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Little Lever School – Special Educational Needs (SEN) Policy 2025/26

1. The aims of our provision for pupils with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND)

At Little Lever School, we are committed to providing an inclusive environment where all pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), can achieve things they never thought they could. 

To achieve this aim, we:

· Make reasonable adjustments for pupils with disabilities to improve access to the curriculum, the physical environment, and printed or electronic information.

· Ensure that pupils with SEND are fully included in school life and are able to participate in activities alongside their peers.

· Reduce barriers to learning and progress by embedding the principles of the National Curriculum Inclusion Statement. (The link for which can be found here: National curriculum in England: framework for key stages 1 to 4 - GOV.UK)

· Use our best endeavours to provide special educational provision that is “additional to and different from” the support available to all pupils, (ordinarily available inclusive provision) in order to meet individual needs across the four broad areas of need:
1. Communication and interaction
2. Cognition and learning
3. Social, emotional and mental health
4. Sensory and/or physical needs

· Work in close partnership with parents/carers and pupils, actively seeking, monitoring and responding to their views to build strong relationships and maintain high levels of confidence.

· Ensure staff have the skills and expertise to meet pupils’ needs through high-quality, targeted continuing professional development (CPD).

· Support pupils with medical conditions to achieve full inclusion in school life, working closely with health and social care professionals where appropriate, to meet their medical needs effectively.

· Work collaboratively with the Local Authority and external agencies to ensure a coordinated, multi-agency approach to supporting vulnerable learners.

2. What does it mean to have special educational needs (SEN) or a disability?   
The SEND Code of Practice (2014) provides the following definition for Special Educational Needs or Disabilities:
	Special Educational Needs: A child or young person has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. 
· A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age.   

· Special educational provision means educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that made generally for others of the same age in a mainstream setting in England.   
Disability: Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010 – that is defined as,
 ‘...a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-today activities’. 
This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer.   



3. How does school identify pupils who may need additional or alternative support?
At Little Lever School, most pupils’ needs are met through quality first teaching and our ordinarily available inclusive provision, which is accessible to all learners. This provision includes adaptive teaching, reasonable adjustments, and targeted classroom strategies to support progress.
However, some pupils may require support that is additional to or different from this universal provision. 
We identify pupils who may need further support through a range of processes, including:
· Concerns raised by parents/carers, external agencies, teaching staff, the pupil’s previous school, or the pupil themselves, particularly where there are concerns about progress, attainment, wellbeing, or inclusion. In such cases, a referral may be made to the SENDCo for further assessment and investigation.
· Screening and baseline assessments, either on entry to the school or following a concern being raised, which may identify gaps in knowledge, skills, or development.
· Whole-school tracking and monitoring of attainment and progress data, which may indicate that a pupil is not making the expected rate of progress.
· Classroom observations and ongoing teacher assessment, which may highlight emerging or additional needs.
Where concerns are identified, we follow a graduated approach to support, ensuring that provision is carefully planned, monitored and reviewed in partnership with parents/carers and the pupil.
4. What should parents/carers do if they believe their child may have special educational needs?   
If parents or carers have concerns about their child’s learning or inclusion, they are encouraged to discuss these initially with their child’s learning leader, subject teacher, or prep tutor. If necessary, this may lead to a referral to the school’s SENDCo, Jayne Calvert.
Alternatively, parents may contact the SENDCo or the Principal directly if they feel this is more appropriate.
Parents’ and carers’ views, observations and aspirations for their child are valued and form a central part of any assessment and the provision of support at the school.



5. What Is the Graduated Approach and how is it used to support pupils who may have SEND?
[image: A diagram of support and support

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The graduated approach is the structured process outlined in the SEND Code of Practice (2014) that schools use to identify, support and review pupils with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). 
It ensures that support is carefully planned, evidence-informed, regularly reviewed and adjusted where necessary.
This approach enables us to provide the right support at the right time, while ensuring that provision promotes long-term independence and development.
Universal Offer (Ordinarily Available Inclusive Provision) – Available to All Pupils
Most pupils’ needs are met through high-quality, evidence-informed Quality First Teaching, which is adapted to meet the needs of all learners. This is known as our ordinarily available inclusive provision.
All pupils are set appropriately ambitious National Curriculum targets. Parents and carers are informed of progress through reports and Parents’ Evenings. Whole-school tracking systems are used to identify pupils who are not making expected progress. Where concerns arise, subject teachers and pastoral leaders implement strategies such as adaptive teaching, targeted classroom support or short-term interventions. Advice may be sought from the SENDCo, Assistant SENDCo, senior leaders or parents/carers.
Quality first teaching for pupils with SEND is monitored through:
· Classroom observations by senior leaders, the SENDCo and, where appropriate, external professionals
· Ongoing assessment and tracking of pupil progress
· Work scrutiny and review of planning to ensure appropriate differentiation and challenge
· Regular communication between teaching staff and the SENDCo
· Pupil and parent/carer feedback
· Monitoring of attendance and behaviour

Pupils with disabilities are provided with reasonable adjustments (including auxiliary aids and services where appropriate) to reduce disadvantage and increase access to the curriculum, in line with the Equality Act 2010. The school site is adapted, as far as reasonably possible, to ensure accessibility.
During this stage, pupils may be monitored by the SEND Team and may receive one or more of the following:
· A pupil passport outlining strengths, needs and supportive strategies
· A short-term, evidence-based intervention
· A referral for further assessment by an external professional

Following a period of monitoring and in discussion with parents/carers, a pupil may be placed on the SEND register if it is determined that they require provision that is additional to or different from the ordinarily available provision.
Targeted Support – SEN Support
Where a pupil requires support beyond universal provision, parents/carers will be contacted to discuss targeted support.
If SEN Support is mutually agreed:
· The pupil will be placed on the school’s SEND register.
· A pupil passport will be co-produced with the pupil and their parents/carers, identifying strengths, areas of need and agreed strategies.
· The passport will be reviewed and updated regularly.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]All SEN Support follows the Assess–Plan–Do–Review cycle:

	1. Assess
Teachers and the SENDCo analyse assessment data, classroom observations and other relevant evidence to build an accurate understanding of a pupil’s needs. 
Information is also gathered from parents/carers and the pupil to ensure that their views contribute to a comprehensive and accurate picture of strengths, barriers to learning and support requirements.

