Learn and Prosper School

Reading Spine Policy Framework
1. Introduction
1.1 Rationale
The Reading Spine forms a central pillar of our school's reading provision, designed to ensure that all pupils develop fluency, comprehension and a lifelong love of reading. This policy outlines our approach to curating and delivering a reading spine that offers high-quality and diverse literature, fostering pupils' vocabulary acquisition, empathy, cultural awareness, and academic achievement.
This policy is underpinned by government guidance and inspection frameworks, including the National Curriculum in England (2014), which sets clear statutory aims for spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary development. It also draws on the DfE’s Reading Framework (2023), which provides practical strategies for improving reading standards, particularly focused on helping the lowest 20% of readers. Furthermore, it aligns with Ofsted’s Education Inspection Framework (2019, updated 2022), which places a strong emphasis on the quality and coherence of reading across all key stages.
1.2 Aims
This policy aims to:
· Ensure all pupils access a broad, rich canon of literature that spans cultures, topics and time periods.
· Promote reading for pleasure and intrinsic motivation to read.
· Support reading fluency, vocabulary development, and comprehension skills.
· Enhance knowledge acquisition and cultural capital through exposure to key texts.
· Build coherent connections between the reading curriculum and wider subjects.
· Create reading experiences that promote equality, diversity and inclusion.
2. Definition and Principles of a Reading Spine
2.1 What is a Reading Spine?
A Reading Spine is a carefully selected and sequenced collection of texts that all pupils will read or have read aloud to them during their time at school. These texts are chosen to represent a substantive literary heritage; foster shared experiences and language; and scaffold academic progression. The reading spine includes high-quality fiction, non-fiction, traditional tales, poetry and diverse voices relevant to our school community.
The Reading Framework (DfE, 2023) highlights the importance of repeated reading of whole texts, fostering oral language development and strengthening long-term comprehension. This curated spine ensures those principles are embedded in daily practice.
2.2 Core Principles
The Reading Spine is based on the following principles:
· Progressive complexity: Texts are selected and sequenced according to complexity in vocabulary, sentence structure, and thematic depth.
· Breadth and balance: A range of genres, formats, cultures, authors, and literary traditions is included.
· Literary merit: All selected texts are examples of rich and high-quality language use.
· Inclusivity: Texts are inclusive and representative, reflecting the diversity of the pupils and the wider world.
· Curriculum alignment: Texts support knowledge acquisition and thematic exploration across other areas of the curriculum.
· Accessibility: All pupils, including those with SEND or EAL, experience the core texts, with appropriate adaptations and support.
3. Structure of the Reading Spine
3.1 Organisation by Year Group / Key Stage
Texts within the Reading Spine are mapped across all key stages to ensure consistent, cumulative development. Each year group has a core set of spine texts:
· Early Years Foundation Stage:
· Traditional tales, nursery rhymes and stories with repetition and rhyme.
· Stories that reflect the vocabulary and syntax pupils are developing.
· Key Stage 1:
· Simple chapter books and picture books with more developed plots.
· Stories with strong characters, moral dilemmas and description. Both of these stages are included to support pupils who may be working below age.
· Key Stage 2:
· Increasingly complex narrative structures.
· Exposure to classic literature, historical settings and broader themes.
· (If applicable) Key Stage 3:
· Longer texts with layered themes, figurative language, and authorial perspective.
· Enrichment through comparisons of authors and styles.
Each year group’s text selection is reviewed annually and mapped against progression targets.
3.2 Genre and Text-Type Coverage
Our Reading Spine represents the full spectrum of literary genres and text types, including:
· Contemporary fiction
· Classic literature, including pre-20th century authors
· Poetry and performance texts
· Biographies and autobiographies
· Non-fiction texts aligned with curriculum topics
· Folktales, fairy tales, and myths from multiple cultures
Texts are chosen to stimulate curiosity, challenge thinking, and model high-quality writing. This aligns with Ofsted’s emphasis on ensuring a broad and balanced curriculum.
3.3 Progression and Sequencing
Text selection is sequenced to match pupils’ development. Pupils will encounter:
· Increasing complexity in language, grammar, and vocabulary.
· Richer use of symbolism, intertextuality, and moral complexity.
· A growing capacity to make comparisons between authors, themes and text types.
Each year builds upon the literary structures, vocabulary and knowledge of the previous, ensuring a spiralled and cohesive journey through literature.
4. Curriculum Integration
4.1 Linking to the Wider Curriculum
Texts within the Reading Spine are intentionally matched to disciplines across the curriculum where appropriate. For example:
· Historical novels support learning in history.
· Science-based non-fiction texts support scientific understanding.
· Stories with geographical contexts enhance environmental and locational knowledge.
· Themes in PSHE are explored through characterisation and plot development.
This interdisciplinary approach promotes deeper understanding and enables pupils to see reading as a tool for learning and reflection across all subjects.
4.2 Cross-Curricular Literacy
Reading Spine texts are used to model disciplinary reading behaviours, such as:
· Analysing a primary source in history.
