn, they are then encouraged to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences so that they can hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religions and worldviews whilst respecting the views of others.  All lessons are adapted appropriately to support the needs of pupils of all abilities.   
 
Through the teaching of the curriculum pupils are provided opportunities to revisit religions and themes to enable them to reinforce and consolidate their religious understanding and knowledge.  Religions covered are Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Hinduism and work covered also directly impacts our pupils Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development.     

When completing units, all children in KS1 & KS2 have a RE book which is used to record learning through written work and photographs. Teachers of all key stages may also wish to assess children through oral responses and group tasks.  

In conclusion, we fully understand that studying religious and non-religious worldviews is essential if pupils are to be well prepared for life in our increasingly diverse society. To enable this, pupils need to acquire the necessary knowledge and skills to make sense of the complex world in which they live so that they can 'respect religious and cultural differences and contribute to a cohesive and compassionate society' (RE Review 2013). 







4. Assessment recording and reporting
By providing a rich and thought provoking RE curriculum, we hope to inspire, engage, motivate and education our pupils.   Our inclusive, balanced and respectful teaching allows pupils to start to make sense of the complex world we live in an age-appropriate manner.  We hope, in turn, that pupils will develop respectful, balanced and informed views about others and the beliefs they hold.   
 
The evidence of the impact of our curriculum can been measured through floor books, written work, class discussions, data analysis, tracking and pupil interviews.  The subject leader regularly monitors these areas of evidence to ensure progression and skills development across the year.   

Due to the main element of RE learning being exploring the key beliefs, values and traditions these are the areas that children will be assessed on at the end of each year group.  Assessment of pupil’s work is on-going throughout each unit via their oral responses and written work.  At the end of the unit, pupils will also be asked to answer the unit’s Key Question as a short assessment task.
 
At the end of the school year, pupils are assessed by class teachers and identified as working below, in line or above year group expectations.  Results are entered on the school tracking system for the subject leader and SLT to review progress across the school.  The results for Year 2 and Year 6 are also submitted to the Local Authority.   
 
In EYFS pupils are assessed using the Baseline Assessment at the start of the year and against the Early Learning Goals at the end of the year. However, there is no specific assessment for RE as it is encompassed in many strands of learning.    
 
Parents/Guardians are informed of pupil progress in RE through pupil progress meetings and end of year reports. 

5. Equal Opportunuties 
RE is taught in accordance with our school's Equality Opportunity Policy. Stereotypes are avoided. Attempts are made to ensure that examples of religious figures reflect all aspects of diversity within society.

Pupils will develop a sense of citizenship through many aspects of the explicit RE curriculum.  Links will be made with people and communities within the locality.

The RE curriculum makes a significant contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development and awareness of Prevent and British values.

6. Links with other subjects 
Although RE is taught as a separate subject discipline, opportunities arise in lessons for children to apply skills from other subject areas. For example, in English, art, drama, computing, technology. This ensures that the curriculum is taught in a creative and engaging manner as well as being knowledge rich and ambitious.

7. Monitoring & Evaluation
Standard self-evaluation procedures are used to monitor and evaluate pupil achievement, the quality of teaching and the effectiveness of curriculum provision in RE.

The subject leader will maintain an overview of the intent, implementation and impact of RE through monitoring tasks included with the school's overall monitoring schedule. This may involve reporting to SLT and Governors to support evaluations and contribute to the school's 'self-evaluation' in preparation for the next Ofsted inspection.

It is the statutory duty of the governing body to ensure that:
· Religious Education is included in the basic curriculum and that the school meets its statutory duties.
· Sufficient time and resources are devoted to Religious Education to provide a curriculum of quality. 

8. Withdrawal
We note the Human Right of parents to withdraw their children from RE and of teachers to withdraw from teaching the subject. We aim to provide an open curriculum which can be taught to all pupils, by all staff. 

Teachers are asked to refer to the head teacher any questions from parents about withdrawals. Requests for full or partial withdrawal from RE should be made in writing to the head teacher and a record kept of them. 

Our full guidance on withdrawal can be found on the school website.

9. Visitors and visits to places of worship
We enrich the curriculum by organising visits to places of worship in the immediate vicinity of the school. Faith leaders and other members of the community are also invited when appropriate to contribute to learning in the classroom as an additional valued resource. 

Guidance on visits and visitors can be found in the school's visitor policy.

The RE subject leader supports class teachers to organise these educational visits. 

RE Link Governor: 
Named RE subject leader: Dawn Hankinson
Headteacher:  Jane Smethurst
Clerk to Governors: Christine O’Hara
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