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AQA GCSE Geography Specification

Key Concepts

The AQA GCSE Geography Specification covers a wide range of key concepts that s tudents will need
to unders tand. Thes e include:

•Phys ical Landscapes : Unders tanding natural proces s es and their impact on the Earth's lands capes .

•Human Landscapes : Analys ing s ocio-economic and political factors influencing human s ettlements

•Sus tainability: Exploring the balance between economic development and environmental protection
.
•Climate Change: Inves tigating the caus es and cons equences of climate change

•Global Challenges : Addres s ing Is s ues  s uch as  poverty, deprivation and res ource us e

These concepts are es sentia l for s tudents to develop a comprehens ive unders tanding
of the Earth's proces ses and environments , preparing them for further academic
pursuits and real-world applications

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e2a75f93946dc5f182be330d25945e3350dfbf8fe8f2e58a93f001a5e42913c6JmltdHM9MTc2ODE3NjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=38477d2c-cc0d-67e6-05b8-6ee6cd6e662a&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXFhLm9yZy51ay9zdWJqZWN0cy9nZW9ncmFwaHkvZ2NzZS9nZW9ncmFwaHktODAzNS9zcGVjaWZpY2F0aW9u&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e2a75f93946dc5f182be330d25945e3350dfbf8fe8f2e58a93f001a5e42913c6JmltdHM9MTc2ODE3NjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=38477d2c-cc0d-67e6-05b8-6ee6cd6e662a&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXFhLm9yZy51ay9zdWJqZWN0cy9nZW9ncmFwaHkvZ2NzZS9nZW9ncmFwaHktODAzNS9zcGVjaWZpY2F0aW9u&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e2a75f93946dc5f182be330d25945e3350dfbf8fe8f2e58a93f001a5e42913c6JmltdHM9MTc2ODE3NjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=38477d2c-cc0d-67e6-05b8-6ee6cd6e662a&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXFhLm9yZy51ay9zdWJqZWN0cy9nZW9ncmFwaHkvZ2NzZS9nZW9ncmFwaHktODAzNS9zcGVjaWZpY2F0aW9u&ntb=1


Subject Overview
• Living with the physical environment
• Section A: The challenge of natural hazards (Tectonics, 

Atmospheric)
• Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK (Coasts, Rivers)
• Section C: The living world (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests, 

Ice)
• Challenges in the human environment
• Section A: Urban issues and challenges
• Section B: The changing economic world
• Section C: The challenge of resource management
• Geographical applications
• Section A: Issue evaluation
• Section B: Fieldwork

HumanitiesYear 9 into 10 Options Evening

Geography



How is it assessed?:
Unit 1 Exam: 90 minutes 35% of course

Unit 2 Exam: 90 minutes 35% of course

Unit 3 Exam: 75 minutes 30% of course 
(Pre-release resources made available from  
March in the year of the exam)
(2 fieldwork visits in Y11)

HumanitiesYear 9 into 10 Options Evening

Geography



Teachers:

Mr Atkinson

Mr Knott

Trips

-Llandudno

-KS4 and KS5 
trip

Why Geography?

-Links to other subjects: Maths, Science, English, 
Psychology, Business, History

-Respected Humanities subject

-Modern and interesting topics

-Want to know about the world

-Employability

-Balance between Science, Arts and Social Science



•Living with the physical environment
•Section A: The challenge of natural hazards (Tectonics, Atmospheric)
•Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK (Coasts, Rivers)
•Section C: The living world (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests, Ice)



•Challenges in the human environment
•Section A: Urban issues and challenges
•Section B: The changing economic world
•Section C: The challenge of resource management



Year 10 Case-studies 
and examples



Year 11 case-studies and examples















The Northernmost Town On Earth

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NhIRwCq428






















L/O- To identify challenges of development in 
Svalbard 



• Overground service pipes 
• Services include – water, sanitation 

and electricity 
• Most of these services are provided 

to individual buildings by over 
ground heated water and sewage 
pipes

• Need to be kept off ground to 
prevent them thawing the 
permafrost and so they can be 
easily maintained 



• Tourist expectations – they will usually expect 
comfortable living with warm rooms/ hot 
showers 

• This has to be taken into account as tourism 
grows and the economy becomes more 
dependent on it 

• The over ground service pipes help this 
• The tourist board also advices them on what it 

is like and how to prepare for the extreme cold 



Accessibility

• A very remote place – a lot 
of the islands are 
inaccessible and transport 
is restricted to areas 
around Longyearbyen 

• Only 50 km of roads – no 
other roads for other 
communities. People 
therefore use snowmobiles 



• Extreme temperatures
• Winters temps often fall below -

30oc 
• These temperatures make it 

dangerous to work outside- 
frostbite 

• People therefore have to wear 
lots of thick layers

• This keeps them safe but makes 
it very hard to do things like 
building work! 



• Permafrost has to be 
protected from melting 

• If it starts to melt, it become 
unstable, could cause 
buildings/ roads to crack, 
possible collapse 

• Therefore most of the roads 
are dirt or gravel roads raised 
above ground surface 

• They are easier to maintain 
and don’t damage 
permafrost, plus it’s cheaper 



Polar night
• This combined with the extreme cold makes working outdoors in winter very demanding
• Therefore most construction has be carried out in summer
• Construction that has been carried out includes;
 Building houses, shops, offices
 Roads
 Enlarging the harbour facilities for fishing and tourism 
 Construction for mining and extracting coal 



Q: In a named cold 
environment, to what 
extent are there 
opportunities for 
development?
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