· Reading a fieldwork report in geography.
· Interpreting persuasive writing techniques in PSHE and RSE.
This supports our whole-school approach to literacy and aligns with the DfE’s emphasis on disciplinary literacy development in all subjects.
5. Cultural Capital and Diversity
5.1 Inclusivity in Text Selection
Text selection is driven by a commitment to inclusion. Criteria for inclusion include:
· Diverse authorship: Representation of different ethnic backgrounds, religions, genders and abilities.
· Global perspectives: Stories from different countries and cultures.
· Social themes: Fairness, resilience, identity, and belonging.
· Avoidance of stereotyping and tokenism.
This ensures every child sees themselves reflected in the reading materials and has opportunities to learn about others' experiences.
5.2 Promoting British Values
Spine texts are selected to support the promotion of British values, including:
· Democracy: Texts involving choices, votes, or political identities.
· The rule of law: Stories involving justice, consequences and social order.
· Tolerance and mutual respect: Texts that explore diverse religious, cultural and personal identities.
· Individual liberty: Characters exercising agency and independence.
These themes are tied into classroom discussion, debates, and PSHE lessons.
6. Implementation Strategies
6.1 Reading Aloud
Daily read-aloud sessions are planned across all year groups to:
· Expose pupils to complex language and structure.
· Model fluent and expressive reading.
· Provide enjoyment and shared literary experiences.
Adults model intonation, pace, phrasing, and storytelling techniques that support comprehension and fluency. This aligns with the DfE’s guidance that reading aloud should be a core classroom practice.
6.2 Reading for Pleasure
We actively foster reading for enjoyment through:
· Book corners and access to spine texts in class.
· Monthly author and genre focus.
· Book recommendations and displays.
· DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) times every week.
· Collaboration with local libraries and authors-in-residence.
Reading for pleasure is integral to our approach and is supported by evidence from the DfE's research into reading enjoyment and outcomes.
6.3 Staff Training and Development
All staff receive ongoing training in:
· Children’s literature and text knowledge.
· Effective read-aloud procedures.
· Dialogic teaching and book talk.
· Diversity awareness in text selection.
We view the Reading Spine as a whole-school resource, requiring whole-staff understanding and ownership.
6.4 Role of the School Library
Our school library complements the Reading Spine by providing:
· Spine texts for communal and individual borrowing.
· Wider reading materials linked to core themes and author studies.
· Librarian-led sessions to promote reading habits and choice.
The library plays a key part in enabling equitable access and encouraging free-choice reading.
7. Monitoring and Evaluation
7.1 Monitoring Impact
The reading spine is monitored through:
· Pupil interviews and reading conferencing.
· Reading tracker data.
· Lesson observations and book scrutiny.
· Staff feedback and curriculum review meetings.
The Reading Leader conducts regular audits of text usage and impact, working closely with subject leaders and class teachers.
7.2 Review Cycle
The Reading Spine and this policy are reviewed annually to:
· Ensure ongoing alignment with curriculum goals and national expectations.
· Keep texts current, relevant and engaging.
· Incorporate feedback from pupils, staff, and the school community.
· Update for equality, diversity and inclusion.
All updates are reviewed by the SLT and ratified by governors.
8. Roles and Responsibilities
8.1 Leaders
· Headteacher: Ensures reading remains a strategic school priority and is resourced appropriately.
· Reading/English Leader: Oversees policy implementation, staff development and curriculum integration of the reading spine.
8.2 Teachers
· Delivers reading sessions using spine texts.
· Champions high-quality reading and book talk.
· Differentiates support so all pupils access core texts.
8.3 Support Staff
· Support reading groups and one-to-one reading using spine texts.
· Join in with read-aloud sessions and pupil recommendations.
· Receive CPD on text engagement and talk prompts.
8.4 Governors
· Monitor implementation of the Reading Spine as part of curriculum scrutiny.
· Ensure legal and budgetary compliance.
· Provide oversight on diversity, impact and inclusion.
9. Equal Opportunities and Inclusion
We ensure that the reading spine supports equal access for all pupils by:
· Using multiple formats (e.g., large print, audiobooks, dyslexia-friendly editions).
· Providing adapted texts for pupils with SEND needs while maintaining core content.
· Using pre-teaching, scaffolds, and targeted vocabulary support to improve inclusion.
· Selecting texts with care to avoid cultural insensitivity or inaccessibility.
All pupils should be able to participate meaningfully in reading spine activities.
10. Appendices
10.1 Year Group Literature Map
· A mapped overview of key texts per year group with genre, theme, and rationale.
· Including titles such as:
· Year 1: Beegu, Paddington, Look Up!
· Year 4: Varjak Paw, The Firework Maker’s Daughter, Wind in the Willows
· Year 6: Wonder, The Boy at the Back of the Class, A Christmas Carol
10.2 Text Selection Criteria
Texts are selected using the following criteria:
· Literary quality and richness of vocabulary.
· Age-appropriateness and developmental progression.
· Cultural diversity and relevance.
· Alignment with curriculum themes.
· Opportunities for discussion, performance or cross-disciplinary learning.
10.3 Supporting Documents
· The Reading Framework (DfE, 2023)
· National Curriculum English Programmes of Study (KS1-KS4)
· Ofsted Education Inspection Framework
· Learn and Prosper School Resources and planning links – just double click.


















