
World Book Week 

2021- Reading is Power

Here are some love letters to reading by your LIS teachers!
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

Reading has helped me to question the 
patriarchy that we live in, and my role in 
challenging it!

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I love reading about 
people, the challenges they 
face in their relationships, 
the emotions they 
experience and the 
interesting flaws in their 
personalities.

Roughly two-three times a week

Fiction
Knowledge is power! And 
Kindness is power! Reading 
helps to develop kindness, 
compassion and empathy, as 
well as broaden knowledge 
of the world we live in.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you 

give to students who struggle to 

read, either because they simply 

'don't like reading' or because 

they find reading difficult?

I used to listen to lots of 
audio books, but now I enjoy 
reading a real book in my 
spare time. It helps me to feel 
more focussed on one task.

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

White Oleander by Janet Fitch. Beautiful and painful and 
challenging, I truly felt transported. It helps me to deal 
with my own challenges when I can be inspired by such 
beautifully written fictional characters.

The Book Thief, The Help, Five - 
all so beautiful and gripping 
for different reasons! But 
have made me question my 
own perspective.

Read something that a friend has 
recommended - it can then be 
really fun to talk about what you 
liked or didn't like about the 
book.



HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

It has helped me to learn about all sorts of 
topics I feel passionate about. I gives me the 
opportunity to imagine other worlds, times 
and perspectives in history. It has taught me 
that people experience the world in many 
different ways and helped me to empathise with 
other people's experiences.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I like both Fiction and 
Non-Fiction. I love having the 
choice, after a novel, it's always 
great to read something about a 
topic I want to know more 
about. I really enjoy historical 
fiction, where you get the best of 
both worlds.

Roughly two-three times a week

Non-Fiction

Reading allows you to escape 
from a world that is often 
overwhelming and stressful 
but also helps you to 
understand this world better. 
There are no limits to where 
you can travel and what you 
can imagine when you read!
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

I have started listening to 
a lot of audiobooks. It 
makes my ironing, 
cooking or exercise so 
much more enjoyable!

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

When I was at university, I read "On the Road" by Jack 
Kerouac. It sparked a passion for travel, American 
literature, history and music in me that continues 
until today. I love the idea of falling into a rabbit hole 
and learning more an more about a certain topic.

Have you tried Graphic Novels? They are 
often accompanied by amazing 
illustrations and are usually a bit shorter 
than novels. I also think that you should 
find a genre/topic that you feel passionate 
about so you learn about something you 
enjoy. There are books about anything you 
can imagine.
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If you are interested in history but like to 
learn about it through exciting stories, I 
would recommend "the Innocent" by Ian 
McEwan. It's a story set in 1950s Berlin at 
the beginning of the Cold War, a real page 
turner I thought. I also think everyone 
should read the graphic novel "Maus". It's 
incredible!



HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

It has opened many doors for me - 
and it has enhanced my analytical 
and creative abilities.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

Escaping into another 
world, but then finding 
myself in that world as 
well!

For at least one hour every day

Fiction
It can develop both a 
confidence and 
competence in using 
language to take an 
active part in changing 
the world for the better.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

No, it hasn't. I remain an 
avid reader - reading one 
book after another and 
never getting enough!

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

I've had various favourite books at different stages of my life.

When I was younger in school, my favourite book was 'To Kill a Mockingbird' by 
Harper Lee as it opened my young 12-year-old eyes to the prejudices of the Deep 
South of America, and the world.

As a young adult, with a mission to change the world, I soaked up every book 
about racism and bigotry I could lay my hands on. I did learn so much about 
Apartheid in South Africa by Andre Brink, and the legacy of colonialism in 
Kenya by Ngugi.

My favourite author today is Sarah Waters, a feminist British writer who has 
mastered the art of storytelling - her ability to keep the reader turning pages 
long after the lights have been turned off is immense! My favourite book by 
Waters in Fingersmith.

