
 Year 5 Guided Reading 

 

Fiction Novels 

War  

 

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

Letters From The Lighthouse by Emma Carroll. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14364/Letters-from-

the-Lighthouse-by-Emma-Carroll.html?cb=65758 
 

Once by Morris Gleitzman. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/1032/Once-by-

Morris-Gleitzman.html?cb=31551 
 

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11395/Goodnight-

Mister-Tom-by-Michelle-Magorian.html?cb=99712 
 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11031/Carrie-s-War-

by-Nina-Bawden.html 
 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8876/When-Hitler-

Stole-Pink-Rabbit-by-Judith-Kerr.html?cb=95979 
 

White Feather  
Catherine and David MacPhail 

(Books available in Year 4) 
 

Shadow  
Michael Morpurgo 

 
Boy Overboard  

Morris Gleitzman  
 

I Lived on Butterfly Hill 
Marjorie Agosin 

 
 
 
 

Rose Blanche by Ian 
McEwan. 

 
The Lion and the Unicorn by 

Shirley Hughes. 
 

Archie’s Diary by Marcia 
Williams. 

 
Where The Poppies Now 
Grow by Hilary Robinson. 

Tail End Charlie by Mick 
Manning. 

 
Jet The Rescue Dog by David 

Long and Peter Bailey. 
 

Usborne: The Second World 
War by Paul Dowswell. 

 
How Does A Lighthouse 
Work by Roman Balvaez. 

Charge Of The Light Brigade 
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson. 
In Flanders Field by John 

McCrae. 
We’ll Meet Again by Vera 

Lynn. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=OJKMji2688M 
 

Wonder When My Baby’s 
Coming Home by Jimmy 

Dorsey. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=kp-aELNwxvw 
 

When The Lights Go On 
Again All Over The World by 

Vaughn Monroe. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=CcC5ze2N7DE 
 

The Piano. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=0uHCMt3wm04 
 

German In The Woods. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=trmG0mgrkM8 
 

The Rocketeer. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/

war-and-peace-shed.html 
 

The Lighthouse. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/

the-lighthouse.html 
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Fiction Novel 

Beetles 

 

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

Beetle Boy by MG Leonard. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12293/Beetle-Boy-

by-M-G-Leonard.html?cb=92536 
 

Beetle Queen by MG Leonard. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13936/Beetle-

Queen-by-M-G-Leonard.html?cb=31330 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Beetle in the Bathroom by 
Brian Moses. 

 
The Bog Baby by Jeanne 

Willis. 
 

Beetle McGrady Eats Bugs 
by Megan McDonald. 

A Beetle is Shy by Diana 
Hutts Aston. 

The Beetle Collector’s 
Handbook by MG Leonard. 

Beetles For Kids 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/

animals-and-
nature/insects/beetles/ 

 
Fun Beetles Facts For Kids. 
https://easyscienceforkids.co

m/all-about-beetles/ 
 

Lots: The Diversity of Life on 
Earth by Nicola Davies. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.
co.uk/book/15042/Lots-The-
Diversity-of-Life-on-Earth-by-

Nicola-
Davies.html?cb=55105 

 

Here Comes The Sun by The 
Beatles. 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=rh298ITCHm8 

 
Let It Be by The Beatles. 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=IVHtZrFUrBs 

 
Forgiven by AA Milne. 

http://www.dltk-
kids.com/animals/songs/mmil

ne-forgiven.htm 
 

Melanie - Alexander Beetle. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=BRSq5bWu8x8 
 

Stag Beetles with MG 
Leonard and Laura Bower. 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=NlFav1c-Ae8 

 
Antz Trailer. 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=iX_qRwVXWYQ 
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Fiction Novel 

PSHE 

 

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

Wonder by RJ Palacio. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14700/Wonder-by-R-

J-Palacio.html?cb=43639 
 

The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell Boyce. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8261/The-

Unforgotten-Coat-by-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce.html?cb=76295 
 

Firegirl by Tony Abbott. 
Auggie and Me by RJ Palacio. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11928/Auggie-and-
Me-Three-Wonder-Stories-by-R-J-Palacio.html?cb=83108 

 
The Star of Kazan  

Eva Ibbotson 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/9874/The-Star-of-

Kazan-by-Eva-Ibbotson.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Are All Wonders by RJ 
Palacio. 

 
Perfect by Nicola Davies. 