This framework provides a rigorous, inclusive and strategic approach to reading that aligns with leading research and national expectations, ensuring all pupils become enthusiastic, capable, and frequent readers.
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Yearly Scheme of Work in Reading KS2

The following scheme of work outlines a comprehensive approach to reading within Key Stage 2. This is designed to enhance the reading proficiency of pupils through a structured curriculum that encompasses a variety of texts and encourages independent and guided reading.

The academic year is divided into three main terms, each focusing on specific genres and themes. In the Autumn term, the focus will be on fictional narratives, allowing pupils to explore character development, plot structures, and thematic elements. Suggested readings include "Charlotte’s Web" by E.B. White and "Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone" by J.K. Rowling. These texts not only engage students' imaginations but also facilitate discussions on moral values and friendship.

During the Spring term, emphasis will shift to non-fiction texts. This will help students develop critical skills in comprehension and analysis. Suggested readings for this term include "The Adventures of Tintin: The Secret of the Unicorn" (as a blend of fiction and non-fiction through the incorporation of historical facts) and various informative texts on notable figures and events. These selections can stimulate curiosity and encourage research-based projects.

In the Summer term, we will introduce poetry and plays, offering students the opportunity to appreciate the musicality of language and the nuances of dramatic expression. Suggested readings include "The Works of Roald Dahl" for humorous poetry and a selection of plays suitable for performance, such as "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" adapted for stage.

Throughout the year, pupils will engage in varied reading activities including group discussions, presentations, and written reflections. Regular assessments will be conducted to monitor progress, ensuring that each student is supported in their reading journey, ultimately fostering a lifelong love of literature.
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A Whole Year Reading Plan for Year 3/4

This reading plan aims to structure a comprehensive year’s worth of reading activities for Year 3 and Year 4 students, meticulously aligned with the curriculum expectations set forth in the Key Stage 2 English Framework. By utilising the Rhino Reading Scheme, this plan thoughtfully incorporates a range of texts designed to nurture a profound love of reading while simultaneously enhancing students' comprehension, vocabulary, and analytical capabilities. The following table presents suggested texts alongside their corresponding themes and objectives, ensuring a well-rounded literary experience that enriches the pupils’ learning journey.

		Term

		Book Title

		Author

		Theme/Focus

		Objectives



		1

		"The Elephant and the Bad Baby"

		Elphinstone Dayrell

		Family, Friendship

		Students will identify and discuss character relationships, express opinions about the characters, and articulate main ideas presented in the story, thereby enhancing their critical thinking and interpretative skills.



