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Reading 
 

“Reading is a crucial element to a child’s success and overall wellbeing – one that we can’t 
underestimate. Research shows that reading for just 10 minutes per day can have a massive impact 
on a child’s education, helping them to achieve good exam results and equip them with skills to thrive 
in the adult world.” 
 
Researchers in the United States who had looked at the impact of parents reading with their children 
quoted the following figures in a news release about their findings:  Here’s how many words kids 
would have heard by the time they were 5 years old: Never read to, 4,662 words; 1–2 times per week, 
63,570 words; 3–5 times per week, 169,520 words; daily, 296,660 words; and five books a day, 
1,483,300 words. 
 

 
How often does reading take place? 
 

 EYFS/Key Stage One Key Stage Two 

One to One Reading 
 

at least once per 
week 

at least once per 
fortnight  

 

Guided Reading 
 

Year 1 - at least 
once per week 

4 x weekly   

Year 2 – 4 x weekly  

Reading for Pleasure 
 

at least ten minutes per day 

 
 
How are colour-banded reading books organised? 
 
Books are colour-coded. As children move through the colour bands, books become 
progressively more challenging.  
 

Key Stage One: 
Grey Pink Red Yellow Blue Green Orange Turquoise Purple 

 

Navy Blue Burnt 
Orange 

Emerald 
Green 

Plum Cerise 
Pink 

Aqua Lime White  Gold 
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Key Stage Two: 
Grey Pink Red Yellow Light Blue Green Orange Turquoise Purple 

 

Lilac Sea Green Crimson Navy Blue Burnt 
Orange 

Emerald 
Green 

Plum Cerise 
Pink 

Aqua 

 
Bronze Blue Black       

 

 
The reason for the differing sequences in key stage one and key stage two is as follows: Gold (KS1) and Aqua 
(KS2); White (KS1) and Cerise Pink (KS2); Lime (KS1) and Plum (KS2) contain books with the same level of 
challenge, but with differing age-appropriate contexts. 

 
 
Guided Reading 
 
What is our approach to the teaching of reading? 
 
Whole Class Reading: In this approach to the teaching of reading, there is one 
learning objective for the whole class based around the same text.    
 

How is guided reading progressive? 

The N.C states: The knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to comprehend are very similar at 

different ages. This is why the programmes of study for comprehension in years 3 and 4 and years 5 and 6 

are similar: the complexity of the writing increases the level of challenge. 

To ensure that texts are progressive, as the children move through school, we have 

created reading spines.   

‘The Reading Spine is a core of books that create a living library inside a child’s mind. It is a store of classics 

and essential reads that help children engage at a deeper level and enter the world of the story, fostering a 

love of reading throughout school.’ 

We have an extensive list of texts from year 2-6, which include books from around 

the world, transporting us as readers, to countries all over the globe, and 

celebrating many different cultures. These books will form the basis of our ‘Reading 

Spine’. Teachers should use these to choose their texts for guided reading each 

week. 
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Please see below an example of the Year 5 reading spine:  
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In Reception and Year 1, we have ‘The Super Six’. This consists of six carefully 

selected books, which will be focussed on each half term. Please see the ‘Super Six’ 

books and relevant categories below.  

Reception 

 Classic Rhyme and 

Repetition 

Cultural 

Capital  

Well-being Traditional 

Tales 

Non-

Fiction 

Autumn 1 Owl Babies Bear Hunt  Mixed My Monster 

and me 

Rapunzel  Hello Mrs 

Bear 

 

Autumn 2 Whatever 

Next 

The 

Gruffalo 

My Pet 

Star  

Blue By 

Britta 

Teckentrup 

Little Red 

Riding Hood 

Busy 

People 

Firefighter 

 

Spring 1 Where the 

wild things 

are  

Farmer 

Duck 

The Smeds 

and the 

Smoos 

 

Sully and 

the 

Seahorse 

Goldilocks 

and the 

Three 

Bears 

Busy 

People 

Astronaut 

Spring 2 Mog the 

forgetful 

cat  

Giraffes 

can’t dance  

Julian is a 

Mermaid 

Ish  The Elves 

and the 

Shoemaker 

Hello Mrs 

Elephant 

Summer 1 Peace at 

last  

Room on 

the Broom  

Ramadan 

Moon  

Arlo the 

Lion who 

couldn’t 

sleep 

The 

Gingerbread 

Man  

Busy 

People 

Police 

Officer  

Summer 2  The Very 

Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Oi Frog Welcome 

to our 

World 

The 

Worrysaurus 

The Three 

Billy Goats 

Gruff  

What are 

the stars? 
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Year 1 

 Classic Rhyme and 

Repetition 

Cultural 

Capital  

Well-being Traditional 

Tales 

Non-Fiction 

Autumn 1 Funny 

Bones 

Little 

Goose’s 

Autumn 

Look Up The Colour 

Monster 

Snow 

White in 

New York 

Little People 

Big Dreams – 

David 

Attenborough 

Autumn 2 The Tiger 

who came 

to tea 

Be Brave 

Little 

Penguin 

The 

Queen’s 

Hat  

Ruby’s 

Worry 

The 

Princess 

and the 

Pea – 

Rachel 

Isadora  

Lifesize 

Dinosaurs 

Spring 1 Five 

Minutes 

Peace  

How Many 

Legs 

The 

Proudest 

Blue  

The 

Invisible 

String 

Little Red 

and the 

very 

hungry lion 

Hello Mr 

Whale 

Spring 2 One 

Springy 

Day  

We’re 

Going on an 

Egg Hunt  

Here We 

Are 

The Dot 

 

The three 

little 

wolves and 

the big bad 

pig 

Great Women 

who changed 

the world 

Summer 1 Cops and 

Robbers 

The 

Highway 

Rat 

 

The Name 

Jar 

Nervous 

Nigel  

 

Goldilocks 

and just 

the one 

bear  

A First Book 

of nature 

Summer 2  Dogger Zog Coming to 

England 

Kindness 

Grows 

The 

Emperor’s 

New 

Clothes 

The Big Book 

of the Blue 

 

 

What skills are covered during guided reading lessons? 
 

D - Decode E – Explain  R – Retrieve  I – Interpret  C – Choice  

     

 

* Please note that not every National Curriculum objective is covered with the use of ‘DERIC’. It is to be used to 

introduce children to those objectives which are most heavily weighted in assessments. 
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Reading for Pleasure 
 

At Ladybridge, we want all children to love reading. In class, children will spend at least 10 minutes 
each day listening to an adult read.  
 

‘Starbooks’ 

As a way of encouraging children to read more at home, and more importantly read for pleasure, 

we have set up an incentive. Each child will receive their own 'Starbooks' loyalty card. This card 

will allow the children to earn a prize, after collecting a sticker for each week of the half term. The 

children can earn a sticker each week, by reading at home at least 4 x per week. We are asking for 

the children to evidence what they have read in their reading diaries, and this must also be signed 

by a parent/carer. 

As we are encouraging the children to read for pleasure, they are free to read anything: comic 

books, magazines, newspapers, books from the library etc; the list is endless! 

The class teacher and the children will decide on an appropriate prize together. 

 

 
Mini Libraries 

 

 
 

Every class has a mini library containing a variety of books: poetry, books linked to topics, class 
reads, PSHE books, etc.  
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Suitcases – Where will reading take you? 
 

Each class has a suitcase, which is filled with age-appropriate books, hot chocolate sachets and 
biscuits. These suitcases are taken home by different children each week, to share and enjoy at 

home. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