I have read many, many great books that speak directly to who I am and how I 
see the world, but my favourite book of all time is one called 'Alone in Berlin' 
by Hans Fallada. It's a great story set in Hitler's Germany, about how me must 
hold true to our values despite the dangers we, or others, face through unjust 
regimes; that although we might be alone, we must fight for what we believe to 
be just.
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Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?
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Find a good book that everyone is talking 
about, start and don't stop. Give yourself a 
chance to do it. Treat it like walking - 
where you get up and put one foot in front 
of the other and move, and before you know 
it, you've walked three miles. It's the same 
with reading - turn one page and then 
another, and then another ...

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

“Rebecca” by Daphne Du Maurier is a classic gothic 
novel, with one of the greatest opening lines in 
English fiction: “Last night I dreamt I went to 
Manderley again.” If you’re looking for a great 
curl-up-on-the-sofa-and-read experience, this 
one’s for you. Its many splendid passages of place 
and time will keep Manderley imprinted firmly in 
your mind, and those thrilling twists and turns 
will have you reading long into the quiet night.



HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

I think it has taught me so much about empathy, 
about struggles different and sometimes similar  
to mine, about how to be patient and keep reading 
to find out what happens next, how words convey 
ideas and emotions and how powerfully they can 
teach you to see with your mind’s eye

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I like to get lost in a 
world and story each 
time. I like 
encountering new 
places, people, situations 
and following a plot.I 
like thaat I know it’s 
brain food too!

Roughly two-three times a week

Fiction 
I think it teaches young people 
how to become critical 
thinkers, to question, to infer, 
to decipher more than just 
words, but people and real life 
situations.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

I have started reading on 
my phone simply because I 
have access to it all the 
time-which i love because 
I’m  always managing to 
find time to read now!

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

So many. Perhaps stories of povertyand hardship  
by Thomas Hardy, Kite Runner, that reduced me to 
tears, Mornings in Jenin that did the same. 
Woman in White that captured my imagination.

Find the type of book you like, it 
exists and the moment you do, 
you will develop a love of 
reading!

Read classics, but also read 
current texts, Secret Lives of 
Bees, Colour Purple, The Bue 
Between Sky and Water.
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

Used to read a lot more when at school than I do 
now. It's made me more creative, inventive and 
curious as a person. Wouldn't be half the person I 
am now without it, and certainly wouldn't have 
gotten an A in English GCSE.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

Fiction books can have grounded 
non-fiction elements based on 
science which make them fun to read 
and inspire creativity. While giving 
me useful information I can use in 
my lessons.

About once a month

Fiction

Kids are stuck in an echo chamber with the 
social media they infest themselves with. It's 
entrapping them into a narrow view of the 
world. Reading will break them out of it; 
improve their literacy, general knowledge, 
and make it easier for them to identify the 
things in life they have passions for. 
Allowing them to focus more at school and 
hone their education into the direction of 
their dream professions.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

No, I still prefer to read 
hardback copies.

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

All of Sherlock Holmes: Improved general knowledge, skills of 
deduction. Valley of fear is the best one btw, Hounds of 
Baskervilles is overrated.
Why Does E = MC2 by Brian Cox: Book on quantum physics --> 
insane love of science.
Dan Brown books: Science + History + fiction. Made me curious 
about the crusades and wars fought for Jerusalem.
There's probably like 5 more books I wanna talk about but I'll 
restrain myself.

It doesn't always have to be fiction. If a 
kid likes learning about things that 
happens in wars, get them a history book 
based on it. (Encyclopaedias are really 
good for this too.)

Any of Sir Arthur Canon Doyles work. The 
forensic science involved will improve 
their skills in biology and chemistry. The 
brilliant writing will obviously help their 
literacy. The plot twists will improve their 
creativity. So many other things I can 
mention, but those would be top 3.
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

Opened my world. I have listened to 
voices and been to places I could 
never have experienced in real life.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I can escape into another 
world. It helps me relax and 
let go.

For at least one hour every day

Fiction
Reading expands your 
mind and soul. Makes you 
a better person.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

No, I still have the same 
reading habits

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

The Fire Next Time
1984
Catch 22
Beloved
Monkey Puzzle
The Lorax

Pick something you enjoy
Read with someone else

The Fire Next Time
Animal Farm
The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Nightime
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

It gives me the opportunity to learn, reflect and 
engage with larger questions in life, and exposes me 
to different views, cultures and ways of living that 
helps me to be a more rounded and considered 
individual. I have also been inspired by books to take 
on challenges, to question why things are as they are. 
But is also an escapism, that allows me to step back 
from everyday life, and have the headspace that is 
needed to support my own mental wellbeing.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I love learning about things, 
but particularly History. I have 
huge passion for learning about 
the Second and First World Wars, 
which stems from growing up 
listening to stories from my 
grandparents.

