
Cheshire Studio School

Curriculum Map
Curriculum Map - Curriculum Area: Level 3 Diploma Criminology
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Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6

Unit 1

Intro to 
Criminology, 
explanation of 
controlled 
assessment and 
expectations

AC 1.1 analyse 
different types of 
crime, AC 1.2 
reasons that crime 
is unreported, AC 
1.3 consequences 
of unreported 
crime, AC 1.4 
media 
representation of 
crime, 1.5 impact 
of media 
representation of 
crime, 1.6 
evaluation of 
methods collecting 
crime statistics

AC 2.1 comparisons 
of campaigns for 
change

Unit 1

AC 2.2 evaluation of 
the effectiveness of 
media used in 
campaigns for 
change

(Book comp. rooms 
for all LO3 lessons) 
AC 3.1 planning a 
campaign for 
change, AC 3.2 
designing materials 
to be used for 
campaign for 
change, AC 3.3 
justification of a 
campaign for change

Controlled 
assessment prep, 
collection and 
review of folders

Unit 1 controlled 
assessment (final 
week of term)

Unit 2

Intro to Unit 2, 
explanation of the exam

AC 1.1 compare criminal 
behaviour and deviance, 
AC 1.2 explain the social 
construction of crime

AC 2.1 describe biological 
explanations of crime, AC 
3.2 evaluate biological 
explanations of crime

AC 2.3 describe 
sociological explanations 
of crime, AC 3.2 evaluate 
sociological explanations 
of crime

Unit 2

AC 2.2 describe 
individualistic 
explanations of crime, 
AC 3.2 evaluate 
individual differences 
explanations of crime, 

AC 3.1 analyse 
situations of criminality 
(biological, sociological 
and individualistic)

AC 4.1 assess the use of 
criminological theories 
in policy development: 
biological, sociological, 
individualistic

Shrewsbury Prison trip

Unit 2

Unit 2 mock (in 
class)

AC 4.2 explain how 
social changes affect 
policy development

AC 4.3 discuss how 
campaigns affect 
policy making

Revision

Unit 2 exam May 
(for exact date, see 
WJEC exam 
timetable)

Unit 3

Intro to Unit 3, 
explanation of 
controlled 
assessment 
expectations

AC 1.1 evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
personnel involved in 
investigations

AC 1.2 assess the 
usefulness of 
investigative 
techniques in 
investigations

Assessment • AC 1.1 & 1.2 
practice /4

• AC 1.4 & 1.5 
practice /12

• AC 3.1 practice /10
• AC 3.2 practice /20
• AC 3.3 practice /15
• Unit 1 CA (Dec)

• AC 1.1 & 1.2 practice /10
• AC 2.1 & 3.2 practice /10
• AC 2.3 & 3.2 practice /13

• AC 2.2 & 3.2 practice /11
• AC 3.1 practice /18

• Unit 2 mock exam
• AC 4.1 practice /9
• AC 4.2 practice /7
• Unit 2 exam (May)

• AC 1.1 practice /10
• AC 1.2 practice /20
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Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6

Unit 3

AC 1.3 explain how 
evidence is 
processed, AC 1.4 
examine the rights of 
individuals in 
investigations

AC 2.1 explain the 
requirements of the 
CPS, AC 2.2 describe 
the trail process, AC 
2.3 understand the 
rules in relation to 
evidence, 

Unit 3

AC 2.4 assess key 
influences in the 
trail process, AC 2.5 
discuss the use of 
laypeople in criminal 
cases

AC 3.1 examine 
information for 
validity, AC 3.2 draw 
conclusions from 
information

Controlled 
assessment prep, 
collection and 
review of folders

Unit 3 controlled 
assessment 
(penultimate week 
of term)

Unit 4

Intro to Unit 4, 
explanation of the exam

AC 1.1 describe 
processes used in law 
making, AC 1.2 describe 
the organisation of the 
CJS, AC 1.3 describe 
models of criminal 
justice

AC 2.1 explain forms of 
social control, AC 2.2 
discuss the aims of 
punishment

Unit 4

AC 2.3 assess how 
forms of punishment 
meet the aims of 
punishment

Unit 4 mock (March)

AC 3.1 explain the role 
of agencies in social 
control, AC 3.2 
describe the 
contribution of 
agencies in achieving 
social control

Unit 4

AC 3.3 examine the 
limitations of agencies 
in achieving social 
control, AC 3.4 
evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
agencies in achieving 
social control 

Revision

Unit 4 exam June (for 
exact date, see WJEC 
exam timetable)

Assessment • AC 1.3 practice /3
• AC 1.4 practice /6

• AC 2.4 practice /10
• AC 3.1 & 3.2 

practice/mock /30
• Unit 3 CA (Dec)

• AC 1.1 practice /3
• AC 1.2 practice /8
• AC 1.3 practice /6

• AC 2.3 practice /6
• Unit 4 mock exam 
• AC 3.1 practice /7

• AC 3.4 practice /9
• Unit 4 exam (June)
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