		1

		"Tiddler"

		Julia Donaldson

		Imagination, Storytelling

		Pupils will learn to retell the story in sequence, recognising and executing narrative structures while discussing the imaginative elements of storytelling with peers to foster collaborative learning.



		2

		"The Gruffalo"

		Julia Donaldson

		Animals, Courage

		Students will explore key themes within the text, using inference and prediction skills to engage with the story. They will learn to articulate their thoughts on how courage is portrayed through the protagonist and other characters.



		2

		"Mr. Grumpy's Outing"

		John Burningham

		Adventure, Problem-solving

		Pupils will practice predicting outcomes based on character actions, engaging in discussions about how problem-solving is integral to the narrative, thus encouraging analytical reasoning.



		3

		"Puffin Peter"

		Petr Horáček

		Nature, Friendship

		By developing empathy for characters through narrative engagement, pupils will identify character motivations and discuss how these contribute to the overall themes of friendship and acceptance.



		3

		"Naughty Bus"

		Jan Oke

		Travel, Imagination

		Engagement with illustrations will be a focus, as students will infer meaning from both text and visual cues, enhancing their ability to interpret a narrative through multiple lenses.



		4

		"The Dragon Machine"

		Helen Ward

		Storytelling, Adventure

		Pupils will learn to identify emotions experienced by characters, discussing how these emotions influence characters' decisions and exploring moral dilemmas presented in the story.



		4

		"Kevin"

		Rob Biddulph

		Acceptance, Friendship

		Students will enhance their vocabulary by exploring new words in context, facilitating discussions on the themes of kindness and acceptance, which foster a supportive classroom environment.



		5

		"Dogger"

		Shirley Hughes

		Family, Emergency

		Pupils will deepen their understanding of authorial language, developing summarisation skills while articulating their thoughts on the narrative arc and emotional impacts of familial connections.



		5

		"The Jelly that Wouldn't Wobble"

		Angela Mitchell

		Creativity, Problem-solving

		The focus on critical thinking encourages pupils to draw conclusions based on the narrative and discuss potential alternative solutions presented within the story's context.



		6

		"How to Catch a Star"

		Oliver Jeffers

		Ambition, Imagination

		Students will evaluate characters' actions against their motivations, fostering personal reflections on dreams and ambitions, and relating these to their own lives.



		6

		"Silly Billy"

		Mick Inkpen

		Friendship, Fear

		Discussions centred around relationships will enhance students’ comprehension abilities, enabling them to connect their experiences to the text and engage in meaningful dialogue about emotional challenges.





This year-long reading plan not only aligns seamlessly with the learning objectives outlined in the Key Stage 2 English Framework, but it also serves to engage students in a rich, varied literary experience. By systematically exposing students to a variety of themes, narratives, and character arcs, this approach to reading fosters critical thinking, creativity, and a comprehensive understanding of texts. It is imperative that teachers supplement these readings with related activities, discussions, and projects, thereby enriching the educational experience through multifaceted engagement with literature. Through this holistic approach, pupils will develop both confidence and proficiency in their reading abilities, ultimately cultivating within themselves a lifelong passion for literature and learning.
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Whole Year Reading Plan for Year 5 and 6 Following the KS2 English Framework and the Rhino Reading Scheme

The following table outlines a comprehensive reading plan for Year 5 and Year 6, adhering to the Key Stage 2 (KS2) English Framework and utilising the Rhino Reading Scheme. This detailed plan encompasses suggested reading materials, key skills to be developed throughout each term, as well as links to assessment frameworks to ensure that pupils cultivate their literacy skills effectively across the academic year.

		Term

		Book Suggestions

		Key Skills Developed

		Assessment Framework Links



		Autumn Term

		"Holes" by Louis Sachar

		This novel aids in developing skills of inference and prediction. Pupils will analyse the characters’ motivations and consequences of their actions through reflection and discussion.

		National Curriculum Assessment



		


		"The Phoenix Song" by Sophie Anderson

		Enhances character analysis skills through vivid characterisation and themes related to identity. Pupils are encouraged to compare and contrast characters’ journeys.

		Reading Progression Framework



		


		"The Lost Thing" by Shaun Tan

		This text fosters visual literacy, allowing pupils to interpret and respond to illustrations alongside the text, enhancing comprehension skills.

