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Year 10 
Introduction to GCSEs

Parent Information Evening
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• Key dates for Year 10

• Overview of Core Subjects: English, Maths and Science.

• Our Study Skills Curriculum 

• GCSE Pod

• SEND support

• How you can help

Welcome
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Staff Introductions

Mrs K Key
Headteacher

Mrs A Thatcher
Deputy Headteacher

Mr D Cole
Assistant Headteacher

SENDCO

Mrs A McGeehan
Head of Maths

Mrs Riley
Head of Science

Mr Foster
Head of English
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Key Dates

• Progress Point 1 Report; w/c 14th December 2026

• Progress Point 2 Report; w/c 22nd March 2027

• Year 10 Trial Exams; 12th - 23rd April 2027

• Languages speaking trial exams; 26th-30th April 2027

• Parents Evening; Thursday 13th May 2027

• Progress Point 3 Report; w/c 12th July 2027
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What will my child learn in 
English, Maths and Science?
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English Language – Course Overview
PAPER 1 - FICTION PAPER 2 – NON-FICTION

Section A – Reading Analysis
Q1 – Retrieval Skills
Q2 – Language analysis
Q3 – Structural analysis 
Q4 - Evaluation

Section B – Writing Skills
Q5 – A choice between writing 
a story or a description based 
on an image

Section A – Reading Analysis
Q1 – Retrieval Skills
Q2 – Comparative summary and 
inference.
Q3 – Language analysis
Q4 – Comparison of writer’s  attitudes

Section B – Writing Skills
Q5 – Letter, speech or article to argue 
or persuade
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English Literature – Course Overview

Year 10 Year 11
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English – Assessment

English Language

HT1: Paper 1 Section A
HT2: Paper 2 Section A
HT3: Paper 1 Section B

HT4: Trial Exams
HT5: Paper 2 Section B

HT6: Speaking and Listening

English Literature

HT1: Jekyll – Language 
analysis

HT2: Thematic analysis
HT3: Macbeth language 

analysis
HT4: Macbeth Thematic 

analysis
HT5: Trial exams

HT6: Introduction to Poetry 
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Top Tips: English Language
• The questions for the two papers are the same each year and so the most 

important thing is to, KNOW THE QUESTIONS and WHAT THEY WANT. Use the 
AQA website to know what's on each paper.

• Practice analysing the language in sections of the literature texts.

• Revise language/structure terminology to use in both lit and lang.

• Read lots of non-fiction in preparation for the language texts.

• Practice producing both creative and persuasive writing. 

• Pupils should create revision material around what each question requires of 
them e.g

o Skills / phrases for language analysis

o Skills / phrases for evaluation

o Skills / phrases to compare viewpoints
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Top Tips: English Literature
Know the texts! 

The most important thing is to know Jekyll and Hyde, Macbeth, An Inspector Calls and their 
conflict poems as we move through year 10 and 11. Read them, read them and read them 
again!

There are excellent podcasts, you-tube videos, revision websites available online.

Know the questions!

Be secure on the part A part B difference. 

Do the homework!

Our literature homework this term is focussed on analysing and understanding our first text 
Jekyll and Hyde.

Our language homework practices the skills needed for their reading and writing sections in 
the exams. 
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• Revision resources available through the school – English Literature

English Lit – Top Tips for Success
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Top Tips for English  - using the 
'green guide'
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• The GCSE Mathematics syllabus 
consists of:

o Number

o Algebra

o Ratio, proportion and rates of 
change

o Geometry and measures

o Probability

o Statistics

Maths – Course Overview

• The exam has tiers:

o Foundation – Grades 1 to 5 

o Higher – Grades 4 to 9. 

• Students sit three GCSE Maths 
papers in the same tier.

o Paper 1 is non-calculator and 
Papers 2 and 3 are calculator.

o Content can be assessed 
across ANY of the three 
papers
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• Students will have exam practice after each unit of 
study.
o They are graded according to the difficulty of the 

question and the percentage accuracy.

• Homework is lagged so that they have a chance to 
practice, and Maths watch tasks are set for revision.

• Learning Overviews are given before and after each 
assessment.  These include revision codes for SPARX 
and Mathswatch.

