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20th September 2019 

 

Key Stage 1 – Welcome Letter 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

It has been so lovely to welcome the children back to school and see how quickly they have 

all settled into their new classes.  We hope your child has enjoyed the first 3 weeks and 

we are looking forward to a very busy and exciting term!  This letter will give you some 

information about the organisation and day to day running of the Key Stage 1 department 

as well as an overview of what we have planned for this term.  

 

Class Organisation 

 

There are three classes in the KS1 department this year.  The classes are organised as 

follows: 

 

Year R/1 – Miss Francis 

Year 1/2 – Mrs Adlington 

Year 1/2 – Mrs Whittaker 

 

Mrs Davies, Mrs Howard, Mrs Saunders, Mrs Hodges, Mrs Fox, Mr Bowman and Miss 

Baxter are the support staff working in the department this year.   

 

The Curriculum 

Autumn Term Topics 

 

RE 

We continue to teach RE using the Come and See programme. 

 

The themes for this term are: 

Domestic Church – Family 

Baptism/Confirmation – Belonging 

Advent/Christmas – Loving 

Other Faith week – Judaism 
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Wider Curriculum 

As you may know, we have been very busy redesigning our curriculum to ensure that it best 

meets the needs of our children at St. Mary’s.  Each term is themed around a different 

locality, so that over the year the children study a local, national and global area. 

We are very excited about the work we have planned and are looking forward to the year 

ahead! 

 

Our Autumn topic is ‘Leyland’.  Throughout the topic we will be looking at different links 

within Leyland such as The National Transport Museum, Worden Park, St Mary’s RC Church, 

The South Ribble Museum and how people help us in the local area.  

 

In addition to this, we also have a British History week and a Roman themed week this 

term.  Please see the yearly curriculum maps and termly curriculum overviews on our school 

website for more information. 

 

PE 

It is essential that your child has a full PE kit in school at all times.  This consists of a plain 

white t-shirt, navy blue shorts and pumps. Can we please also ask that all children have an 

outdoor kit as some lessons will be taking place outdoors.  This should consist of a pair of 

trainers and a pair of tracksuit/jogging bottoms.  Please make sure that all items are 

clearly labelled. 

 

Clubs 

The following clubs are taking place this term: 

Cheerleading – Tuesday after school until 8th October 2019 (South Ribble Sports team)  

Zumba – Thursday after school starting 26th September 2019 until further notice (Mrs 

Hodges and Mrs Woodward) 

Multi-skills sports club (Mr Raby) – Details to follow 

 

Homework 

 

Topic Grid 

All children should have now received a homework grid for this term that links to the topic 

being covered.  We ask that children complete one piece of work a week and bring into 

school no later than the following Wednesday.  Thank you to the children who have already 

completed work from the grid.  We have some lovely work to display in our classes. 

 

Maths  

Each week the children will receive a piece of maths homework.  This will be linked to the 

Maths lessons taught during the week.  Again this will be sent home on a Friday to be 

returned by the following Wednesday. 
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Times Tables 

We use ‘Times Table Rockstars’ in school and all the children should have received their 

own login details.  We cannot underestimate the importance of learning times tables as this 

supports all other areas of learning in maths. 
 

Spellings 

Spellings will be sent home each week. The spellings relate to the phonics or spelling lessons 

taught during the week.  This may include some tricky words, high frequency words or 

common exception words as well as spelling patterns.  We recognise that the words may 

appear to sometimes be challenging but they are reflective of the current curriculum and 

the teaching and learning expectations in class.  Please help your child to read and spell 

these words ready for the spelling check/test on a Friday. As well as learning spelling rules, 

each year group has a list of additional words that they need to be able to read and spell.  

These are called ‘common exception words’.  These have been sent home and are also on 

our school website. 

 

Reading  

We cannot stress enough the importance of reading at home and ask that children read 

each day. Please sign the reading record and return to school so that home reading can be 

monitored. Reading books can be changed on any day of the week.  Some children will also 

receive phonics sounds or tricky words to practise. 

 

Class Dojos 

We use dojos in school to recognise and celebrate success and good behaviour.  It is a 

great way for your child’s class teacher to keep you informed and for you to keep in touch.  

Please sign up if you have not already done so. 

 

Water 

Research shows that children’s learning is much better if they drink water throughout the 

day.  Therefore, we would strongly encourage children to bring a bottle of water to school 

each day.  This needs to be a clear plastic bottle, labelled with your child’s name. 

 

Milk and Fruit 

All children will be given a piece of fruit each morning if they choose to have one. Milk is 

also available.  If you would like your child to have milk each day please order via the ‘Cool 

milk’ website here www.coolmilk.com 

 

Parent Consultations 

Parent consultations will take place on Monday 4th November.  This will be an opportunity 

for you to speak with your child’s class teacher and find out how they have settled in to 

their new class as well as discussing your child’s attainment and progress in school. Letter 

will follow nearer the time. 

 

 

 

http://www.coolmilk.com/
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Upcoming Diary Dates 

27.09.19 – McMillan Coffee Morning and Book Café 

17.10.19 – School closes for half term 

04.11.19 – Parent Consultations 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  We look forward to working together 

this year and to having a very successful and happy year with your child.  If you have any 

further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Kind regards 

 

S Adlington 

 

Mrs Adlington and the Key Stage 1 team. 