Roughly two-three times a week

Non-Fiction
Reading exposes students to different 
ways of thinking, different 
experiences, events, cultures, etc that 
helps to broaden their views on the 
world they live in and therefore helps 
them to formulate their own opinions 
and articulate them in a meaningful 
way
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

With kids and work reading has 
slipped by the wayside in recent 
years, however with the absence of 
other forms of escapism the 
pandemic has re-focussed my 
mind on carving out time to 
read - even if it ends up being 
very late at night!!

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

hundreds! But one that always stands out for me is:
Faces in the Smoke by Joesph Perl - a fantastic and moving 
first hand account of the Holocaust, made even more 
poignant for me as I had the privilege of meeting and 
talking to Joseph himself.

Read for pleasure is exactly what it should be - read the things that 
you enjoy reading, whether that be a newspaper, a magazine, blogs, 
story books etc. Start with the things you feel comfortable with.
Share your reading with others - whether that is to read to younger 
siblings, or to talk about the book you are reading with others 
(perhaps get them to read the same book as you and see you if agree)
Perhaps listen to an audible version of the book before reading it 
yourself - there are plenty of free versions online.
Believe in yourself - everyone will come across words within books 
they find challenging, or do not understand. Be kind to yourself.

This is a tough question - I feel like I 
am out of touch! :)
Going down the historical theme (!) 
Michael Morpurgo - War Horse or 
Private Peaceful or Markus Zusak The 
Book Thief
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

Reading has inspired me to live in a different 
country (Colombia), to travel to new places (Greece, 
Cape Verde) and has started endless conversations 
that have become friendships. I love talking about 
books, as well as the different tangents that they lead 
you down (other authors, research into different 
periods of history, etc.)

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I love reading fiction as a way to travel 
the world through stories; I've recently 
been to Italy, Spain, Chile and 
Venezuela without leaving my home! I 
try to read stories written by women 
and BIPOC, as well as fiction in 
translation (although I love reading 
the original language if it's one that I 
speak). Reading means that I never stop 
learning.

For at least one hour every day

Fiction
Reading not only enriches your 
understanding of the world and 
improves your academic performance, 
but also shows you how much is 
possible. Last year, I read 'Becoming' by 
Michelle Obama, and her motto, 'When 
they go low, we go high' has empowered 
me to be resilient and brave in the face 
of adversity and difficulty.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

I still read paper books, but I am 
devouring books a lot more 
quickly! I've read 5 already this 
year.

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

I am no good at choosing favourites: there are too many books to choose 
from! However, I love anything written by James Baldwin: his fiction is 
so rich and evocative and his non-fiction is hard-hitting and brutal. 
'Another Country' is my favourite (although I haven't read them all).
Baldwin's non fiction books in particular have encouraged me to explore 
the works of other inspiring black authors such as David Olusoga, Renni 
Eddo Lodge, Chinua Achebe and Octavia Butler.

You just haven't found the right book yet! Ask a 
friend or start with a non fiction book on 
something that you enjoy.
For those that really struggle, I'd really 
recommend trying graphic novels: 'Persepolis' is 
wonderful as is the MAUS series by Art Spiegelmen. 
The illustrations are beautiful and really take you 
to another world!

This summer, I read 'Purple Hibiscus' by 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and found the 
young protagonist's story so captivating. I 
think that lots of students would agree, as 
they are of a similar age to her. I would also 
recommend 'Persepolis' by Marjane Satrapi, 
which is also about a teenage girl and her 
experience of the revolution in Iran.
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

purely because it provides me with such a lot 
to think about and it shows me other ways 
of thinking and being. I am learning as 
well from what I read as well as enjoying it.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I like the sense of story, something 
that is different from my own 
experience, something I can 
imagine and enjoy. I also like to 
sometimes feel I am glad not to be 
having the experience of the 
characters and I can empathise with 
their difficulties.