	2. Plan
If provision that is “additional to or different from” universal support is required, appropriately ambitious SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time-bound) targets are agreed to establish an individualised pathway for the pupil’s progress towards longer term outcomes.
Evidence-informed interventions and strategies are then identified, clearly recorded and implemented to support the pupil in achieving these outcomes.

	3. Do
The agreed interventions are delivered by teaching staff, the SEND team or pastoral staff. 
Class and subject teachers remain responsible for the pupil’s progress and attainment.

	4. Review
Progress towards agreed outcomes is reviewed regularly with the pupil and parents/carers.
 Where targets are achieved, new outcomes may be set. If progress is limited, support may be adjusted or further advice sought from professionals.



If a pupil no longer requires provision that is additional to or different from that available to their peers, they may be removed from the SEND register. In such cases, the pupil will move to the monitoring list, where their progress will continue to be closely tracked through the school’s ordinarily available inclusive provision.
Parents/carers will be informed and involved in this decision-making process.

Specialist Support
Where a pupil continues to experience significant difficulties despite well-implemented interventions, advice may be sought from external agencies. Parental consent is always obtained before any referral is made.
	Support or advice may be sought from the services below:

· Speech and Language Therapy
· Specialist Teachers and SEND Support Services
· Educational Psychology
· Occupational Therapy or Physiotherapy
· Health professionals (e.g. GP, paediatrician, school nurse)
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
· Education Welfare or Attendance Services
· Social Care
· Behaviour Support Services
· Bereavement and counselling services
· Mental Health Support Team (MHST)
· Local Authority services

In some cases, support may be coordinated through the Early Help process.



Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
For a very small number of pupils with significant and complex needs, where support cannot reasonably be provided from the school’s delegated resources, the school may request that the Local Authority carry out an Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment. (Parents and carers also have the right to request an EHC needs assessment. However, we recommend discussing this with the SENDCo beforehand to ensure that appropriate evidence is gathered and presented to support the request effectively.)
If the assessment is approved, an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) may be issued. This is a statutory document, produced by the Local Authority, following a comprehensive, evidence-based assessment conducted in partnership with the school, parents/carers, the pupil and relevant professionals.
EHCPs are reviewed at least annually to ensure that the pupil’s needs are being met and that their outcomes, support and provision remain appropriate. Parents/carers, pupils and all professionals involved in the plan are invited to contribute to the review.
6. How Will the Curriculum Be Inclusive to Each Child’s Needs as Part of the Universal Offer?
· Curriculum offer: All pupils at Little Lever School have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. 
· Predictable and supportive learning environments: The Department of Education acknowledge that ‘a predictable and secure environment benefits all pupils but is particularly valuable for pupils with SEND’ (2013). Therefore, we explicitly teach learning habits, behaviours and expectations to embed purposeful and inclusive learning environments across the school.
· Trauma informed practice: Staff are trained in trauma‑informed practice, recognising that early adverse experiences can disrupt typical emotional and cognitive development. This training enables staff to provide developmentally appropriate support and maintain a safe, predictable learning environment that promotes engagement and progress.
· Structured and sequential learning: Each subject curriculum area identifies the essential, granular components of knowledge for and teaches them sequentially and are revisited strategically, so that they build to fluent knowledge over time. This means that all students are aiming for the same ambitious end points; however, classroom teachers may adapt their practice and reteach some content when gaps in knowledge are identified through assessment. 
· Quality First and Adaptive Teaching: Classroom teachers strive use evidence informed Quality First Teaching strategies and adaptive teaching practises to ensure the curriculum is accessible and the classroom environment is inclusive. These strategies may include verbal and written scaffolding, which are temporary supports that are gradually removed over time to build increasing independence. These adaptations may be planned prior to the lesson or be an adjustment to needs as they present within the lesson.
· Evidence Based Implementation Strategies: Staff are trained in cognitive science and memory research, with a focus on supporting executive function and reducing cognitive load. This ensures that teaching approaches are designed to make teaching impactful and accessible for all pupils, helping them to process, retain, and apply new knowledge effectively while minimising barriers to learning.
· Targeted Interventions: When a pupil has been identified as having special educational needs, the curriculum and the learning environment will be further adapted by the class teacher to reduce barriers to learning. This may include additional interventions outside of the classroom, to enhance the child’s curriculum.
· Specialist Advice and Resources: These adaptations may include strategies suggested by the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo), Assistant SENDCo and/or external specialists.  
· Support from technology or additional adults: In addition if it is considered appropriate, pupils may be provided with specialised equipment or resources such as ICT and/or additional adult help. All actions taken by the class teacher will be recorded and shared with parents.  

7. How will pupils be involved in decisions about their support?
Pupils play an active role in shaping the support they receive. At Little Lever School, pupil passports are co-produced by the SEND team in collaboration with the pupil and their parents/carers, and then shared with all relevant staff.
Pupil passports provide a clear record of:
· The pupil’s interests and strengths
· Personal goals and targets
· Barriers to learning
· Individual needs and any adaptations required to support learning and overall development

Pupil passports are reviewed regularly with the pupil to ensure that their voice is central to decisions about their support, and that provision continues to meet their evolving needs. 
All pupils on the SEND register will have a pupil passport; some pupils who are on the monitoring list may also have a pupil passport.
8. How will parents/carers be informed about their child’s progress?