		




		Spring Term

		"The Boy at the Back of the Class" by Onjali Q. Raúf

		Engages pupils in developing empathy through storytelling. Discussions will focus on understanding the perspectives of others, particularly in the context of social issues.

		End of Key Stage 2 Assessment



		


		"Wonder" by R.J. Palacio

		Promotes understanding of diverse perspectives, enhancing discussion on themes of kindness, acceptance, and inclusiveness among peers.

		




		


		"The Explorer" by Katherine Rundell

		This adventure narrative encourages the development of critical thinking as pupils discuss moral dilemmas faced by the characters throughout their exploration.

		




		Summer Term

		"Goodnight Mister Tom" by Michelle Magorian

		Addresses historical context effectively. Pupils will explore themes of war, friendship, and resilience, enhancing their analytical skills while connecting to historical events.

		Assessment Framework for Reading



		


		"Pax" by Sara Pennypacker

		This narrative allows for exploration of themes of friendship and loyalty, enabling pupils to delve deep into the emotional and ethical questions surrounding relationships.

		




		


		"Skyward" by Brandon Sanderson

		Challenges pupils’ critical thinking through a rich narrative. Students will explore not only the plot but also narrative techniques and character developments.

		






Curriculum Links

This reading plan aligns with the following aspects of the KS2 English Framework:

· Reading Comprehension: Pupils should be able to engage with a range of texts, demonstrating understanding through discussion and reflective writing aligned with the criteria set out in the framework.

· Vocabulary Development: Each book is selected to enhance vocabulary through context, enabling pupils to explore language in a variety of rich, textual environments.

· Literary Analysis: By engaging with diverse literature, pupils develop their ability to analyse character motives, themes, and settings, thereby enhancing their overall engagement and understanding.

Recommended Assessment Methods

In order to monitor progress throughout the year, it is vital to incorporate a variety of formative assessments. Suggested methods include:

· Reading Journals: Pupils maintain journals, where they reflect on their reading experiences, note favourite passages, and provide insights into characters and themes.

· Group Discussions: Facilitate discussion groups post-reading sessions, allowing students to articulate their understanding and listen to differing perspectives, thereby enhancing their collaborative skills.

· Formal Assessments: At the conclusion of each term, utilise standardised assessments linked to the KS2 English Framework, ensuring a structured evaluation of progress and areas for improvement.

Through this structured reading plan, pupils will not only engage with a diverse array of texts but also develop essential literacy skills, preparing them for future academic success. Continuous engagement and assessment will further enhance their reading abilities, ensuring they are confident and proficient readers by the end of Key Stage 2.
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Whole Year Reading Schemes for Year 8

The following reading scheme for Year 8 has been developed in accordance with the Key Stage 3 (KS3) English framework. This comprehensive plan integrates cross-curricular themes, offers book suggestions, and outlines formal and informal assessment criteria. The goal is to foster a deep understanding of literature while enhancing critical thinking and communication skills.

		Term

		Focus Area

		Suggested Texts

		Cross-Curricular Links

		Formal Assessment Criteria

		Informal Assessment Criteria



		Autumn

		Characterisation

		A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness

		PSHE (emotional literacy)

		Analysis of character development and motivations.

		Participation in class discussions on characters.



		


		


		Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo

		History (World War I)

		Written character analysis assignment.

		Peer feedback on character insights.



		Spring

		Theme and Context

		Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman

		Citizenship (social issues)

		Thematic essay on prejudice and discrimination.

		Group presentations on the societal influences in the text.



		


		


		The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne

		History (Holocaust studies)

		Understanding historical context in relation to themes.

		Reflective journals on readings.



		Summer

		Comparative Analysis

		Animal Farm by George Orwell

		Politics (dystopian societies)

		Comparative essay on themes and techniques.

		Informal debates on the implications of the texts.



		


		


		Lord of the Flies by William Golding

		Sociology (human behaviour)

		Analysis of leadership and power dynamics in both texts.

		Contribution to online discussion forums on comparative themes.





Throughout the year, students will be encouraged to engage in both formal and informal assessments to track their progress and understanding of the material. Formal assessments will comprise written assignments, essays, and thematic analyses that will evaluate students’ comprehension and critical thinking. Informal assessments will include class discussions, group work, and presentations, which will promote collaborative learning and facilitate a deeper engagement with the texts.

