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Timetable:
At Laceby Acres, we believe that music is an essential part of our pupils' holistic education. Therefore, every class participates in a 20-minute Music assembly each week to foster a sense of community and shared musical experience. Additionally, each year group receives a dedicated 45-minute music lesson every week. To further enrich our curriculum, Year 3 students have supplementary recorder lessons, Year 2 students explore the xylophone, and Year 4 students are introduced to the violin through sessions led by an external music hub teacher. We use the Collins Music Hub resources to ensure that our teaching is engaging, diverse, and pedagogically sound.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND):
At Laceby Acres, inclusivity is at the heart of our music program. We passionately believe that every child, regardless of their abilities, should experience the joy and educational benefits of music. Music offers a myriad of creative outlets that can cater to diverse learning needs, making it an incredibly effective tool for supporting SEND students. Our inclusive approach ensures that music education at Laceby Acres is accessible and enjoyable for all, providing a platform for all children to express themselves, gain confidence, and enhance their understanding.

Curriculum Informed by:
Our music curriculum is robustly informed by the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021), ensuring we align with national standards while offering a comprehensive and high-quality musical education.

Opportunities:
We provide our pupils with abundant opportunities to sing, play various instruments, and participate in whole-class ensemble teaching. These experiences are designed to cultivate their musical skills, creativity, and teamwork, fostering a lifelong appreciation and love for music. 
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Our commitment to delivering outstanding music education is strengthened through our collaboration with the local Music Hub. We work closely with the Music Hub lead to continuously develop and refine our curriculum, ensuring it meets the highest standards and is tailored to our students' needs. We are particularly focused on extending our provision for SEND students, preparing to meet the needs of future cohorts who will engage in violin lessons and other musical activities.

Qualifications: 
We are dedicated to providing pathways for our students to achieve recognised qualifications in music. Pupils have the opportunity to work towards graded music exams and participate in various school-wide performances. For instance, they can learn guitar with Mr. Gidlo or engage in Rocksteady Music qualifications as they advance through the teaching levels of band practice. This program, conducted every Friday, has led to the formation of four vibrant class rock bands, giving students the experience and excitement of performing in a band.

Part B: Co-curricular Music
Ensembles and Groups:
At Laceby Acres, we are committed to providing a rich array of co-curricular music opportunities. Starting in September 2024, we will be launching a new school choir, thanks to our Music Lead who has undergone specialist 'Build Your Choir' training. This initiative aims to elevate our choir's provision and enhance the music and techniques our students will learn.

Every Friday is dedicated to Rocksteady band practice, where students immerse themselves in the excitement of rock music. Year 3 students participate in small group violin sessions, while Year 4 students experience whole-class violin lessons. Additionally, a select group of Year 5 students continues with small group violin lessons and will have the opportunity to progress further in the next academic year. Guitar lessons are also available, sometimes conducted in ensembles to foster collaborative learning and performance skills.
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Our after-school musical theatre workshop, held weekly, provides students with an engaging platform to explore the performing arts, combining music, drama, and dance. We utilize the main hall for large group practices, offering ample space for ensemble work and performances. The arts room serves as a shared practice space, accessible to all students who wish to practice their instruments or engage in music-making activities.

We are dedicated to ensuring that all children, regardless of background or ability, have the opportunity to engage in music. To this end, we offer instrument loans, ensuring that lack of access to instruments does not hinder a child's musical journey. Our inclusive approach ensures that every child can progress in their musical education, supported by dedicated practice spaces and high-quality teaching.

Part C: Musical Experiences
School Performances:
At Laceby Acres, we believe in the power of performance to build confidence and showcase our students' talents. Our weekly music assemblies provide a platform for students to perform and share their progress with peers. We celebrate the festive season with a Christmas concert, where all year groups participate in delivering joyous performances. Additionally, our school musicals and leavers' performances are highlights of the academic year, offering students a chance to shine on stage and share their hard work with family and friends.

Community Engagement:
We actively engage with our local community to foster a sense of belonging and contribution. This academic year, our school choir will invite a local care home to a special concert, providing an opportunity for our students to bring joy and music to the wider community.

Additional Information:
Instruments and Tuition: Our school offers a wide range of instruments for students to learn, including violins, guitars, xylophones, and recorders. Tuition is [image: A red and yellow logo
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Inclusivity and Access: We are committed to making music accessible to all pupils. We offer bursary place in Rocksteady music sessions and maintain a fund to subsidise any child who wishes to learn an instrument. This ensures that financial barriers do not prevent any child from accessing our music programs and opportunities.
At Laceby Acres, music is an integral part of our curriculum and co-curricular activities. We strive to provide every child with the chance to explore, enjoy, and excel in music, fostering a lifelong love and appreciation for the art form.