· Academic Reports and Assessments: Pupils’ attainment and progress are communicated through formal academic reports, following standard assessments conducted twice per academic year. Additional progress updates are provided during Parents’ Evenings.

· Termly SEND Reviews: For pupils on the SEND register, parents/carers receive termly updates from a member of the SEND team, year leader, or class teacher. These discussions focus on progress towards identified targets and the effectiveness of support and interventions in place.

· Ongoing Communication: Parents and carers are encouraged to arrange a meeting at any time to discuss their child’s progress or any concerns. Appointments can be made with the class/subject teacher, SENDCo, Assistant SENDCo, a member of the SEND team, or a senior leader. Meetings should be arranged via the school office at 01204 333300. This ensures timely, collaborative discussion and enables the school and parents/carers to work together to support the pupil’s success.

9. How will parents and carers be supported to help their child succeed in their learning?

All staff are keen to work in partnership with parents and carers to ensure every child is well supported in their learning.

· The school website (www.little-lever.bolton.sch.uk) provides links to a range of helpful websites and resources to support learning at home.
· Your child’s subject teacher, or a member of the SEND team, may suggest additional strategies and practical ways to support your child’s progress.
· Where further support may be beneficial, the school can recommend or refer families to parent and carer workshops, either delivered in school or by external agencies.

For further information about the support available, please contact your child’s year leader, subject teacher, Jayne Calvert (SENDCo) or Emily Croft (Assistant SENDCo), who can explore options with you.

10. How will the school evaluate the effectiveness of the SEND provision for pupils?

The effectiveness of our SEND provision is carefully monitored using a range of information gathered in school.
· We consider the views of pupils and parents/carers about how successfully the support has helped them achieve their intended outcomes. 
· Members of the Senior and Middle Leadership Teams also carry out learning walks and observations to monitor the quality and impact of provision.
· We review pupils’ progress and attainment and compare this with national outcomes for pupils with similar starting points. 
· Assessment information collected before and after specific interventions is analysed to measure the progress made towards individual targets.
· Information relating to behaviour, engagement and attendance may also be reviewed to help evaluate the overall impact of SEND provision.





 
11. What support is available for children’s overall wellbeing?


The Deep Support Team brings together colleagues from Behaviour, Safeguarding, Wellbeing, Pastoral Care, Attendance, and SEND.
Working closely and collaboratively, the team provides a broad range of pastoral support to help promote pupils’ emotional, social, and mental wellbeing. Their coordinated approach ensures that pupils receive the right support at the right time, enabling them to feel safe, supported, and ready to learn, in alignment with the overall structure of the school.
· All pupils follow a comprehensive Personal Development curriculum. This programme equips pupils with the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to support their emotional health, relationships and personal growth. It includes the statutory content of the National Curriculum and is adapted to reflect the needs of our school community. Further information about our curriculum intent can be found on the school website.
· We actively seek and value the views of pupils and parents/carers. Feedback systems are in place and are regularly reviewed by the Senior Leadership Team and the Trust to ensure they are effective.
· Targeted, evidence-based interventions are delivered to individual pupils and small groups to support mental health and wellbeing where additional help is needed.
· Additional structured opportunities are available during social times for pupils who require support with communication, interaction and developing friendships.
· Weekly pastoral meetings are held to discuss pupils’ needs, review current support and make referrals for further wellbeing support where appropriate.
· A small number of pupils who have experienced difficulties with school attendance may access a phased curriculum through our Hub and Mountain Rescue Provision. This includes access to the full curriculum, alongside tailored mental health and wellbeing support, helping pupils to rebuild confidence, resilience and a sense of belonging within a trusted network in school.

12. How are pupils with medical needs supported in school?
· The school is committed to ensuring that pupils with medical conditions are properly supported so that they can access education safely and effectively, in line with statutory guidance.

· Pupils with identified medical needs (for example, epilepsy, asthma, diabetes or physical disabilities) will have Medical Health Care Plan, created in partnership with parents/carers, relevant school staff and, where appropriate, the pupil. Advice from the school nurse and/or other healthcare professionals may be sought to inform the creation and review of the plan, ensuring that it accurately reflects the pupil’s needs and the support required.

· Staff who volunteer to administer or supervise medication receive appropriate training relevant to the specific medical need.  Where required, training is provided or verified by the school nurse or an appropriate healthcare professional to ensure staff are competent and confident in carrying out their responsibilities. 

· The administration of medicines in school follows Local Authority procedures and the statutory guidance set out in Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions (DfE, 2014). Medicines are stored securely and can only be accessed by authorised members of staff. Clear records are maintained of all medication administered.
Through these procedures, the school aims to ensure that pupils with medical conditions are supported to participate fully in school life, including educational visits and physical activities, wherever it is safe to do so.
13. What specialist services may be available at the school?  
 The school has access to a range of specialist support services. Whilst some of these services are available in school, whilst some require a referral to be made to an external agency. 
· Bolton Educational Psychology Service 
· Bolton Behaviour Support Services
· Woodbridge SEND Service
· School Nurse 
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 
· Bolton Social Communication and Interaction Pathway (BSCIP)
· Speech and Language Therapy 
· Mental Health Schools Team 
· Early Intervention Team 
· Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy
· Listening Service 
· Counsellors  
· Safeguarding Team
· ‘Whose In Charge’ course to support parents

14. What training do staff supporting children and young people with SEND undertake?
Staff at our school receive a comprehensive programme of professional development to ensure they are well equipped to support pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Training is aligned with identified areas of school development and the specific needs of our pupils. Training is provided by both senior leaders within school and by external professional.