The integration of cross-curricular links aims to enhance students’ learning experience, allowing them to draw connections between literature and other subjects. By examining themes of social justice, historical context, and human behaviour, students will develop a well-rounded perspective that is applicable across various disciplines.

In summary, this whole-year reading scheme for Year 8 aligns with the KS3 English framework and is designed to inspire a love for reading, critical analysis, and an appreciation for diverse perspectives. The combination of high-quality texts, collaborative activities, and varied assessment methods will support students’ development as thoughtful and engaged readers.
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Whole Year Reading Schemes for Year 9 Following the KS3 English Framework

Designing a comprehensive reading scheme for Year 9 students is imperative for fostering a robust understanding of literature, honing analytical skills, and encouraging a love for reading. This reading scheme follows the KS3 English Framework, incorporating a blend of fiction and non-fiction texts, alongside cross-curricular elements that enrich the educational experience. It includes thoughtful book suggestions, formal and informal assessments, as well as engaging activities that help students develop critical thinking and communication skills.

		Term

		Book Suggestions

		Cross-Curricular Links

		Formal Assessment

		Informal Assessment



		1

		"The Hunger Games" by Suzanne Collins
A dystopian novel that explores themes of power, survival, and societal structure through the eyes of a young protagonist, Katniss Everdeen.

		Citizenship: Examination of governance, authority, and societal cohesion. This novel engages students in discussions about democracy and oppression.

		End-of-term essay analysing major themes, character development, and narrative structure, with a focus on the implications of the societal model presented in the novel.

		Group discussions and debates focusing on moral dilemmas and character decisions, encouraging students to articulate their thoughts on the ethical implications of the story.



		


		"Romeo and Juliet" by William Shakespeare
This tragic play delves into themes of love, fate, and conflict, serving as a foundation for understanding Shakespearean language and drama.

		Drama: Students can explore elements of performance, scriptwriting, and directorial choices by analysing various interpretations of the text.

		Performance of selected scenes demonstrating an understanding of character motivations, use of language, and emotional depth, culminating in a showcase for peers.

		Peer feedback on scene interpretations and character portrayals, highlighting effective use of language and emotional expression.



		2

		"War Horse" by Michael Morpurgo
A moving narrative that follows a horse's journey through World War I, exploring themes of friendship, loyalty, and the horrors of war.

		History: Students analyse the historical context of World War I, engaging them in discussions about the impact of war on society and individuals.

		Character analysis and comparison essay, focusing on the development of key figures and their relationships, as well as the thematic implications of war.

		Visual timelines documenting significant events within the narrative and their historical accuracy, encouraging creativity and critical analysis.



		


		"Of Mice and Men" by John Steinbeck
This novella explores themes of dreams, friendship, and isolation against the backdrop of the Great Depression, showcasing the struggles of itinerant workers.

		Sociology: Analyses the socio-economic factors affecting characters, promoting discussions surrounding inequality, aspiration, and friendship.

		Creative writing task where students compose an internal monologue from a character’s perspective, shedding light on their motivations and dreams.

		Class debates on the moral issues faced by characters, facilitating empathetic engagement and critical thinking.



		3

		"The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time" by Mark Haddon
Offering a unique perspective through the eyes of a protagonist with autism, this novel investigates the intricacies of human relationships and logical reasoning.

		Maths: Engages students with mathematical concepts and logical problem-solving techniques as presented in the protagonist's investigations.

		Analytical response considering narrative style, character perspectives, and thematic elements, focusing on the importance of viewpoint in storytelling.

		Journal entries responding to significant events in the narrative, encouraging reflective thinking and personal connection to the material.



		


		"A Monster Calls" by Patrick Ness
This poignant tale reflects on themes of grief, healing, and courage through the experiences of a boy dealing with his mother's illness.

		Psychology: Addresses emotional wellbeing and coping strategies, prompting discussions about mental health and personal resilience.

		Oral presentation on the themes of loss and acceptance, requiring students to synthesis their understanding of the text and relate it to personal experiences.

		Small group discussions reflecting personal connections to the themes, allowing students to express their thoughts in a supportive environment.



		4

		"Animal Farm" by George Orwell
An allegorical novella that critiques totalitarianism, exploring the dynamics of power and corruption through the lens of a farm's animal inhabitants.