For at least one hour every day

Fiction
Simple, it provides a vast 
wealth of experience that you 
can't hope to have on your 
own.

M
s
. 
H
a
r
d
im

a
n



Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

I have found time to read more 
books than I would previously 
have done. However I also like 
watching films and 
documentaries and reading 
non fiction too.

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

A great many! However If I had to pick one it would be "Alice in 
Wonderland" which was first read to me when I was very little. I 
have read it many times since as well as to my daughter , nieces and 
nephews. The reason why? Because it is brimming with imagination, 
with making impossible things possible and it is delightful. It is 
about thinking and self growth!

Don't dismiss it as boring. Choose 
graphic novels. Perhaps try audible reads. 
When you can go to the library spend 
some time looking at what is on offer 
and pick thimgs that appael to you.

Again this is a huge ask I would 
recommend different books for 
different people. I am a great fan of 
the Graphic Novel and the library has 
many of those. I know lots of students 
who have enjoyed reading poetry too.
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction 

or nonfiction?
What do you like about your 

preferred reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

Reading has kept me entertained throughout my life 
and it has been very helpful when going through 
difficult times. The idea that, whatever is going on in 
your life, you can just open a book and get into a new 
story, can be a relief sometimes. Reading also improved 
my literacy, especially when I read in a language that is 
not my mother tongue. I learn new words, new ways of 
saying things, new ways of telling stories.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

II wanted to choose the option: both! I love fiction 
because it makes me explore different stories, different 
characters, different periods of time, different places 
(often very far away from me). I like when authors tell 
us about how a character is feeling, what is the 
character thinking, what is the character dreaming. 
It’s such a great insight into the human mind! I also 
love non fiction, because I love to learn facts about 
the past or about the world we live in. I read a lot of 
history books and books about politics. I like these 
kinds of books too, because they make me more 
knowledgeable about certain topics and make me 
understand more about the world.

For at least one hour every day

Fiction
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worlds beyond their own. This can give a 
very positive attitudes towards life and 
enhance curiosity, allowing young people 
to step outside their comfort zone, learn 
new things, make new journeys (not only 
physically but also intellectually). I 
believe that having an open and curious 
mind is a great advantage in life.



Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give to 

students who struggle to read, either 

because they simply 'don't like reading' or 

because they find reading difficult?

I have been reading much more 
since the pandemic started and I 
think this is probably the only 
good thing about covid. Is it 
maybe that now that I cannot see 
friends, I cannot travel, I 
cannot visit family, reading is 
the only real way to leave my 
house? Probably yes:)

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

It's a book written by an Italian author called 'The History', by Elsa Morante. It's 
a novel set in Rome during the Second World War and talks about a woman and 
her children in her daily struggle to survive Nazi occupation. I read it when I was 
in secondary school and it had a great impact on me. I was already passionate 
about history but it was the first time I felt I could actually 'experience' history. 
It so well written that made me feel like I was there. And for the first time I 
realised that history is not only about the big events and the famous people, but 
also about the normal ordinary people whose lives are constantly affected by 
history.

Start from something you are interested 
in: it can be a comic, a history book, a 
newspaper, a magazine, a book of short 
stories, a biography. It does not need to be 
a big book! Discovering the pleasure of 
reading might take a while but it is 
amazing once you do!

His Dark Materials trilogy - it's an 
amazing story set in different worlds, 
with great characters that fight 
against all odds for a better future. 
Very entertaining and inspiring
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HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction 

or nonfiction?
What do you like about your 

preferred reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

Reading has empowered me in every way 
possible. I only used to read what I thought 
I was 'supposed to read', and it was only 
through studying literature that I 
learned how silly this was. Everyone has a 
place in history and reading is the first 
step in the path to learning about yours.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I love reading fiction, but I 
find that I always end up 
researching ideas or events 
in the books that I've read, 
which I really enjoy!