Training provided in school
· Whole-school CPD on Effective Adaptive Teaching, informed by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) “5-a-day” strategy. This is based on the principle that practice which is effective for pupils with SEND benefits all learners. Five a day: supporting high-quality teaching for pupils with… | EEF
· Weekly SEND briefings, where staff explore the needs of key pupils, share identified barriers to learning, and review effective support strategies.
· Inclusive quality first teaching strategies, such as scaffolding, metacognition, use of checklists, disciplinary reading, and explicit vocabulary instruction.
· Executive functioning and working memory, with a focus on reducing cognitive load through effective scaffolding.
· Trauma-informed practice, enabling staff to understand how early adverse experiences can affect emotional regulation and cognitive development. This training supports staff in creating safe, predictable environments that promote engagement and progress.
· Roles and responsibilities under the SEND Code of Practice, ensuring staff understand statutory requirements and best practice.
· Training on the effective deployment of teaching assistant support, following guidance provided by the Education Endowment Foundation.
· Training for teaching assistants on facilitating independence over time, including understanding the Zone of Proximal Development and providing appropriate challenge without increasing anxiety.


Training provided by external professionals
· Medical training for supporting pupils with diagnosed medical conditions, including anaphylaxis awareness and response.
· ELKLAN training, to offer targeted support for pupils with speech, language and communication needs. 
· Specialist CPD from Woodbridge SEND Service (Specialist Teaching Service), including the implementation of targeted interventions, such as Drama for Social Skills, Anxiety and the 5 Point Scale and Colourful Semantics.
· Training for Access Arrangements, including providing support as a reader, scribe or language modifier whilst adhering to the JCQ guidelines.
· Moving and handling and hoist training, where appropriate for pupils with disabilities 
· Phonics and reading training, provided for staff delivering the Lexonik intervention programme
· First Aid training.
This ongoing professional development ensures that staff remain knowledgeable, skilled, and confident in meeting the diverse needs of all learners.

Specialist training has also been provided to the SENCo and Assistant SENDCo:  
· National Professional Qualification for Special Educational Needs Coordinators (NPQSENDCo) – this is a nationally recognised qualification in England, designed to develop expertise in the following areas:
· Develop strategic leadership of SEND provision across a school
· Ensure compliance with the SEND Code of Practice
· Improve outcomes for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
· Lead and develop inclusive teaching practice
· Work effectively with families, external agencies, and other professionals

· Support and Advice from Woodbridge SEND Service Specialist Teachers/ Educational Psychology Services who provide advice on support strategies following assessment and/or observation of individual pupils.
· Guidance and support from NHS services, including Speech and Language Therapy, CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services), and Occupational Therapy, who provide specialist advice and targeted support for pupils they are working with.
15. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?    
· Individual risk assessments are undertaken where appropriate, and reasonable adjustments are implemented to enable pupils with SEND to participate fully and safely in all aspects of school life, in line with the Equality Act 2010.

· The school ensures appropriate staffing, expertise, and support arrangements are in place so that pupils with SEND have an equal opportunity to access school activities and educational visits alongside their peers.

· Pupils with SEND are supported to take part in the full range of opportunities offered by the school, including sporting events, academic enrichment activities, educational visits, and residential experiences, with necessary adjustments made to promote inclusion and accessibility.
16. How accessible is the school environment?    
· Clearly marked disabled parking spaces are available in the school car park.
· A lift is available to support access to different areas of the building and is used under staff supervision where appropriate.
· Ramps in the rear yard ensure that outdoor spaces at the back of the building are accessible.
· Pupils with identified accessibility needs have a Personalised Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP). These plans are reviewed regularly and practised during fire drills to ensure safe evacuation procedures are understood and effective.
· Where appropriate, some pupils are provided with an early pass to leave lessons in order to move between classrooms at quieter times of the day.
· The school operates structured lining-up and entry procedures, staggered movement times, and split break and lunchtime arrangements to reduce congestion in corridors and support pupils who may find busy environments challenging.
· Medical equipment is stored safely and securely in Base Camp.
· A designated break and lunchtime room is available for pupils who benefit from additional support to develop confidence in social situations and gradually access wider break and lunchtime activities.
Please see the schools accessibility plan for more information; this can be found on the school website.
17.How are places at Little Lever School awarded for children with SEND?
Children and young people with SEN have a wide range of support needs, and at Little Lever School we aim to support all pupils to achieve their full potential.
· Children with SEND who do not have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) should apply for a place in line with the school’s admissions policy. Where a place is available, an admissions meeting will take place with a member of the Senior Leadership Team to discuss support needs. A further meeting may be required with the SENDCo to discuss support required. We aim to work closely with parents and carers to meet the individual needs of pupils. 
· For pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), parents and carers have the right to request that a particular school is named in their child’s plan. In accordance with the Children and Families Act 2014, the local authority must name the parent or carer’s preferred school unless it determines that the placement would be unsuitable for the child’s age, ability, aptitude or special educational needs, or that attendance would be incompatible with the efficient education of others or the efficient use of resources.
When Little Lever School is identified as a potential placement, the local authority will consult with the school and share the draft EHCP. The school will consider whether it can meet the pupil’s needs and will respond within the statutory consultation timeframe. If the EHCP proposes that provision will be delivered on the school’s premises through a personal budget (direct payment), the local authority must also seek the school’s agreement.
Where an EHCP is in place, we strongly encourage parents, carers and the pupil to visit the school and meet with the SENDCo before expressing a preference, to ensure they are fully informed and confident that the school is an appropriate setting to meet the pupil’s needs.ds of each pupil, making every reasonable effort to ensure their success.