		Politics: Engages students in discussions about governance, power dynamics, and historical allegory, connecting to contemporary political issues.

		Comparative essay on themes of power in both "Animal Farm" and current events, challenging students to draw parallels and critically analyse both contexts.

		Role-play scenarios illustrating characters’ ethical decisions, encouraging empathy and deliberation on political themes.



		


		"The Book Thief" by Markus Zusak
Set in Nazi Germany, this novel offers a unique narrative on the power of words and storytelling, seen through the eyes of a young girl, Liesel.

		Art: Encourages creative expressions of history, inspiring students to consider the impact of literature and art in times of societal upheaval.

		Letter-writing exercise from the perspective of a character, allowing students to explore character motivations and narrative voice deeply.

		Visual art project interpreting key themes and emotions from the novel, encouraging a multi-faceted approach to literature and creativity.





Throughout the academic year, students will engage in diverse assessment methods, allowing for both formal evaluations—such as essays, creative writing, and presentations—and informal assessments—like group discussions and creative tasks. These approaches are designed to accommodate various learning styles, encouraging critical engagement and fostering a deeper appreciation for literature.

In conclusion, a well-rounded reading scheme not only aligns with the KS3 English framework but also promotes cross-curricular learning, critical thinking, and emotional development. By integrating a diverse selection of texts and assessment types, students will be better equipped for their future academic pursuits and personal growth in literacy and beyond.
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A Whole Year Reading Plan for Year 7 Following the English Framework for KS3

Below is a comprehensive reading plan tailored for Year 7 students that adheres to the English framework for Key Stage 3. This plan encompasses suggested texts, cross-curricular links, and both formal and informal assessment strategies designed to engage students thoroughly and enhance their literary skills throughout the academic year.

		Term

		Book Suggestions

		Cross-Curricular Links

		Formal Assessment Suggestions

		Informal Assessment Suggestions



		Autumn

		"The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas" by John Boyne

		History (World War II)

		Students will write an analytical essay comparing themes of innocence and prejudice as experienced by the protagonists, assessing how their viewpoints are influenced by historical context.

		Organise group discussions that allow students to reflect on character development and historical context, fostering an environment for critical thinking and empathy.



		


		"Wonder" by R.J. Palacio

		PSHE (Empathy and Diversity)

		Students will create a presentation focusing on the importance of kindness and acceptance in modern society, driving home the significance of the themes portrayed in the narrative.

		Utilise peer feedback mechanisms where students analyse character arcs and their relevance to personal experiences, which enhances social skills and emotional intelligence.



		


		


		


		


		Encourage students to maintain reading journals that reflect their responses to characters, themes, and their personal interpretations of the texts.



		Spring

		"Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone" by J.K. Rowling

		Science (Magic vs Reality)

		Students will complete a creative writing task that requires them to compose an alternative chapter, exploring a scientific concept, such as gravity or genetics, within the magical framework established throughout the novel.

		Utilise storyboarding to map out key scenes, allowing students to visually represent the narrative structure and enhance comprehension through artistic expression.



		


		"A Christmas Carol" by Charles Dickens

		Religious Education (Themes of Charity)

		Conduct a written exam on the literary devices used in the text, inviting students to critique their effectiveness in delivering the moral and thematic undertones of the story.

		Organise collaborative group work to analyse character motivations and their impact on the plot, encouraging dialogue and shared insights among peers.



		


		


		


		


		Facilitate class debates on the moral lessons presented in the narrative, challenging students to articulate their beliefs and engage in respectful discourse.



		Summer

		"The Outsiders" by S.E. Hinton

		Social Studies (Class and Society)

		Students will undertake an analytical project comparing the concepts of social classes in the texts studied throughout the year, employing both textual evidence and supplementary research.

		Encourage informal role-plays where students embody various characters, allowing them to explore different perspectives and deepen their understanding of the socio-economic themes.



		


		"The Hobbit" by J.R.R. Tolkien

		Geography (Imaginary Landscapes)

		In a creative project, students will design a detailed map of Middle-earth, identifying significant locations and exploring their relevance within the context of the narrative, thereby linking geography to literary exploration.

		Implement daily reading logs to track progress and engagement with texts, requiring students to reflect on their thoughts, questions, and predictions as they read.