Future Plans: Enhancing Music Education at Laceby Acres
Project Overview and Objectives: From Noah to Now
The English East Coast has a rich history shaped by its proximity to the North Sea and the ongoing relationship with water and flooding. This historical context has been captured by writers, poets, and playwrights, reflecting how communities have lived with and adapted to these environmental challenges. The "From Noah to Now" project investigates how East Coast literature can be leveraged to build future resilience to flooding in coastal regions. Aligning with the Department for Education's strategy for teaching sustainability and climate change, the project aims to embed arts and humanities approaches to flooding in Key Stages 2 and 3.

The project has three key objectives:
Historical Exploration: To explore how communities along the English East Coast have adapted to flood risks from the 1300s to the present day, and how these adaptations are reflected in East Coast literature.
Cultivating Climate Resilience: To investigate how historical flood stories can help build climate resilience in coastal and estuary communities. This involves working with schools in Hull and Grimsby to stage performances of "Noye's Fludde," a flood-themed opera by Benjamin Britten.
Sharing Research Findings: To disseminate research findings through a variety of channels, including a book, journal articles, a short film about the creative process, project blogs, and conference papers.
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We are committed to continuously improving our music curriculum, co-curricular music activities, and musical experiences to provide the highest quality of music education at Laceby Acres. Our future plans include:
Curriculum Music Enhancements:
Increasing Lesson Time: We plan to increase music lesson time to a full hour each week for all year groups, ensuring ample time for immersive musical experiences.
Termly School Performances: We will establish termly performances, allowing students to showcase their learning and progress to the school community.
Co-curricular Music Developments:
New School Choir: Starting in September 2024, our new school choir will benefit from the music lead's specialist training in building choir programs, elevating the quality and range of music and techniques taught.
Expanded Rock Steady Band Practice: Continuing our successful Friday Rock Steady band practices, we will offer more opportunities for students to participate in small group ensembles, including violin and guitar lessons.
Musical Experiences Expansion:
Weekly Music Assembly: Our weekly music assemblies will continue to provide a platform for regular performances, fostering a culture of music appreciation and performance confidence.
Seasonal Concerts and Community Engagement: We will maintain our tradition of Christmas concerts and musicals, while also inviting local community members, such as residents from nearby care homes, to our performances.
Further Information
We are proud to collaborate with our local music hub and other music education organisations to enhance our music provision. These partnerships support the professional development of our staff and enrich the musical experiences of our students. For parents and young people looking to get involved in music beyond the school, we recommend consulting the Department for Education's guide and our local music hub's plan for music education.
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Description automatically generated]Our commitment to high-quality music education is unwavering, and we look forward to implementing these exciting developments to inspire and nurture the musical talents of our students at Laceby Acres.

Enhancing Instrumental Learning and Small Group Lessons
At Laceby Acres, we have recently introduced a variety of instruments to our music curriculum, and we are eager to see more children progress into small group lessons. Our commitment to fostering a love for music and developing each child's musical abilities is central to our mission.

Current Instrumental Offerings:
Year 2: Xylophones
Year 3: Recorders and small group violin lessons
Year 4: Whole class violin lessons with an external music hub teacher
Year 5: Small group violin lessons with the option to continue in the next academic year
Guitar Lessons: Available as both individual and ensemble lessons
Rock Steady Bands: Four class bands practicing regularly
Goals for the Future:
Increase Participation: We aim to increase the number of children participating in small group lessons. This will provide more personalised instruction and help each student progress at their own pace.
Broaden Instrument Range: We plan to introduce additional instruments such as flutes, trumpets, and keyboards, giving students a wider array of options to explore their musical interests.
Enhanced Practice Opportunities: By providing more practice spaces and instrument loans, we want to ensure that all students have the opportunity to hone their skills outside of scheduled lessons.
Specialised Workshops and Clubs: We will offer after-school clubs and workshops focused on specific instruments and musical genres, encouraging deeper engagement and skill development.
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Description automatically generated]Our dedication to music education at Laceby Acres is reflected in our continuous efforts to improve and expand our program. By providing diverse and enriching musical experiences, we strive to inspire a li felong love of music in every child. 
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