
In 1066, William Duke of Normandy invaded 

England defeating Anglo-Saxon King Harold 

Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings. Why did 

William invade and how did William take control 

of England? 

Summary of Learning

Who wants to 

be King?

When Edward the Confessor dies, 

there is no clear heir to the throne. 

Harold Godwinson, Harald 

Hardrada and William of Normandy 

were prepared to use their armies 

to get the crown.

Battle of 

Stamford 

Bridge

Viking Harald Hardrada is defeated 

by Harold Godwinson’s army. 

Hardrada and Tostig were killed 

and the Vikings went back to 

Norway.

Who had the 

better army?

Anglo-Saxon army was made up of 

professional soldiers (housecarls) 

and fyrds. Norman army had 

knights and archers who were paid 

and trained.

Battle of 

Hastings

Norman army defeats the Anglo-

Saxon army after breaking their 

shield-wall. Harold is killed in the 

battle, William is crowned King but 

faces potential rebellion.

Feudal 

System

William owned all the land but 

needed help managing it. The 

Feudal system meant that William 

had a constant supply of money, 

loyalty and control. 

Domesday 

Book

William sent officials to gather 

information about villages. Records 

were put into the Domesday Book, 

giving him power. William could 

work out taxes and how many 

people could fight for him. 

How did life 

change under 

the Normans?

Stone churches and castles were 

built, language changed, new laws 

and the Feudal System were 

introduced. 

Knowledge Organiser: Battle of Hastings & Norman Conquest

Chronology: Key Events

January 1066 Edward the Confessor dies, leaving no heir. Harold 

Godwinson is crowned King of England. 

25th September 

1066 
The Battle of Stamford Bridge. Harold Godwinson defeats 

Harald Hardrada and his forces.

28th September 

1066
William of Normandy and his men land on the south coast of 

England.

14th October 

1066
The Battle of Hastings. Harold Godwinson and his army are 

defeated by William of Normandy and his army. 

25th December 

1066
William is crowned king of England.

1069 Harrying of the North – William stopped a serious revolt in 

the North of England. He killed, burned villages, destroyed 

crops and slaughtered animals. 

1085 William sends officials to villages who ask a series of 

questions. The information was put into the Domesday 

Book, giving William knowledge of what England was worth.

Key People/Groups

Anglo-

Saxons

The group who controlled England.

Edward the 

Confessor

King of England until his death in 1066. He had no children, 

leading to a crisis as to who should take over.

Harald 

Hardrada

King of Norway. Claimed the throne as he was related to King 

Canute. Killed by Harold Godwinson at Stamford Bridge.

Harold 

Godwinson

Edward’s brother in law. He was the earl of Wessex and was 

crowned King of England in 1066.

Normans People from Northern France who invaded England in 1066.

Tostig Harold Godwinson’s brother. He supported Harald Hardrada, 

however was killed at the Battle of Stamford Bridge.

Vikings People from Scandinavia, who invaded England in 1066.

William of 

Normandy

Duke of Normandy. He claimed the throne had been 

promised to him by Edward. Became King of England after 

winning the Battle of Hastings.

Key Words

Archers A soldier who shoots with a bow and arrows.

Battle of 

Hastings

Fought on the 14th October 1066, between William of 

Normandy and Harold Godwinson.

Bayeux 

Tapestry

An embroidered cloth that tells the story of the Battle of 

Hastings and the Norman Conquest.

Cavalry Soldiers who fight on horseback.

Earl A noble title, developed during the Anglo-Saxon period to 

describe the ruler of a county.

Feudal 

System

A system developed by King William where each group of 

people owed loyalty to the group above, starting with 

villeins, knights, barons and ending with the King. 

Fyrd Part time Anglo-Saxon army which could be called to fight 

at times of war.

Harrying Repeatedly attack someone or something over a period of 

time.

Housecarls Part of the Anglo-Saxon army. Paid, well trained 

professional soldiers armed with battleaxes.

Knights William’s best warriors, highly trained and fiercely loyal 

professional soldiers.

Normandy A region in Northern France, owned by the Normans.

Stamford 

Bridge

A village in Yorkshire where a Battle between the English 

and the Vikings took place in 1066.

Villeins A peasant who worked for a lord in return for land.