Maths – Assessment
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Maths is a subject that requires a lot of practice. 

•Use GCSE topic questions and GCSE Maths past papers (Year 11)

•Students must take care to document all the steps taken to reach the solution.

•Videos can be watched to get the 'in'.

•Useful websites

oMaths Genie

oVlemathswatch

oCorbett Maths

oSPARX....

Maths – Top Tips for Success
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Maths – SPARX
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AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy

Biology

1.  Cell biology
2.  Organisation
3.  Infection and response
4.  Bioenergetics
5.  Homeostasis and 

response
6. Inheritance, variation 

and evolution
7. Ecology

Chemistry

8. Atomic structure
9. Bonding
10. Quantitative chemistry
11. Chemical changes
12. Energy changes
13. The rate and extent of    

chemical change
14. Organic chemistry
15. Chemical analysis
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere
17. Using resources

Physics

18. Energy
19. Electricity
20. Particle model of matter
21. Atomic structure
22. Forces
23. Waves
24. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism

Science – Course Overview

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-8464/specification
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AQA GCSE Biology

Biology

1.  Cell biology
2.  Organisation
3.  Infection and response
4.  Bioenergetics
5.  Homeostasis and 

response
6. Inheritance, variation 

and evolution
7. Ecology

Chemistry

1. Atomic structure
2. Bonding
3. Quantitative chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of 

chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10. Using resources

Physics

1. Energy
2. Electricity
3. Particle model of matter
4. Atomic structure
5. Forces
6. Waves
7. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism
8. Space physics

AQA GCSE Chemistry AQA GCSE Physics

Science – Course Overview

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/gcse/biology-8461/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/specification
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Science - SPARX
• Sparx Science is a 

personalised online 
learning platform designed 
to support students aged 
11–16 in mastering Science 
through regular, curriculum-
aligned homework. 

• It covers Biology, Chemistry, 
and Physics for AQA.
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Science - SPARX
How It Helps Students Learn

Curriculum-Aligned Homework
Weekly homework is tailored to each student’s progress and linked 
directly to what they’re learning in class.

Adaptive Learning
Questions adjust in difficulty based on how well the student is doing, 
ensuring an appropriate balance of challenge and support.
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Science – SPARX        How It Helps Students Learn

Support for Every Question
If a student struggles, SPARX provides hints, explanations, animations, 
or scaffolding to help them understand before retrying.

Focus on Long-Term Retention
Homework includes both recent and older topics to strengthen memory 
and understanding through spaced practice.

Scientific Thinking
Over 23,000 questions promote not just recall but deeper thinking and 
application of scientific concepts.
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• Practice with past papers: 

Encourage your child to 

answer questions from past 

science papers. This builds 

familiarity with exam 

formats and improves time 

management skills.

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/

Science – Top Tips for Success
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• Revision resources available through the school – Combined Science

Science – Top Tips for Success
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• Revision resources available through the school – Triple Science

Science – Top Tips for Success
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Our Study Skills Curriculum
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Our Study Skills Curriculum

The following strategies are being explicitly taught to 
improve students' ability to study independently, revise 
effectively and remember more.

• Flash Cards
• Mind maps
• Dual Coding
• Cornell Note Taking
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In the early 1880s, Hermann Ebbinghaus, a 
German psychologist, conducted a series of 
experiments on the human ability to 
“remember.”  Ebbinghaus found,

• By day 2, if you do not think about or review 
your work, you will lose 50%-80% of what 
you learned.

• By day 30, if you do not think about or 
review your work, you remember only 2% - 
3% of what you learned on day 1

Why do we need to revise?

His findings are represented in what’s 
called a “forgetting curve.” 
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In lessons students are given lots of knowledge to store in 
their working memory.

The Classroom Our Working Memory Our Long-Term Memory

Encoding

The working memory is much smaller than the long-term 
memory, so we need to learn it (encoding) to move it into the 
long-term memory.
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Flash Cards
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Why do we use Flash Cards?
• Work well for things you must memorise such as:

• Definitions of keywords​

• Important dates​

• Equations​

• Names of equipment/parts of a diagram

• Quotes​

• A great way to summarise your work so that somebody can test you

• Easy to take with you when you go places

• Can be used as a question or as a prompt



Ambition        Respect        Kindness

How do we make Flash Cards?
Q&A

• Big Writing

• Readable in a ‘FLASH’

General Topic

• Summary of a topic

• Key words or short sentences

• Bullet points
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The Leitner Method for Flashcards

Red
pile

Amber
pile

Green
pile
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Mind Maps
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Why do we use Mind Maps?

