
Art Vocabulary progression 

 EYFS Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Colour 
 
Texture, line, shape and 
pattern associated language 
integrated throughout. 

Colours Tone, deep, pale, light, 
primary colours, secondary 
colours, hot, cold. 

Mixed colours, primary, 
secondary, hot and cold, 
contrasting, complementary. 
tone. 

mix, atmosphere, light 
effects, flesh, identify primary 
secondary and 
complementary colours, 
imagination, contrasting, 
harmonious, tertiary, colour 
theory.  

Drawing 
 
Texture, line, shape and 
pattern associated language 
integrated throughout. 

Line, thin, thick, wavy, 
straight, pencil, chalk, pastel, 
felt tip. 

Thick, thin, soft, wavy, 
straight, shape, detail, 
shadow, sketch, dark, light, 
shade. 
 

Charcoal, pencil, crayon, 
chalk, pastels, pens, grade, 
shade, sketch, shapes, line, 
proportions, emotion, 
expression. 

observation, photographs, 
visual images Lines Marks, 
Tone, Form and Texture; 
lines, patterns, shapes, tonal 
contrast, mixed media, 
shading, hatching, blending, 
Perspective and Composition: 
perspective, single focal 
point, horizon, composition, 
scale, foreground, middle 
ground, background 

Painting 

 
Texture, line, shape and 
pattern associated language 
integrated throughout. 

Marks, brush, sponge, colour, 
shape, size. 

Brush, scale, media, water 
colour, paint, mixing, detail. 

Shades, tint, mix, effects, 
water colour, layering, brush. 

Sketchbooks, record, 
observation, review, revisit, 
improve, design techniques, 
materials Colour: mix and 
match, wet, dry, 
watercolours. 



Art Vocabulary progression 

Sculpture 
 
Texture, line, shape and 
pattern associated language 
integrated throughout. 

Smooth, rough/bumpy, tools, 
sculpture, make. 

Sculpture, material, clay, 
natural, tools, techniques, 
rolling, kneading, texture, 
smooth, rough, surface. 

Improve, review, design, 
materials, surface, texture, 
join, model, shape, develop, 
clay, pottery, sculpture, 
purpose, calve, wire. 

Record, materials, 
observations, review, revisit, 
improve, design techniques, 
intricate patterns, textures, 
malleable, clay, slabs, coils, 
coils, wire, bend, sculptures. 

Collage 
 
Texture, line, shape and 
pattern associated language 
integrated throughout. 

Gluing, sticking, paper, fabric, 
rip, tear, scrunch. 

Imagination, images, laying, 
tearing, cutting, twisting, 
curling, scrunching, texture, 
sort, group, fold. 

Imagination, images, laying, 
tearing, cutting, twisting, 
curling, scrunching, texture, 
sort, group, fold, mood. 
(Understanding that collage is 
a way of collecting ideas and 
information.) 

Different mediums, collage, 
Imagination, images, laying, 
tearing, cutting, twisting, 
curling, scrunching, texture, 
sort, group, fold, mood. 
(Understanding that collage is 
a way of collecting ideas and 
information as well as adding 
additional detail to designs.) 

Printing 
 
Texture, line, shape and 
pattern associated language 
integrated throughout. 

Print, pattern, sponge. Print, pattern, marks, stencil, 
blocks, repeat.  

Create, printing, blocks, 
repeating patterns, overlays, 
texture, purpose, method. 

Printing blocks, relief, 
impressed method, three 
overlays, media, technique, 
screen printing, blotted line 
technique, layers. 

Textiles 
 
Texture, line, shape and 
pattern associated language 
integrated throughout. 

Fabric, decorate, practise, 
sewing/stitch.  

Fabric, colour, texture, 
length, size, thread, needle, 
stitch, sew, running stitch, 
dye. 

Printing, dyeing, weaving, 
colour, texture, fabric, effect, 
stitching, cutting, joining, 
scale, purpose. 

Colour, texture, fabric, effect, 
stitching, cutting, joining, 
scale, purpose, laying, media, 
sewing, structure. 

 


