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AQA GCSE Geography Specification
Key Concepts

The AQA GCSE Geography Specification covers a wide range of key concepts that students willneed
to understand. These include:

*Physical Landscapes: Understanding natural processes and their impact on the Earth's landscapes.
*Human Landscapes: Analysing socio-economic and political factors influencing human settlements
*Sustainability: Exploring the balance between economic development and environmental protection
;Climate Change: Investigating the causes and consequences of climate change

*Global Challenges: Addressing Issues such as poverty, deprivation and resource use

These concepts are essential for students to develop a comprehensive understanding
of the Earth's processes and environments, preparing them for further academic
pursuits and real-world applications
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Year 9 into 10 Options Evening Humanities

Geography

Subject Overview

Living with the physical environment

Section A: The challenge of natural hazards (Tectonics,
Atmospheric)

Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK (Coasts, Rivers)

Section C: The living world (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests,
Ice)

Challenges in the human environment

Section A: Urban issues and challenges

Section B: The changing economic world

Section C: The challenge of resource management

Geographical applications

Section A: Issue evaluation KNUTSEORD
Section B: Fieldwork AL




Year 9 into 10 Options Evening Humanities

Geography
How is it assessed?:
Unit 1 Exam: 90 minutes 35% of course

Unit 2 Exam: 90 minutes 35% of course

Unit 3 Exam: 75 minutes 30% of course

(Pre-release resources made available from
March in the year of the exam)

(2 fieldwork visits in Y11) K TR oD




Teachers:

Trips
Mr Atkinson -Llandudno
Mr Knott -KS4 and KS5
trip

Why Geography?

-Links to other subjects: Maths, Science, English,
Psychology, Business, History

-Respected Humanities subject
-Modern and interesting topics
-Want to know about the world
-Employability

-Balance between Science, Arts and Social Science



Living with the physical environment
*Section A: The challenge of natural hazards (Tectonics, Atmospheric)
*Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK (Coasts, Rivers)

*Section C: The living world (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests, Ice)
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Challenges in the human environment
*Section A: Urban issues and challenges

*Section B: The changing economic world
*Section C: The challenge of resource

management
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CASE STUDY- SVALBARD

L/O- To identify development opportunities in Svalbard
(cold environment)




* The Northernmost Town On Earth
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NhIRwCq428
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Mineral Extraction

Svalbard has rich coal reserves
Vital to the economy — it is the main economic activity, employing over 300 people

* A new mine opened near Svea in 2014 — a road had to be constructed over a glacier
to access it!

Some of this coal is burned in the Longyearbyen
power station- this supplies all of Svalbard's energy
needs

However:

* Mining is a controversial issue (greenhouse gases)

* In recent years it has faced a decline due to lower
world coal prices- some jobs have been lost




Energy Developments

* Due to environmentalists and loss of jobs,
Svalbard is exploring renewable energy sources.
* Geothermal energy is the most likely future
source
* Svalbard is located close to the
Mid-Atlantic Ridge, a constructive plate margin.
* The Earth’s crust is thin
here and hot rocks are close to the surface.

GE taps into this heat to produce electricity.

* Another source of energy could come from carbon capture and storage. This
captures CO2 from burning coal and circulating it to generate electricity.



Fishing

* The Barents Sea (South of Svalbard) is one of the richest fishing
grounds in the world

* An estimated 150 species of fish here

* A very important area as it is a major breeding ground for fish
stocks, so needs to be protected from pollution

* Fishing here is jointly controlled and monitored by Norway and
Russia to help protect it



Tourism

 Tourism has grown in recent years in Svalbard. Adventure tourism has
become more popular —Svalbard is an excellent place for this.

* In 2011, 70 0oo people visited Longyearbyen (30 ooo of which were cruise
passengers)

* The harbour at Longyearbyen has been
enlarged due to increased numbers
of cruise ships

* Provides 300 jobs for local people

* Things to do; visit the glaciers and fjords,
see wildlife (polar bears), hiking,
snow mobile safaris,
northern lights



















CASE STUDY-SVALBARD: Challenges

L/O- To identify challenges of development in
Svalbard



Overground service pipes

Services include — water, sanitation
and electricity

Most of these services are provided
to individual buildings by over
ground heated water and sewage
pipes

Need to be kept off ground to
prevent them thawing the
permafrost and so they can be
easily maintained
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Tourist expectations — they will usually expect
comfortable living with warm rooms/ hot
showers

This has to be taken into account as tourism
grows and the economy becomes more
dependent on it

The over ground service pipes help this

The tourist board also advices them on what it
is like and how to prepare for the extreme cold



Accessibility

* Avery remote place —a lot
of the islands are
inaccessible and transport
is restricted to areas
around Longyearbyen

* Only 50 km of roads —no
other roads for other
communities. People
therefore use snowmobiles




Extreme temperatures

Winters temps often fall below -
30°cC

These temperatures make it
dangerous to work outside-
frostbite

People therefore have to wear
lots of thick layers

This keeps them safe but makes
it very hard to do things like
building work!



Permafrost has to be
protected from melting

If it starts to melt, it become
unstable, could cause
buildings/ roads to crack,
possible collapse

Therefore most of the roads
are dirt or gravel roads raised
above ground surface

They are easier to maintain
and don’t damage
permafrost, plus it's cheaper



Polar night
* This combined with the extreme cold makes working outdoors in winter very demanding
* Therefore most construction has be carried out in summer
* Construction that has been carried out includes;
Building houses, shops, offices
Roads
Enlarging the harbour facilities for fishing and tourism
Construction for mining and extracting coal




a:In a named cold
environment, to what
extent are there
opportunities for
development?




Opportunities for development in Svalbard?
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Study Figure 1, a graph showing the percentage of people living in urban areas
in selected countries.

Figure 1

Figure 2
100
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o [ H e and experience
A0 N e Inadequate
200 oA un O nn iy health facilities Hostility in village
1o AL H Religious differences Family conflict
0 ] .__. m
UK China India Nigeria
Country @ Describe the pattern of reasons for migration shown in Figure 2.
[2 marks]
[0T1]-[2]  Complete Figure 1 using the following data.
[2 marks]
% living in urban areas % living in urban areas
Country in 2019 in 2050 (projected)
UK 84 a0
China 60 80
India 35 53
Nigeria 51 70




Study Figure 4, a graph showing GCSE scores along a transect through a UK city.

Figure 4

allllp.s,

Centre Inner city Suburbs

Key
Total GCSE score — the higher the score the
better the student's overall exam performance

El Calculate the range in GCSE scores shown in Figure 4.

. Using Figure 4 and your own understanding, suggest reason(s) for inequalities in
education in urban areas in the UK.

[4 marks]

Study Figure 2, a photo of a shared toilet in an Indian city.

Figure 2

Suggest why sanitation systems in cities in LICs/NEEs create challenges.

Use Figure 2 and your own understanding.

[4 marks]




. E Explain how urban industrial areas can help encourage development.

Use Figure 2 and your own understanding.
[6 marks]

Extra space




Study Figure 5a and Figure 5b which were taken at point X on Figure 4.

They show the same location before and after a regeneration scheme.

Figure 5a Figure 5b

[0]1].[1]1] Suggest how a regeneration project can solve urban problems.

Use Figure 5a and Figure 5b and a UK example you have studied.

[9 marks]
[+3 SPaG marks]
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