For at least one hour every day

Non-Fiction

Every child is capable of more than they ever think 
they are and reading is the first thing we can do 
to unlock our potential. The reason adults tell 
you to read more is because they know how 
important learning through reading is- they 
aren't just trying to trick you into reading 
books! Some of the most important 
conversations that make our world go around 
are reported daily in newspapers so keeping up 
with reading just one newspaper each week will 
enable you to understand how the world works, 
how to challenge injustice, how to empower 
yourselves and most importantly, how to stand 
up for others less fortunate.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

I have found that I've had so little time 
to sit down and read paper books during 
lockdown, but then I discovered 
audiobooks! I love listening to podcasts 
anyway, but I've just found that 
listening to stories helps me read more 
than I have time to do- I can listen 
whilst I'm walking and sometimes whilst 
I'm planning lessons. I even listen when 
I'm cooking and have listened to (read) 5 
books already since the January lockdown!

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

I'm an English teacher so there are MANY! But, I'll 
always have to say To Kill A Mockingbird. It was the 
first book I read for my GCSEs and I just adored the 
characters, the themes and the writing. I've 
re-read it in light of the BLM movement and 
although the content is very 'white saviour' 
oriented, it helped me understand what white 
saviorism is and why it is still so important to 
understand how racism works in the western 
world.

Another incredible non-fiction book I often 
think about is 'You and Me: The Neuroscience of 
Identity'. This book is written by a neuroscientist 
who explains how reading actually makes your 
brain cleverer! I quote it often, especially when 
people tell me that they don't like reading...
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Finally, what advice would you give to 

students who struggle to read, either 

because they simply 'don't like reading' 

or because they find reading difficult?

DON'T WATCH FILMS AND THINK YOU'VE READ THE BOOK. That will kill your love 
of reading instantly. Read the books first and treat yourself to the film 
afterwards.
I went through a time of hating reading because I found it difficult to 
concentrate. My advice is to read something easy (I loved The Worst Witch in 
primary school and Harry Potter in secondary school) and go from there.
Ask someone for a book they loved and read it yourself, even if you don't 
love it, you'll have somewhere to start and be able to talk about it.
If you don't like reading it might be because you don't like reading fiction, 
so READ NEWSPAPERS- they are often way more interesting than fiction 
anyway and they're shorter, so you don't have spend as long on them.
Listen to audiobooks, you'll find you enjoy them the same amount anyway.
Ask your librarian- Ms Showunmi knows so much about books and can 
recommend them to you.

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

His Dark Materials (DON'T WATCH THE FILMS IT'S NOT THE SAME) (y7-11)
The Great Gatsby (y10-11)
Al Capone Does My Shirts (y7-9)
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nihttime (y7-9)
The Hunger Games (better than the films) (y7-11)I Am Malala (y7-11)
The Red Queen Quadrilogy (y9-11)Rebecca (not just because it's my name) (y10/11)

M
s
. 
H
a
m

id



HOw often do you read?

Do you prefer to read fiction or 

nonfiction?
What do you like 

about your preferred 

reading style?

HOw has reading empowered 

you in your life?

It helped me improve my language skills and 
helped me acquire new vocabulary and 
idiomatic expressions. I am now able to read 
novels in three different languages, and I feel 
I can better understand different cultures.

How do you think reading 

can empower young people 

in today's world?

I like intrigue of a book, I love 
suspense.

Roughly two-three times a week

Fiction
It will help them to broaden 
their minds, especially if they 
read books from foreign author.
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Which book/books have had the 

biggest impact on you and why?

Which book/s would you 

recommend to secondary 

school students and why? 

Finally, what advice would you give 

to students who struggle to read, 

either because they simply 'don't 

like reading' or because they find 

reading difficult?

Not really, after spending so 
much time in front of a 
screen, it's nice to read a book. 
It calms me down, I find being 
in front of a screen stressful.

As the Covid-19 pandemic 

has shown, the world 

now relies on 

technology to diversify 

the way we read and 

access stories. For 

example, lots of people 

prefer watching films or 

listening to audiobooks 

instead of traditional 

printed books. Has the 

pandemic changed your 

reading habits? If so, 

how?

Staziland: an history about the Stazi government 
back in East Germany when the Berlin wall was still 
there. It showed me how a government can be 
destructive to people if no one speaks out.

You should read comics: it's less 
to read but it's still great and 
fun!

Read comics: Asterix and 
Obelix (try in French), 
Mafalda (try in Spanish).
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