		


		


		


		


		Organise verbal quizzes that review plot points and themes, cultivating recall and reinforcing understanding in an engaging manner.





This reading plan promotes a cross-disciplinary approach, enabling students to make meaningful connections between literature and other subjects while encouraging independent and collaborative learning. The assessment strategies outlined are designed to motivate students to engage with texts on multiple cognitive and emotional levels, enhancing their understanding and appreciation of literature. Formal assessments provide valuable insights into students' comprehension and analytical capabilities, while informal assessments encourage dialogue, creativity, and peer collaboration.

Overall, the selection of texts, paired with the accompanying activities, aims to cultivate a sustained love for reading, inspire curiosity, and prepare students for more advanced literary studies in subsequent years. By weaving together literature and various academic disciplines, this plan strives to create well-rounded learners who are equipped with critical thinking and communication skills essential for their educational journey.
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Book Recommendations for Year 3 and 4 Readers

1. The Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney

This hilarious series follows the adventures of Greg Heffley, a middle-schooler who grapples with the complexities of growing up. Presented in a diary format with illustrations, it engages readers with relatable anecdotes and humorous insights.

2. The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, Aged 13¾ by Sue Townsend

Adrian’s life is anything but ordinary as he navigates the trials of adolescence. This classic is written in diary form and captures the angst and comedy of teenage life, making it a perfect fit for students who enjoy personal narratives.

3. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl

Join Charlie Bucket as he embarks on a magical adventure inside Willy Wonka's chocolate factory. This captivating tale features whimsical characters and delicious surprises, inspiring creativity and imagination.

4. The Incredible Edibles by Harriet Muncaster

A delightful blend of stories, this book features recipes and letters from the charming world of food-loving characters. Young readers will enjoy the imaginative illustrations and engaging activities that accompany the tales.

5. Francesca Simon’s Horrid Henry Series

Horrid Henry’s escapades are bound to entertain. This series combines humour with relatable scenarios, featuring letters and diary entries as Henry navigates the ups and downs of his mischievous life.

6. The Lost Diary of a Modern-DAY Gladiator by Linda Bailey

This wonderfully illustrated book blends diary entries with informative snippets about ancient Rome. It offers a fascinating glimpse into a young gladiator’s life, making history fun and accessible for young readers.

7. Diary of a S soccer player by Tom Palmer

Follow the journey of a young football fanatic as he shares his experiences through a series of diary entries. This book reflects the passion for sport and the challenges of teamwork and resilience.

8. Mango and Bambang: This is a Mystery by Polly Faber

This charming story features the delightful duo of a girl named Mango and her best friend, a tapir named Bambang. Telling the story through a mix of letters and anecdotes, the book is light-hearted and full of adventure.

9. Tom Gates: Excellent Excuses (and Other Good Stuff) by Liz Pichon

Through a series of doodles, notes, and diary entries, Tom Gates shares his everyday life, filled with school adventures, family antics, and his love for music and drawing. A perfect choice for encouraging creativity in readers.

10. How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell

In this exciting tale, young Viking Hiccup discovers a world far beyond what he knows. The story is crafted with a mix of narration and engaging dialogue that keeps readers enthralled as they explore dragon training.

11. Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Fabulous Life by Rachel Renée Russell

Follow the misadventures of Nikki Maxwell through her diary, filled with fun illustrations and relatable teenage dramas. This series highlights the ups and downs of school life and friendships.

12. Ella Diaries: Starting School by Meredith Badger

This engaging series is captured through the eyes of Ella, who shares her experiences starting school through letters and diary entries. Readers will connect with her feelings and adventures during this exciting time.

13. The World’s Worst Children by David Walliams

This collection features a series of quirky characters and their hilarious stories. While it may not strictly follow the diary format, the entertaining narratives and illustrations will keep young readers engaged.

14. Astrosaurs: The Space Dinosaurs by Steve Cole

In this adventurous series, readers join Captain Teggs and his dinosaur crew as they explore the galaxy. With fun illustrations and creative storytelling, it’s ideal for those with a taste for adventure and humour.

15. Ghost Stories for Kids by Liz Miles

A collection of spooky tales told through short stories and letters, perfect for children who enjoy a bit of mystery. Each story is engaging and suited for younger audiences, introducing them to classic ghostly themes.