 
The Green Children by Kevin 

Crossley Holland. 
 

It’s Okay To Be Different by 
Todd Parr. 

 
A Bad Case Of Stripes by 

David Shannon. 
 

Perfectly Norman by Tom 
Percival. 

You Are Awesome by 
Matthew Syed. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.
co.uk/book/15248/You-Are-

Awesome-by-Matthew-
Syed.html?cb=39917 

 
Treacher Collins Syndrome: 

https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/conditi
on/treacher-collins-syndrome 

 
Information on Joseph 

Merrick aka The Elephant 
Man. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J
oseph_Merrick 

 
Save the Children 

 
Fairtrade 

Beautiful by Christina 
Aguilera. 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=_Q3KQZQbL-I 

 
Wonder by Natalie Merchant. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=v611MlWMtL8 
 

Mirror, Mirror by Spike 
Milligan. 

https://www.poemhunter.com/
poem/mirror-mirror/ 

 

The Present. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=WjqiU5FgsYc 
 

Bitesize - Bullying: 
https://www.bbc.com/educatio
n/topics/zrhhvcw/resources/1 

 
Wonder Trailer 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=Ob7fPOzbmzE 

 
 

The Tale of The Three 
Brothers 

https://www.literacyshed.com/
the-tale-of-3-brothers.html 

 
 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14700/Wonder-by-R-J-Palacio.html?cb=43639
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14700/Wonder-by-R-J-Palacio.html?cb=43639
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8261/The-Unforgotten-Coat-by-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce.html?cb=76295
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8261/The-Unforgotten-Coat-by-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce.html?cb=76295
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11928/Auggie-and-Me-Three-Wonder-Stories-by-R-J-Palacio.html?cb=83108
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11928/Auggie-and-Me-Three-Wonder-Stories-by-R-J-Palacio.html?cb=83108
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/9874/The-Star-of-Kazan-by-Eva-Ibbotson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/9874/The-Star-of-Kazan-by-Eva-Ibbotson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/15248/You-Are-Awesome-by-Matthew-Syed.html?cb=39917
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/15248/You-Are-Awesome-by-Matthew-Syed.html?cb=39917
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/15248/You-Are-Awesome-by-Matthew-Syed.html?cb=39917
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/15248/You-Are-Awesome-by-Matthew-Syed.html?cb=39917
https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/condition/treacher-collins-syndrome
https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/condition/treacher-collins-syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Merrick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Merrick
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Q3KQZQbL-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Q3KQZQbL-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v611MlWMtL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v611MlWMtL8
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/mirror-mirror/
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/mirror-mirror/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjqiU5FgsYc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjqiU5FgsYc
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zrhhvcw/resources/1
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zrhhvcw/resources/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ob7fPOzbmzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ob7fPOzbmzE
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-tale-of-3-brothers.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-tale-of-3-brothers.html


Fiction Novel 

Desert 

 

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

Holes by Louis Sachar. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11293/Holes-by-

Louis-Sachar.html?cb=29050 
 

Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13033/Fuzzy-Mud-

by-Louis-Sachar.html?cb=74670 
 

Stanley Yelnats’ Survival Guide To Camp Green Lake. 
Extract on Amazon. 

 
Bigfoot, Tobin and Me. 

https://www.chickenhousebooks.com/books/bigfoot-tobin-me/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry’s Freedom Box by 
Ellen Levine. 

 
Desert Voices by Byrd Baylor. 

 
Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry 

by Trish Rabe? 
 

A Desert Scrapbook: Dawn 
To Dusk In The Sonoran 
Desert by Virginia Wright-

Frierson. 
 

**Mirror 
Jeannie Baker  

Information on Yellow 
Spotted Lizards. 

https://animals.mom.me/yello
w-spotted-lizard-3887.html 

 
Holes Book Review. 

https://www.theguardian.com/
childrens-books-

site/2013/oct/05/review-holes-
louis-sachar 

 
Information on Youth 
Detention Centres. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y
outh_detention_center 

 

Snake by Emily Dickinson. 
http://www.poetrybyheart.org.

uk/poems/snake/ 
 

Desert by Josephine Miles. 
https://www.poetryfoundation.
org/poetrymagazine/poems/5
5626/desert-56d237662c8db 

 
‘If Only’ from Holes. 

