St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Head teacher:- Mrs Louise O’Mahony

At St. Mary’s we live and learn,
sharing God’s love
14th February 2020
Happy Valentine’s Day! I hope you all have a really fabulous day filled with much love!
Don’t forget, school is closed next week for half term.
We reopen on Monday 24th February at 8:50am.
Staffing
As you already know Mrs Hunter is expecting her first baby in April. We have spent this week trying to
find a suitable replacement and I am very pleased to be able to tell you that we have made an excellent
appointment. Mr Todd spent time in school earlier this week teaching the class and he was a huge hit
with the children and the staff. We are looking forward to having him on the team and we believe he will
be fantastic for the class. Mr Todd will work alongside Mrs Hunter for the first week back after the half
term to ensure a smooth transition.
Mrs Hunter will finish school to begin her maternity leave on Friday 28th February. We wish her much
love and luck and are so excited to meet Baby Hunter!
We would also like to welcome Mr Todd and hope he will be very happy working with our amazing
children, here at St. Mary’s.
Punctuality
We have recently noticed an increase in the number of children who are arriving late for school and,
also, parents who are late collecting children from school at the end of the day. May I politely remind
you that the school day officially starts at 8:50am and ends at 3:10pm. I would appreciate it if these
times are respected and children are dropped off and picked up on time.
Did you know, that being just 15 minutes late each morning means your child would miss the equivalent
of 10 days from school each year!
Attendance
Anything less than 100% attendance means that your child is missing out on their education.





Ten whole days of school has been missed if your child has 95% attendance.
Twenty whole days of school has been missed if a pupil’s attendance is 90%.
By the time a pupil is persistently absent (85% attendance) they have missed 6 weeks or
half a term of schooling

Research shows that pupils who attend school regularly are more likely to do well in the future. Regular
attendance helps children to develop their confidence and to make and keep lasting friendships.
Please try and ensure that your child is in school all day every day as this is the best way to ensure that
they reach their full potential.

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday 26th February is Ash Wednesday which, as you know, marks the beginning of Lent.
Fr Jonathan has kindly agreed to join us in school at 10:15am to distribute ashes to all of the children
and staff. If you would like to join us, you are more than welcome.
World Book Day
Advance notice – Thursday 5th March is World Book Day 2020. As in previous years, we are inviting the
children to come into school on that day dressed as their favourite book character. It is always a
wonderful event in school, enjoyed by all! As before, there will be prizes for the best costumes.
Changes to the menu
Tuesday 25th February is Pancake Day. Although there isn’t a wholesale change to the menu, pancakes
will be on offer as a dessert option.
On Thursday 5th March we will be having a Harry Potter themed lunch as part of our World Book Day
celebrations. Please see the posters which will be around school after half term.
Mrs Adlington
Thank you to the children in Mrs Adlington’s class for letting me ‘borrow’ her this week to help with the
appointment of Mr Todd, amongst other things. You have been very patient but have been well looked
after by Miss Rothwell. As Assistant Head, there will be times when I need to take Mrs Adlington out of
class. However, please be reassured that I will keep this to an absolute minimum.
Car park
Over the last few weeks, I have, yet again, seen people driving onto and off the staff car park at high
speed. I am very concerned that there is going to be an accident as the car park often has adults and
children walking across it. Please remember that between the hours of 8am and 5pm, this car park is
for staff use only.
Reading at home
Please remember to continue reading with your child/ren. It is amazing how much regularly reading at
home can impact on a child’s fluency, confidence and ability in reading.
Clubs this term
Choir – every Monday after school
Zumba – every Thursday after school
Netball for KS2 lead by South Ribble sports coaches – starting Tuesday 25th Feb
Lost Property
We are overrun with lost property. If you or your child has misplaced anything, please see Mrs Kay in the
office.
We also have a huge collection of preloved school jumpers which have been donated to school. If your
child needs a jumper, please consider this option and, again, see Mrs Kay.
Sacramental Programme
The children on the Sacramental Programme are invited to join the congregation at the 10am mass this
Sunday.
Thank you – I hope you have a wonderful half term break.
Mrs O’Mahony