18.How will the school prepare/support my child when joining or transferring to a new school?   
Supporting transition to/from another secondary school
Once a child has been awarded a place at Little Lever, an admissions meeting will take place with a member of the Senior Leadership Team to discuss support needs. A further meeting may be required with the SENDCo to discuss support required. We aim to work closely with parents and carers to meet the individual needs of pupils.
For pupils who leave the school mid-phase, records are transferred securely to the new setting within five working days of confirmation that the pupil has been enrolled.
Supporting Year 6 Transition
Several strategies are in place to facilitate an effective transition from Year 6 into Year 7
· A planned transition programme delivered during the summer term to support pupils starting in September. This includes a Year 6 taster day, enabling pupils to experience a typical school day before they begin.
· A transition evening for parents and carers, where key information is shared to support families in helping their child settle into school routines.
· The opportunity for parents and carers of pupils with identified SEND to meet with a member of the SEND Team prior to entry, should they wish, to discuss individual needs, raise any concerns, and plan appropriate support.
· School tours arranged with a member of the SEND Team where appropriate.
· Attendance by the SENDCo or Assistant SENDCo at Year 6 Annual Reviews for pupils with an EHCP, where possible, to support planning for transition.
· Visits to main feeder primary schools by members of the Inclusion or Transition Team to gather relevant information and support pupils in preparing for the move to secondary school.
Supporting Post-16 Transition
· Where a pupil with an EHCP is transferring to college, a representative from the receiving college will be invited to attend the Year 11 Annual Review to support effective transition planning.

· Where a pupil has been granted examination access arrangements, relevant evidence will be shared with the post-16 provider, with parental consent, once the pupil is enrolled in September to ensure continuity of support.

· The school’s link Connexions Adviser attends Year 11 EHCP Annual Reviews to provide impartial careers guidance and support transition planning.

· The school adheres to the statutory guidance Careers Guidance and Inspiration in Schools (April 2014 and subsequent updates), which places a duty on schools to secure independent and impartial careers guidance for all pupils in Years 8–13. This includes information on the full range of education and training pathways, including apprenticeships and vocational routes.

· Parents and carers may also access the National Careers Service website, which provides information and professional advice about education, training and employment for people of all ages. In addition, the Local Authority’s Local Offer outlines the full range of post-16 provision and support available for young people with SEND to support preparation for adulthood.

· For pupils with an EHCP, Annual Reviews from Year 9 onwards include a clear focus on preparing for adulthood, including pathways to employment, independent living, community participation and maintaining good health.
19. How does the school allocate and deploy resources to meet pupils’ special educational needs?
The school receives funding to support pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) from a number of sources, including:
The Notional SEND Budget, which is delegated to schools to enable them to meet the needs of pupils with SEND through high-quality, inclusive provision.
High Needs Funding, allocated by the Local Authority for pupils with the most complex needs, typically those with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).
Funding is carefully allocated to ensure that provision is tailored to individual needs and aligned with the graduated approach (Assess, Plan, Do, Review). Resources may include:
· Adaptive teaching resources and specialist equipment, such as assistive technology (e.g. laptops, reader pens), coloured exercise books or overlays, adapted writing tools, ear defenders, wobble cushions and sloping writing boards.
· Additional adult support within the classroom to enhance quality-first teaching, provide scaffolding, and deliver targeted support where appropriate.
· Evidence-based interventions delivered outside the classroom, including literacy support, SEMH (Social, Emotional and Mental Health) interventions, and social skills programmes, delivered on a one-to-one or small group basis.
· Small group tuition to support catch-up in specific subjects or address identified areas of additional need (Keep Up, not Catch Up) 
· Targeted involvement from external professionals, such as Educational Psychology Services, Counselling Services, Woodbridge SEND Service, and the Listening Service.
· SEND Hub provision, offering phased curriculum support or short-term targeted provision for pupils with emerging or additional needs.
· Specialist staff training, delivered by external services (e.g. ELKLAN, Woodbridge SEND Service, ELSA), to ensure staff expertise is responsive to the evolving needs of pupils.
· Partnership working with other educational settings, including sharing expertise and resources, and collaboration with local special schools to strengthen inclusive practice.
· Alternative Provision, where appropriate, to meet individual needs.
· Access to targeted enrichment opportunities, such as homework support, resilience-building clubs/trips and provision within The Hub before and after school.

The allocation of SEND resources is reviewed regularly to ensure that provision remains effective, proportionate and responsive to pupils’ developing needs.
A weekly panel meeting is held involving senior leaders, pastoral leaders, safeguarding staff and members of the SEND Team to review the impact of current support and consider next steps where appropriate. Referrals to the panel may be made following discussion with parents and carers, enabling a collaborative approach to identifying and planning additional support. Decisions regarding the deployment of SEND funding are made in line with Trust guidance and statutory responsibilities.
For pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), decisions about provision and resource allocation are made in partnership with parents and carers. These discussions may take place during the drafting of the EHCP, at SEND support meetings, or as part of the Annual Review process.
In all cases, careful consideration is given to ensuring that support is in the pupil’s best interests, promotes independence, and contributes positively to their long-term outcomes.
20. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education?  
Parents and carers are valued partners in planning and supporting their child’s education. You will be involved through a range of opportunities, including:
· Regular discussions with subject teachers, Learning Leaders, members of the SEND Team, or senior leadership staff.
· Parents’ evenings, where progress, support, and next steps can be discussed.
· Meetings with support staff and external professionals, to coordinate strategies and interventions tailored to your child’s needs.
· SEND support meetings, which focus on reviewing current provision and planning future support.
· Early Help assessments and review meetings, where relevant, to ensure a joined-up approach across education, health, and social care services.
These opportunities ensure that you are actively involved in decisions about your child’s learning, progress, and wellbeing.
21) Who can I contact for further information or concerns?  
If you would like to discuss your child’s special educational needs or have any concerns about how the school is supporting their needs, you can contact:
· Your child’s PREP Tutor, subject teacher or Learning Leader
· The SENCo, Miss Jayne Calvert
· The Assistant SENCo, Miss Emily Croft

If you wish to make a formal complaint, please contact the school office to request a copy of the school’s Complaints Procedure.
22) What support services are available for parents of pupils with SEND?
· The Information, Advice and Support (IAS) Network provides independent guidance and support to parents and carers of children and young people with SEND. They can help you access your local IAS service. For more information, visit: IAS Bolton or Bury SENDIASS | Barnardo's SENDIASS

· If parents or carers are dissatisfied with the Local Authority’ response to their child’s SEND, they may access independent mediation through regional mediation services. This free service supports families in resolving disputes before considering formal appeals. More information is available here: IPSEA Mediation.

