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Sunday 17th July 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Re: Updated Met Office Extreme Heat Weather Warnings 

Further to our letter Friday, we have now consulted with other local schools to try and establish 

a coordinated approach to the updated guidance that was issued late yesterday afternoon. 

 

In line with Ely College, we have decided that we will continue our plans to open the academy 

Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th July 2022. However, we are putting in place an early finish at 

12:10pm to enable students to travel home safely before the maximum temperature is reached 

between 2-3pm in the afternoon.  

 

Central to this decision has been the consideration that, unlike some other nearby secondary 

schools, we are fortunate to have a modern building which is better equipped for providing 

cooler temperatures and the majority of our students are able to walk to the academy rather 

than rely on public transport which is likely to be disrupted by the extreme temperatures. 

 

This decision also recognises that students have already lost a great deal of their learning time 

through the Covid-19 pandemic and that we recognise full closures could put a significant 

strain on childcare arrangements for many of our families. We therefore want to do everything 

we can to ensure that education provision is in place onsite whilst trying to reduce the risk 

wherever possible. 

 

Home Learning Club, 1-3pm 

In recognition of this, we will be providing a supervised home learning club in the air 

conditioned LRC until 3pm for those students who are unable to leave at 12:10pm but we would 

urge families to arrange safe transportation home for them wherever possible so they do not 

have to walk home in the peak temperatures.  

 

If you would like your son or daughter to attend the afternoon provision, please complete the 

survey link here so we create an expected attendance register and put in place adequate 

appropriate staffing: https://forms.office.com/r/rBjSWrBxNG.  If for any reason you cannot 

access the link, please email jo.hedges@lecacademy.org to let us know that your child will be 

staying on site.   

 

Lunchtime food provision 

Students who are staying for the home learning club or those who are eligible for free school 

meals are welcome to receive lunch in the same way as normal. However, we have ordered a 
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higher quantity of takeaway sandwiches for those who would like to purchase food to takeaway 

with them. 

 

Risk reduction measures  

A gentle reminder that we have already taken the following precautions to reduce the risk of 

harm from the extreme heat: 

 Students are able to wear the looser fitting PE kits 

 Students are encouraged to bring caps, water bottles and apply sunscreen for their 

journey to/from school and if they want to go into the sun at break time 

 Students are able to refill their water bottles with ice cold water at break and lunchtime 

in the canteen.  

 We have relocated all classroom lessons Monday and Tuesday to the North facing side 

of the building which is in the shade 

 There are no PE lessons taking place Monday due to the reward events but those 

scheduled for Tuesday will take place in the shade of the Sports Hall and be low impact 

games rather than rigorous activity. 

 

We have also purchased additional water and baseball caps for those who forget their bottles. 

These will be available in the school canteen. On Friday afternoon, we ensured that all electrical 

devices were switched off to cool the building and all blinds securely closed. 

 

Planned trips 

Unfortunately, we have had to take the decision to cancel the trip planned for Tuesday. We will 

be in contact with further information for relevant families. We have organised for the Dorset 

Walk trip to return earlier than scheduled on Monday. Again, relevant families will be 

contacted. 

 

Students with medical conditions 

Please do contact us if your child has a diagnosed medical condition and you think that their 

attendance at school will detrimental to their health. In this situation, we will respect your 

decision and be able to authorise their absence from schools on these dates. 

 

End of term rewards assemblies and parties 

We are in the process of rescheduling those that were due to take place Period 4 or Period 5 

but we aim to complete these by the end of term to recognise our students’ progress and 

achievements. 

 

Offsite curriculum provision for Monday and Tuesday afternoon 

We will be sending year group specific emails Monday morning regarding planned curriculum 

provision offsite. 

 

We will of course be continually monitoring our arrangements and be back in contact if we do 

not feel that the measures we have taken are sufficient to keep students and staff safe. I’m sure 

you will appreciate that these have not been easy decisions to make but are with the very best 

of intentions. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ms Lauren Phillips 

Principal 

 