https://key-of-
grey.livejournal.com/10265.ht

ml 
 

Holes Trailer. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=NEvLRtDKT0c 
 

Swing of Change. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=5fXenaGc8e4 
 

French Roast. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=jbFhATUfuow 
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Fiction Novels 

Space  

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11135/Cosmic-by-

Frank-Cottrell-Boyce.html?cb=35343 
 

Sputnik’s Guide To Life On Earth by Frank Cottrell Boyce. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13811/Sputnik-s-

Guide-to-Life-on-Earth-by-Frank-Cottrell-
Boyce.html?cb=77013 

 
Cakes in Space by Philip Reeve and Sarah Mckintyre. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11311/Cakes-in-
Space-by-Philip-Reeve.html?cb=94557 

 
The War of the Worlds by HG Wells, retold by Eric Brown. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/3745/The-War-of-
the-Worlds-by-H-G-Wells-retold-by-Eric-Brown.html?cb=22259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laika: Astronaut Dog by 
Owen Davey. 

 
Moon Man by Tomi Ungerer. 

 
Here We Are by Oliver 

Jeffers. 
 

Traction Man by Mini Grey. 
 

Orion and the Dark by Emma 
Yarlett. 

Curiosity: The Story Of A 
Mars Rover by Markus 

Motum. 
 

The International Space 
Station by Clive Gifford. 

 
Hidden Figures: The True 

Story Of Four Black Women 
and the Space Race by 

Simon Bartram. 
 

How Big Is The Solar 
System? 

https://www.livescience.com/
39620-how-big-is-solar-

system.html 
 

Starman by David Bowie. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=RpLw8VW-R7I 
 

Man On The Moon by REM. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=g3CR_CxhIeE 
 

We Are The Planets 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=ZHAqT4hXnMw 
 

How Big Is The Solar 
System? 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=MK5E_7hOi-k 

 
The Planets 

https://www.literacyshed.com/
the-sci---fi-shed.html 
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Fiction Novel 

Magical/Unusual/Adventure 

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10854/The-Nowhere-

Emporium-by-Ross-MacKenzie.html?cb=76433 
 

Fizzlebert Stump and the Boy Who Ran Away From The 
Circus by AF Harrold. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7792/Fizzlebert-
Stump-The-Boy-Who-Ran-Away-from-the-Circus-and-Joined-

the-Library-by-A-F-Harrold.html?cb=1984 
 

Lionboy by Zizou Corder. 
Extract on Amazon. 

The Girl Who Walked On Air by Emma Carroll. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10185/The-Girl-Who-

Walked-On-Air-by-Emma-Carroll.html?cb=38322 
 

The Company of Eight by Harriet Whitehorn. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/15305/The-

Company-of-Eight-by-Harriet-Whitehorn.html?cb=56127 
 

The Kite Rider  
Geraldine McCaughrean 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/2540/The-Kite-Rider-
by-Geraldine-McCaughrean.html  

 
The Treasure at the Top of the World 

Clive Mantle 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/15806/The-
Treasure-at-the-Top-of-the-World-by-Clive-Mantle.html  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Imagine A World by Rob 
Gonsalves. 

 
The Viewer by Gary Crew. 

 
A Miscellany of Magical 

Beasts 
Simon Holland  

https://www.lovereading4kids.
co.uk/extract/13563/A-
Miscellany-of-Magical-

Beasts-by-Simon-
Holland.html  

Should Wild Animals Perform 
In Circus Acts? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsro
und/34648475 

 
Ross MacKenzie Biography. 
http://scottishbooktrust.com/p

rofile-author/80712 
 

Information on 
Apprenticeships. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/j
obs-and-work-

experience/apprenticeships/w
hat-is-an-apprenticeship 

 

Nowhere Man by The 
Beatles. 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=voZ-kRCtLYw 

 
Block City by Robert Louis 

Stevenson. 
https://www.poets.org/poetsor

g/poem/block-city 
 

The Land of Counterpane by 
Robert Louis Stevenson. 

https://www.poets.org/poetsor
g/poem/land-counterpane 

 

Taking Flight. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/

takingflight.html 
 

The Alchemist’s Letter. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=fXbf0QSiLv4 
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Fiction Novel 

Night 

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

The Dreamsnatcher by Abi Elphinstone. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10852/The-
Dreamsnatcher-by-Abi-Elphinstone.html?cb=56251 

 
Sky Song by Abi Elphinstone. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14881/Sky-Song-by-
Abi-Elphinstone.html?cb=66434 

 
The Night Spinner by Abi Elphinstone. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13837/The-Night-
Spinner-by-Abi-Elphinstone.html?cb=3645 

 
The Shadow Keeper by Abi Elphinstone. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12347/The-Shadow-
Keeper-by-Abi-Elphinstone.html?cb=40035 

 
The Way Past Winter by Kiran Millwood Hargrave. 

https://www.chickenhousebooks.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/Way-Past-Winter-chapter-1-

FINAL.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Yokki and the Parno Gry by 
Richard O’Neill. 