Mind Maps

They help with longer 
process that you need 

to remember

They help explain/break 
down ideas or concepts

They link key words 
and ideas

They organise facts visually

Colours, diagrams 
and position can 

help

Fact 1
Fact 2

Fact 3

Titles

Key Words

Examples

A great way to find the gaps in knowledge
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How do we make a mind map?

• Have everything you need to revise for that topic.

• Think about how you want to lay this out.

• Split the page into the sections you want

• Think about using colours or capitals for key words
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Dual Coding
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What is dual coding?
Dual Coding is the process of blending words and pictures whilst learning.  

Teachers will use it all the time!

Your visual and verbal pathways to the brain are not the same, and so 
supplementing them together allows us to create a different pathway that 
is‘dual coded’.
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Why use dual coding?
As a study skill, dual coding speeds up the process of moving information to 
thelong-term memory by using more pathways.

The Classroom

Working
Memory

Our Long-Term 
Memory

Dual Coded
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How to use dual coding.

1. Read over classroom materials. 

2. Use relevant images to support 
key words 

3. Use students words to make 
connections to the visuals. 
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How to use dual coding.

4. Represent the detail in a variety of ways: timelines, cartoons, 
story boards, diagrams.

5.  Work your way up to drawing what you know from memory.
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Cornell Note Taking
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Why do we take notes?
Simply reading through your notes is 
considered passive revision.

Taking notes in class or when reading text, 
helps you to concentrate and listen effectively 
making your learning more active.

Revision notes help organise and structure 
information, which in turn helps your memory
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The Cornell method helps counteract “forgetting” with spaced repetition. Every time 
you revisit a note to add cues, create a summary, or make other edits, you effectively 
refresh what you’ve learned. 

What are Cornell notes?

• Split the page into 3 sections;
1.  Write down notes in the right-hand column.
2.  Add cues or questions in the left-hand column.
3.  Summarise notes in the 3rd.

• When writing the notes, use abbreviations and 
symbols to increase speed and accuracy.

• Be selective about facts and ideas, writing down 
only what’s essential.
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Topic : 
NotesCues

Summary
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Supporting other subjects
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Supporting other subjects



Ambition        Respect        Kindness

GCSE Pod

GCSE Pod is a platform available to all our students.

It enables students to watch a variety of 'pods' for 
different subject areas.

It is clear and engaging and can 'check and 
'challenge' students' knowledge.

https://members.gcsepod.com/login
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How can you support 
your child at home?
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Creating the right study 
environment
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How you can help
✓Monitor (Satchel One & Arbor)

✓Study space

✓Value study

✓Encouragement

✓Expectations, deadlines and organisation

✓Time for three meals a day

✓Time to be outside/exercise

✓Time to take a break in your study session

✓Time to prepare for the next day

✓An hour before bed to relax
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SEND Support
• Students' current SEND support will continue into GCSE.

• The level of demand goes up at GCSE – this requires some adjustment from 
students but can also highlight areas of need.  If you have any concerns, please 
start by contacting your child's subject teacher or form tutor.

• If your child has extra time for exams because of cognition and learning 
(dyslexia, processing speed etc) then we will need to reassess them in the run 
up to the GCSE exams to ensure that they still meet the criteria.

• All exam access arrangements need to be: 

▪ established as 'normal way of working'

▪ supported by teacher and specialist evidence 

▪ based on a clear history of need according to the JCQ guidelines

They cannot be put in at the last minute.  
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Next Steps 
• Find the most effective study skills for your child.

• Create the 'right study environment'.

• Create a homework timetable – starting tomorrow!

• Browse GCSE Pod – search the parental support sections.

• Be positive, supporting and encouraging.

• Year 10 Trial 1 exams start on Monday 12th April 2027.
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