· Parents and carers also have the right to appeal to the First-tier SEND Tribunal if they disagree with the Local Authority’s decisions regarding their child’s special educational needs. Appeals can also be made if there is evidence that a school or Local Authority has discriminated against a child with a disability. Further information is available here: First-tier Tribunal (SEND) – GOV.UK.

These services provide additional guidance and advocacy to ensure that families are fully supported in securing appropriate provision for their child.

23. Where can I explore the Local Authority’s Local offer?

The Local Authority (LA) Local Offer is a resource that provides clear, accessible information about the support and services available for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and their families.

Bolton Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found here:
Home – SEND Local Offer

Bury Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found here:
Bury SEND Local Offer - Bury Council
24.The Inclusion Department Structure 
1 x SENDCo  
1x Assistant SENDCo
1 x HLTA + Mental Health Lead Practitioner  
1 x HLTA (Physical/ Sensory + Medical + Cognition and Learning)
1 x HLTA (Speech, Language and Communication + Cognition and Learning)
1 x HLTA (Social, Emotional and Mental Health + Cognition and Learning)
1 x SEND Administration 
12 x TA2 In-class support / Intervention 
1 x Hub Manager
1 x Hub Coordinator
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How do we identify if a child has special educational needs?

	CAT[footnoteRef:1] upon entry to the school (qualitative CAT score <85 may indicate a learning difficulty) [1:  A Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) screener is a short assessment used in schools to provide an initial snapshot of a pupil’s cognitive abilities—including verbal, non-verbal, and quantitative reasoning—helping staff identify learning strengths and areas where additional support may be needed.] 


NGRT[footnoteRef:2] once per academic year [2:  A New Group Reading Test (NGRT) is a standardised assessment used in schools to measure a pupil’s reading ability and comprehension, helping staff identify strengths, areas for development, and plan targeted support.] 


Dyslexia and Dyscalculia screeners can be conducted where significant and ongoing needs are identified

Subject teachers may refer a pupil to the SENDCo for additional support following a period of targeted in-class intervention, in line with the graduated approach[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  The graduated approach is a cycle of assess, plan, do, and review used to identify pupils’ needs, provide targeted support, monitor progress, and adjust interventions to ensure effective outcomes.] 


Pupils may be referred for further assessments/ observations by external professionals: Speech and Language Therapist, Specialist Teachers (Woodbridge SEND Service), Educational Psychologists.

	CAT[footnoteRef:4] upon entry to the school (verbal CAT score <85 may indicate a that a child has difficulties with speech and language) [4:  A Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) screener is a short assessment used in schools to provide an initial snapshot of a pupil’s cognitive abilities—including verbal, non-verbal, and quantitative reasoning—helping staff identify learning strengths and areas where additional support may be needed.] 


Subject teachers may refer a pupil to the SENDCo for additional support following a period of targeted in-class 


Pupils may be referred for further assessments/ observations by external professionals: Speech and Language Therapist, BSCIP, Specialist Teachers (Woodbridge SEND Service,) Educational Psychologists

	Identified concerns around a child’s mental health are discussed with parents and carers and logged on the school’s CPOMS system and referred to the weekly panel meeting. Targeted support may be offered and the impact monitored, in line with the graduated approach[footnoteRef:5]. [5: 3 The graduated approach is a cycle of assess, plan, do, and review used to identify pupils’ needs, provide targeted support, monitor progress, and adjust interventions to ensure effective outcomes.] 


Pupils may be referred for further assessments/ observations by external professionals: Behaviour Support Services, CAMHS, Specialist Teachers (Woodbridge SEND Service), Counselling, Educational Psychologist
	Subject teachers and school staff may refer a pupil to the SENDCo for additional support following a period of targeted in-class.

Pupils may be referred for further assessments/ observations by external professionals: Occupational Therapy Services, School Nurse, Specialist Teachers (Woodbridge SEND Service), Educational Psychologist, specialist teachers for the hearing/visually impaired.


	

How Little Lever school assess whether a child/young person has a
SEN

	In line with the graduated approach, all pupils receive quality first adaptive teaching in the classroom as part of the school’s inclusive provision. This teaching may be informed by advice from external professionals. Pupils requiring additional support are added to the SEND monitoring list, and, where appropriate, a pupil passport may used to record and communicate their needs.

Targeted interventions outside the classroom may also be provided. If a pupil requires support that is additional or different from the inclusive provision for more than two review cycles, they will be added to the SEND register, and their needs will continue to be documented via a pupil passport.

The SEND Team monitors pupil progress and reviews the effectiveness of support. When a pupil no longer requires SEND support, parents and carers are informed, and the pupil is moved from the SEND register to the monitoring list.

Where parents or carers wish to pursue a formal diagnosis, the school will gather evidence to support a referral. For assessments such as Autism or ADHD, evidence from a third-party professional is required. Following assessment, school-based support is reviewed and adapted to implement the assessor’s recommendations wherever reasonably possible.



	What SEND Provision may be on offer at Little Lever School?