Do You Know What Dream 
Catchers Do? 

http://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc2/th
e-feed/do-you-know-what-

dream-catchers-do 
 

History and Migration of the 
Romani Race. 

http://www.thegrid.org.uk/lear
ning/bme/traveller/resources/
documents/history_migration

_romani_race_ks3.doc 
 

Abi’s Blog About How She 
Gets Inspired For Her Stories. 
http://www.abielphinstone.co

m/abis-blog/4588060085 
 

A Story of the Dream Catcher 
by Finder. 

http://www.motherbird.com/dr
eams.htm 

 
Dream Catch Me by Newton 

Faulkner. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=dDnjH3SuzOo 
 

The Gypsies by Aleksandr 
Pushkin. 

https://www.poetryloverspage
.com/yevgeny/pushkin/gypsie

s.html 
 

Before Sunrise. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/

before-sunrise.html 
 

Dreamgiver. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/

dreamgiver.html 
 

Road’s End. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=XQN-KvFvTJg 
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Fiction Novel 

 

Picture books Non-fiction Poetry and songs Videos and films 

 

The House With Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson. 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/15103/The-House-

with-Chicken-Legs-by-Sophie-Anderson.html?cb=71350 
 

Howl’s Moving Castle by Dianna Wynne Jones. 
Extract on Amazon. 

 
Time Travelling With A Hamster by Ross Welford. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12175/Time-
Travelling-with-a-Hamster-by-Ross-Welford.html?cb=75107 

 
A Place Called Perfect by Helena Duggan. 

https://usborne.com/browse-
books/catalogue/product/1/12003/a-place-called-perfect/ 

 
The Last Chance Hotel by Nicki Thornton. 

https://www.chickenhousebooks.com/books/last-chance-hotel/ 
 
 

Baba Yaga’s Assistant by 
Marika McCoola. 

 
Vasilisa the Beautiful and 
Baba Yaga by Ivan Bilibin. 

 
Baba Yaga: A Russian 
Folktale by Margaret 
Yatsevitch Finney. 

 
Baba Yaga by Pere Castor. 

The War Against Fairy Tales. 
 

Baba Yaga Factsheet by 
Sophie Anderson. 

 
Baba Yaga’s Daughter. 

http://www.storymuseum.org.
uk/1001stories/upload_files/te

xt_pdf_137.pdf 
 

The Death of Koschei 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/
The_Red_Fairy_Book/The_D
eath_of_Koschei_the_Deathl

ess 
 

Queen Victoria extract  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/reso

urce/t2-e-2221-queen-
victoria-upper-ks2-

differentiated-reading-
comprehension-activity 

 

Baba Yaga’s Spell by Sean D 
Rasmussen. 

http://www.authorsden.com/vi
sit/viewpoetry.asp?AuthorID=

7137&id=12618 
 

Baba Yaga’s Daughter by 
Taiko Haessler. 

http://www.midorisnyder.com/
shfiction/baba-yaga-duet.html 

 
The Hut On Fowl’s Legs 

(Classical Piece). 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=tO5p-gNyVlo 
 

Baba Yaga Has Tea With 
Kostchai The Deathless. 

http://www.liminalitypoetry.co
m/issues/year-two/issue-5-

autumn-2015/baba-yaga-has-
tea-with-kostchai-the-

deathless/ 
 

Baba Yaga Explained. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=fNUeY0OK5-g 
 

Picture To Study Of A Hut on 
Chicken Legs. 

https://www.onceuponapictur
e.co.uk/portfolio_page/hut-

chicken-legs/ 
 

Home Sweet Home. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/

homesweethome.html 
 

Morozko - 44 mins in. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=hw2DN4335hU 
 

A Christmas Carol 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=iN6IMZFwY50&t=468s 
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