
 
 

 

Headteacher: Mrs. Louise O’Mahony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

10th September 2021 

 

Key Stage 1 – Welcome Letter 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome 

A warm welcome to you all, it’s been wonderful to have the children back in school these last few weeks! We do 

hope you have had a lovely summer break and that the children are refreshed and ready to start a new school 

year. We are very much looking forward to working with you and your child this year and have an exciting year 

planned. This letter will give you some information about the organisation and day to day running of the KS1 

department as well as an overview of what we have planned for this term. 

 

 

Class Organisation 

There are three classes in KS1 this year, organised as follows: 

Year 1 – Miss Keeling (Class Teacher) Mrs Saunders (Teaching Assistant) Mrs Freeman (One to One Teaching 

Assistant) 

Year 2A – Mrs Hunter & Mrs Sayers (Class Teacher) Mrs Knight (Teaching Assistant) 

Year 2B – Miss Moriarty (Class Teacher) & Mrs Howard (Teaching Assistant) 

 

Mrs Wall, Mrs Fox and Mr Bowman will also be working with some of the classes this year.  

 

May I take this opportunity to formally welcome Miss Keeling to St. Mary’s. We are looking forward to working 

with her and are excited to welcome her to our school community. Please do introduce yourself to Miss Keeling 

when you see her in and around school; I know she is equally excited to get to know our families. 

 

 

The Curriculum 

Please refer to the Curriculum Map at the end of this newsletter for a full overview of the topics being covered 

this year. 
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Please note, that as part of our ‘Covid-19 Catch Up Curriculum’, the core subjects will be prioritised throughout 

the Autumn term. 

 

PE  

As you are aware, we have decided to continue with children coming into school in their PE kit on their PE day. 

 

This year, we are asking that children wear a set PE kit as follows: 

 

 blue, black or dark grey jogging pants/leggings/shorts 

 plain white t-shirt 

 blue, black or dark grey hoodie/sweatshirt (weather dependent) 

 pumps for indoor PE, trainers for outdoors 

 

This term the PE days are as follows: 

 

Miss Keeling’s Class – every Friday 

Mrs Hunter’s/Mrs Sayers’ Class – every Wednesday 

Miss Moriarty’s Class – every Tuesday 

 

 

Homework 

 

Homework grid 

As in previous years, all children will receive a cross curricular homework grid. We ask that the children 

complete one piece of work a week. 

Maths homework 

This year we have subscribed to a fantastic online resource called ‘Mathletics’. Each week the children will 

receive a piece of maths homework.  This will be linked directly to the Maths lessons taught during the week. 

Login details and passwords will be sent home shortly.  

 

 

Spellings 

Spellings will be sent home each week.  The spellings relate to the phonics and spelling lessons taught during the 

week.  They may include some tricky words, high frequency words or common exception words as well as spelling 

patterns.  We recognise that the words may appear to sometimes be challenging but they are reflective of the 

current curriculum and indeed the teaching and learning expectations in class. Please help your child to practise 

their spellings ready for the spelling check on a Friday.   

 

As well as learning spelling rules, each year group has a list of additional words that they need to be able to 

read and spell. These are called ‘Common Exception words’. These have been sent home previously and are also 

on our school website. Children regularly practise these words in school, but it would help greatly if they could 

also learn these at home. Please ask your child’s class teacher if you would like another copy of these sending 

home. 
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In addition, we are excited to introduce an online spelling platform called ‘Spelling Shed’ this year. This is 

another excellent resource and it will enable your children to practise their spellings in a fun and engaging way. 

Again, login details and passwords will be sent home shortly. 

 

 

Reading 

Each year we highlight the importance of reading. Now more than ever, reading is so important. In KS1, reading 

is an absolute priority and additional time is being given to reading each week.  We cannot stress enough the 

importance of reading at home and ask that children read each day. We ask that reading records are signed and 

returned to school so that home reading can be monitored by your child’s class teacher. Reading books can be 

changed on any day of the week.  

 

If anyone still has home reading books at home that haven’t been returned, please send them into school as 

soon as possible. 

 

 

Rewards 

Across KS1, there are several reward systems. We are continuing to use Class Dojo’s in school to recognise and 

celebrate individual success and good behaviour.  This platform is also a great way for your child’s class teacher 

to keep you informed and for you to keep in touch with their teacher.  

 

Each class also operates a class reward system, whereby the class work collectively together to earn class 

rewards and special treats. 

 

We will continue to hold our weekly ‘Reward Assembly’ in school. Each week a certificate will awarded in each 

class for Mary’s Missionaries (catholic life award) and a Star of the Week. This year, we would like to welcome 

parents of certificate winners to join us for the assembly and celebrate in your child’s success. Therefore, 

from next week, you will be notified by Wednesday if your child is going to receive a certificate and you will be 

invited to attend the assembly virtually via Microsoft Teams. 

 

Water 

Please ensure that your child has a water bottle in school each day. We ask that these are labelled with your 

child’s name. 

 

Fruit 

Fruit is provided for all children in KS1 and this will be enjoyed during our morning break. 

 

Labels 

Please ensure that jumpers, coats and other items of clothing are labelled. This makes it much easier to return 

items to their correct owner. 
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‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings 

Meet the Teacher meetings will take place in the school hall on Tuesday 14th September at 2:15pm. This is an 

opportunity for you to meet your child’s class teacher and the rest of the KS1 team, find out about day-to-day 

life in your child’s new class and to ask any questions you may have. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. We look forward to seeing you at the ‘Meet the Teacher’ 

meetings next Tuesday.  In the meantime, if you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us 

and we will be happy to speak with you.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Sayers, Mrs Hunter, Miss Moriarty and Miss Keeling. 

KS1 Team 

 

 

 


