
Who are the British? Over the last few thousand years, 

waves of people have come to the British Isles, for many 

different reasons. The Migration unit studies these 

groups of people, reasons for their migration and their 

experiences in Britain. Overall, what impact has 

migration had on Britain?

Summary of Learning

Where did 

early migrants 

come from? 

(the Celts)

The Celts arrived in 500BC 

introducing innovations like iron 

working to Britain and expanding 

defensive forts.

Resistance to 

Roman Rule

Most of England was conquered by 

the Romans by 50AD. Boudicca led 

the Iceni tribe in a rebellion against 

Roman rule.

Anglo-Saxons 

– Invaders or 

founders?

Can be seen as violent invaders 

when they first arrived. However, 

as they settled Anglo-Saxons had a 

huge impact on England (place 

names, religion and language).

The Vikings –

Murderous 

invaders or 

peaceful 

settlers?

Started by raiding Britain before 

launching full-scale attacks. The 

Vikings settled and became part of 

the population. Lasting impact on 

place names and trade.

The role of 

religion

Religious persecution as a push 

factor for migration. Jews faced 

violence in England and were 

ordered to leave, Huguenots and 

Puritans left their homes to find 

religious freedom.

Economic 

Migration

Irish migrated as a result of the 

potato famine but could face 

discrimination in Great Britain. West 

Indies migrated after WWII, faced 

hostility, prejudice and violence but 

helped great a more diverse Britain. 

How have 

migrants 

changed 

Britain?

Migration has impacted Britain 

politically, economically and 

socially. With the EU Referendum 

in 2016, migration continues to be 

a source of controversy. 

Knowledge Organiser: Migration

Chronology: Key Events

800,000 

BC

First humans (hunter-gatherers) arrive in the British Isles by 

walking across a land bridge called ‘Doggerland.’ By 3000 

BC, they discover agriculture and settle permanently. 

500 BC Arrival of the Celts from Europe.

43-410 AD
Romans arrive in the British Isles and rule for hundreds of 

years.

450 AD
Arrival of the Angles and Saxons from Denmark and 

Northern Germany.

800 AD
First Viking raids. By 865 AD, the Vikings launched full-

scale invasions of the British Isles, one by one the Anglo-

Saxon kingdoms were defeated.

1066 Normans conquer England. First Jews arrive from Europe.

1290
After decades of discrimination, the Jews are expelled from 

Britain. They are not permitted to return until 1656.

1572
St. Bartholomew's Day massacre in France – leads to 

Huguenots arriving in Britain.

1620
Mayflower arrives in the ‘New World’ (modern-day USA), 

with Puritan settlers from England. 

1845-52
Irish potato famine leads to widespread migration of Irish 

families into the UK. 

1948
SS Empire Windrush arrives from the West Indies. This is 

seen as the start of modern-day mass migration to the UK.

2016
The UK votes to leave the European Union. Many state that 

immigration was a main reason for wanting to leave.

Key People

Alfred ‘the 

Great’

Anglo-Saxon military leader who defeated the 

Vikings and divided Britain into two kingdoms.

Beowulf
Anglo-Saxon poem written about a heroic warrior 

who defends his homeland against a terrifying 

monster. 

Key Vocabulary

Danelaw
The areas of Anglo-Saxon England that were populated by 

descendants of Vikings. These areas followed Viking laws and 

customs.

Dark Ages
A term for the periods between he Roman withdrawal in AD 410 

and the arrival of the Normans in 1066.

Diaspora A population that once lived in one place, but has been scattered.

Hunter-

gatherers 

People who survive by hunting, fishing, gathering wild food rather 

than farming.

Old 

Testament
The first part of the Bible, believed by both Christian and Jews to 

be the word of God.

Protestants
Christians who broke away from the Catholic Church to form their 

own religious groups.

Push Factor
Things which have caused people to move from their homeland. 

For example, famine or war

Pull Factor Things which have attracted people to Britain. For example, jobs.

Reformation
Refers to the rise of Protestantism in the 16th century and the end 

of the dominance of the Catholic Church in some countries, for 

example England.

West Indians
People from an area of the Caribbean, including many island 

nations that were formerly part of the British Empire, such as 

Jamaica.

Boudicca
Leader of the Iceni revolt against the Romans after they took 

Iceni land. Eventually her army was defeated and she poisoned 

herself rather than face capture.

Enoch Powell
A Conservative politician known for giving the ‘Rivers of Blood’ 

speech in 1968. The speech was controversial and reflected that 

Britain was divided on the issue of immigration.

Huguenots
Protestants who lived in Catholic areas of France who became 

targets for discrimination and persecution.

Puritans
Group of extreme Protestants who refused to swear allegiance to 

the new Church of England. Relocated to the ‘New World’ to 

practise their religion freely.