Universal Provision – Ordinarily Available Inclusive Provision
(high-quality, inclusive teaching and reasonable adjustments that are routinely available to all pupils)


























Provision at SEND Support
(support that is alternative or additional to what is ordinarily available in the universal offer)

  
	COGNITION AND LEARNING


- High quality adaptive teaching, targeted to pupils’ gaps and needs
- Visual supports and dual coding
- Sentence stems
- Word banks
- Writing frames
- Checklists
- Pre-teaching vocabulary 
- Regular retrieval of prior knowledge 
- Overlearning
- Mini whiteboards for formative assessment
- Adapted questioning
-Modelling and worked examples (WAGOLLs - What A Good One Looks Like)
- Chunking (instructions, tasks, explanations) 
-Metacognitive strategies to help pupils plan, monitor, and evaluate learning
- Consistency of routines and predictability
- Flexible seating plans
- Additional processing time before responses
- Strategic seating arrangements 
- Check-ins for understanding
- Scaffolded oracy (Structured opportunities for paired/group discussion)
- Printed copies of PowerPoints
- Access to assistive technology where appropriate – laptops, reader pens
- Buff/cream exercise books/ resources
- Coloured overlays
- Adapted disciplinary reading tasks
- Access Arrangements: 25% extra time
- Access Arrangements: word processor
-Homework support (Night Club)






- Pupil Passport
- Lexonik Leap (Small Group)
- Lexonik Advance (Small Group)
- ASDAN
- Working memory targeted intervention (small group)
- Maths Foundational Knowledge (1:1 and small group)
- IDL Literacy targeted intervention - including spelling, reading fluency, comprehension, vocabulary, touch typing (multi sensory computer programme)
- IDL Numeracy targeted intervention (multi sensory computer programme)
- Colourful Semantics targeted intervention (small group)
- Pre-teaching Vocabulary targeted intervention (small group)
- Reading Comprehension (small group)
- Self Esteem (small group)
- Step Up: Year 7 transition support (small group)
- Access Arrangements : reader
- Access Arrangements : scribe
	COMMUNICATION AND INTERACTION


- High quality adaptive teaching, targeted to pupils’ gaps and needs
- Reduced communication demands
- Visual supports and dual coding
- Sentence stems
- Word banks
- Writing frames
- Checklists
- Pre-teaching vocabulary 
- Regular retrieval of prior knowledge 
- Overlearning
- Mini whiteboards for formative assessment
- Adapted questioning
-Modelling and worked examples (WAGOLLs - What A Good One Looks Like)
- Metacognitive strategies to help pupils plan, monitor, and evaluate learning
- Chunking (instructions, tasks, explanations) 
- Consistency of routines and predictability
- Calm and orderly classroom environment to reduce sensory/communication barriers
- Flexible seating plans
- Additional processing time before responses
- Strategic seating arrangements 
- Check-ins for understanding
- Metacognitive strategies to learning
- Adapted disciplinary reading tasks
- Scaffolded oracy (Structured opportunities for paired/group discussion)
- Printed copies of PowerPoints
- Access Arrangements: 25% extra time
- Access Arrangements: word processor
-Homework support (Night Club)





- Pupil Passport
- Bubble Pass (long term)
- Lexonik Leap (Small Group)
- Lexonik Advance (Small Group)
- ASDAN
- Understanding Autism Targeted - -Intervention (1:1 or small group)
- Think it don’t say/do it targeted intervention (small group)
- Working memory targeted intervention (small group)
- IDL Literacy targeted intervention - including spelling, reading fluency, comprehension, vocabulary, touch typing (multi sensory computer programme)
- Drama for social skills targeted intervention (small group)
- Colourful Semantics targeted intervention (small group)
- Pre-teaching Vocabulary targeted intervention (small group)
- Reading Comprehension (small group)
- Language for Behaviour and Emotional Literacy (small group)
- Friendship Support targeted intervention (small group)
- Self Esteem (small group)
- Step Up: Year 7 transition support (small group)
- Access Arrangements : reader
- Access Arrangements : scribe
	SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL AND MENTAL
HEALTH

- High quality adaptive teaching, targeted to pupils’ gaps and needs
- Consistent routines and expectations 
- Trauma informed practice 
- Praise first culture
- Calm, purposeful learning environments
- Pastoral Support: Year Leader
- Pastoral Support: PREP tutor
- Planning to incorporate movement and varied levels of arousal
- Restorative approach to behaviour management 
- Personal Development curriculum to promote wellbeing
- Strategic seating
- Strategic grouping
- Scaffolded oracy
- Bubble pass (short term)
- Staggered movement times for transitions
- Structured transitions between social time and lesson
- Split break times
- Access to enrichment at lunch times
- Access to library at lunch times
- Wellbeing check ins (long term)
- Meditation (by referral)
- Access Arrangements: 25% extra time
- Access Arrangements: supervised rest breaks
-Homework support (Night Club)

















- Pupil Passport
- Soft landing/exit
- Phased Curriculum- Hub
- Phased Curriculum - Mountain Rescue
- Bubble Pass (long term)
- Corridor pass (long term)
- Anxiety targeted intervention (small group)
- Wellbeing check ins (long term)
- Anger Management targeted intervention (1:1 )
- Counselling
- Listening Service
- Anxiety and the 5 Point Scale (small group) 
- Exam stress intervention (small group)
- Think it don’t say/do it targeted intervention (small group)
- Sensory Circuits targeted intervention (small group)
- Drama for social skills targeted intervention (small group)
- Designated trusted adult support
- Language for Behaviour and Emotional Literacy (small group)
- Friendship Support targeted intervention (small group)
- Bespoke Mental Health Support (1:1)
- Self Esteem (small group)
- Step Up: Year 7 transition support (small group)
-Alternative Provision Placement
- MAMP (Section 19) Support
- Short Term Part Time Timetable
	SENSORY AND/OR PHYSICAL


- High quality adaptive teaching, targeted to pupils’ gaps and needs
- Accessible classrooms and outdoor spaces, via lift and ramps
-Strategic and flexible seating arrangements
- Adjusted lighting 
- Buff/cream exercise books/ resources
- Coloured overlays
- Planning to incorporate movement and varied levels of arousal
- Differentiated learning in PE
- Enlarged font/resources
- Printed copies of PowerPoints
- Assistive technology: laptops, tablets, reader pens
- Writing Support tools: sloping board, Handwriting pens
- Regulation tools: Blu Tac, fidget toys, wobble cushions 
- Corridor Pass (sort term)
- Bubble Pass (short term)
- Personalised Medical Plans 
- Medical Pass
- Ear defenders
- Reasonable adjustments to ensure full participation in lessons, activities, and educational visits
- Access Arrangements: 25% extra time
- Access Arrangements: word processor 
- Access Arrangements: supervised rest breaks
-Homework support (Night Club)








- Pupil Passport
- Soft landing/exit
-  Personalised Emergency Evacuation Plans
- Supervised lift access
- Phased Curriculum- Hub
- Phased Curriculum - Mountain Rescue
- Bubble Pass (long term)
- Corridor pass (long term)
- Think it don’t say/do it targeted intervention (small group)
- IDL Literacy targeted intervention - including spelling, reading fluency, comprehension, vocabulary, touch typing (multi sensory computer programme)
- Sensory Circuits targeted intervention(small group)
- Uniform Adaptations
- Access Arrangements : reader
- Access Arrangements : scribe



 
	How Little Lever school evaluate the effectiveness of SEND provision?
	· A structured programme of Teaching and Learning observations, with bespoke feedback provided to teachers and teaching assistants to inform ongoing professional development and training.
· Monitoring of intervention impact, with pupils’ knowledge and skills recorded on tracking systems and progress measured against identified starting points.
· Termly meetings and updates with parents and carers to review progress, provision, and next steps.
· Regular book scrutiny of targeted groups to evaluate the quality of learning and the effectiveness of classroom provision.
· Pupil voice activities to gather feedback on pupils’ experiences of support and inclusion.
· Ongoing tracking and analysis of attendance and behaviour data to identify patterns, measure impact, and inform responsive support.



	How the school ensure the inclusion of pupils with SEN in activities outside of the classroom   
	- Pupils with SEND are invited to participate in the same extracurricular activities, trips, and enrichment opportunities as all other students.
- Where required, teaching assistant support is provided as needed to ensure full access, including 1:1 support during extracurricular activities.
- TA support is also available daily at lunch and after school to assist with schoolwork and homework.
- The school provides accessible facilities, including a lift and ramps, to ensure that all areas of the school and outdoor spaces are fully inclusive.
- Pupils with SEND have the opportunity to participate in SEND sports competitions and other events locally and nationally, promoting inclusion and engagement in wider school life.  


 
	What specialist skills/ expertise do school staff have?  
  
	-QTS   
-NPQSENDCo
-LEXONIK Leap Training 
- LEXONIK Advance Training
-ELKAN 
-Intervention CPD from Woodbridge SEND Service 

  
	-QTS   
-NPQSENDCo
-LEXONIK Leap Training 
- LEXONIK Advance Training
-ELKAN 
-Intervention CPD from Woodbridge SEND Service 
-ASD Awareness
-Teen Life
	-QTS  
-Behaviour Support Training  
-Regulation Training 
- Mental Health Lead Practitioner 
- Trauma Informed Approached
- Fort Alice Specialist
	-QTS  
-Health and Safety  
-EpiPen / Jext Training  
-Asthma Training  
-Epilepsy Training  
-Diabetes Training 
-Health and Safety  
-Moving and Handing  
-Hoist Training  


	What training are the staff teaching and / or supporting staff with SEN having/recently had?   
	-QTS
-NPQSENDC0
-Reader / Scribe training
-Language Modifier Training
-ELKLAN  
-First Aid
-Intervention CPD from Woodbridge SEND Service 
-SEND Code of Practice and The Graduated Approach
-The EEF’s 5 a day, focus on scaffolding and metacognition
- Vocabulary Instruction
- Early Help Training
-Supporting Executive Functioning 
- Facilitating Independence – The Zone of Proximal Development
-Epi Pen and Jext Training

	What external specialist services are accessed by school to meet the needs of pupils and support their 
families   
	Educational Psychology Service (Traded service) 
BBSS (Bolton Behaviour Support Service)  
Woodbridge SEND Service
Connexions Careers Advice  Sensory Support  
SALT (Speech and Language Therapy)  
Occupational Therapy 
Physiotherapy 
NHS Medical professionals
Youth Offending Team (YOT)  
CAMHS (Child and Adult Mental Health Service) 
SEND Information Advisory Service 
Youth Challenge / Park School /Ed Start
Educational / Social Service Support Team (for LAC)  
School Nurse  
Mental Health School Team 
Counselling Services
Fort Alice
Listening Service
Whys Up
Specialist Teaching Services for the visually impaired
Specialist Teaching Services for the hearing impaired
	
	

	How does Little Lever school support young people with SEN in preparing for adulthood, independent living and the next phase of their education, training or employment?   
	All pupils receive a careers interview to support them in exploring appropriate pathways and making informed decisions about their future education, training or employment.

Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) receive additional careers guidance, and transition visits to local colleges or training providers are arranged to support informed choices.

Pupils are supported with college and post-16 applications, including guidance on completing application forms, preparing personal statements, and preparing for interviews.

Vulnerable pupils are offered additional transition planning meetings, and external education and training providers are invited into school to present post-16 options.

For pupils with an EHCP, Annual Review outcomes from Year 9 onwards focus on preparing for adulthood, including employment, independent living, and participation in the community.

The school’s Connexions Adviser provides ongoing, impartial careers guidance throughout Key Stage 4.

The Personal Development curriculum supports the development of employability skills, financial awareness, wellbeing, and independence.

Assemblies, visiting speakers, and employer engagement activities provide pupils with exposure to a range of career pathways and aspirational role models.

Educational visits, college taster days, workplace experiences, and employer encounters further develop confidence and career readiness.

An ambitious and inclusive curriculum ensures that pupils with SEND are supported to achieve meaningful qualifications and develop the knowledge and skills needed for their next steps.
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