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Monday 30th January 2023 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It has been an action packed week with several key events for both parents and students!  

 

Start of the day arrangements 

As the weather has become colder, inevitably the numbers attending Breakfast Club have 

got higher and it’s great to see so many students making the most of this opportunity. A gentle 

reminder that students accessing this provision need to enter the academy building via 

reception and will only be able to do so from 8am. As the weather temperatures are improving, 

we will be reinstating line-up this week.  

 

Trust Update meeting 

On Monday evening, we welcomed a packed hall for the Trust Update meeting for parents. 

We understand that there were many more families that would have liked to attend but were 

unable to so we have sent out a copy of the slides from this event. The Trust element took much 

longer than anticipated so I am only sorry the senior leadership team did not have more 

opportunity to talk you through the improvements since April 2022. Thankfully, the majority of 

these are captured on the slides but if you would like to know more, please do attend the 

February Coffee Morning where there is an informal opportunity to ask more questions. We are 

aware that the Headteacher Board meeting took place on Thursday 26th January and we 

await news of the decision regarding the new chosen sponsor for the academy.  

 

Year 9 Parents Evening and surveys 

We also hosted our most positive parents evening yet with families commenting on the event’s 

warmth, the clarity with which staff discussed your children’s academic progress, what they 

are able to do well and the next steps they need to take in order to improve. This positivity is 

reflected in the parental survey feedback which shows progress since those conducted at the 

Academic Review afternoon in October in most areas with significant improvement in four key 

areas: 

 

 

 

% selecting Strongly Agree or Agree 

March 22 

Ofsted 

Oct 22 

All 

years 

Jan 23 

Year 9 

My child has been bullied and the school dealt with the 

bullying quickly and effectively  

47 50 68 

The school makes me aware of what my child will learn 

during the year  

22 61 75 

When I have raised concerns with the school they have 

been dealt with properly  

17 55 76 

The school has high expectations for my child 

 

46 68 85 

 



We are aware that there is still a great deal of work needed but, following the launch of our 

new anti-bullying protocols, we are glad to see fewer parents indicating that their child is being 

bullied and that, when they are, parents feel the school is dealing with it more effectively. We 

are also glad to see the impact of the new tracking system that was implemented at the 

beginning of November to ensure that more concerns are being dealt with properly.  

 

We can see that you remain concerned about behaviour and we need to do more to improve 

this rapidly. From last week, we reverted Ms McCleary’s Assistant Principal role to that of a 

largely non-teaching Behaviour Lead as she did in the Summer Term so she has more time to 

drive and oversee this much needed area of improvement. When we had this arrangement 

in place during the Summer Term, considerable progress was made in this area. We will also 

be working with student focus groups to work collaboratively on improvement.  

 

Musical lesson changeovers 

The week ended with vaccinations for Year 9 (and some Year 10 students) who conducted 

themselves admirably despite a few sore arms! On Friday, we also tested the new sound system 

which was installed earlier in the week. This will launch this week as part of our drive to ensure 

less time is lost for learning and lesson changeovers are calmer. It is clearly going to take 

students some time to adjust to new routines and the novelty of the music but, in the long-term 

we hope this will lead to stronger starts and ends of lessons.  

 

We summarise below the key changes: 

 

 The piece of music, ‘Transformation’ by the Cinematic Orchestra will be the lesson 

change music, for the remainder of this term. 

 It is 3 minutes long and this is the time students have to move from one lesson, to the 

next OR to get to their lesson after lunch and break. 

 A short bell will sound to indicate the start and end of social times (break and lunch) 

 The ‘bridges’ from one side of the building to the other will no longer be available at 

lesson changeover   

 Students will need to get to their lesson by the quickest route and before the music 

ends. 

 

These arrangements will be shared with students during Monday morning’s student bulletin 

presentation.  

 

Fixtures - Year 8 Rugby vs Witchford (Mr Mortlock, Acting Curriculum Lead for PE)  

Fantastic effort from the students who travelled to Witchford in very cold conditions. The 

improvement within 45 minutes was amazing to see and to come away with 3 tries in the last 

3rd shows how hard the students worked. Look forward to the next fixture! Well done. 

 

Results of the Design & Technology Catapult Competition (Mr Arbelaez, Curriculum Lead for 

D&T) 

The winner of the ‘Technology Catapult’ competing: ‘Best design’ goes to Mark H in Year 10. 

The second price for ‘Best Effort’ Goes to Alexa W and Freya S in Year 10. The DT department 

would also like to congratulate all the students that took part, in was really a truly inspirational 

experience. 

 

Student Council and Prefects update (Mrs Emmess, Assistant Principal) 

In addition to creating opportunities for students to develop their leadership skills, our Student 

Council and Prefects have started role modelling to the rest of the school community ways in 

which we can act as Active Citizens. Leaders and staff will be taking part in litter picking to 

bring together our vision of being responsible citizens, taking care and pride in our 

environment. Many students at LECA demonstrate these values well and we look forward to 

seeing a marked improvement with various environmental initiatives, with a new recycling 

scheme being launched shortly. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Littleport and East Cambridgeshire Academy,   

Littleport, Cambridgeshire,  

CB6 1EW   

Principal: Ms Lauren Phillips 

www.lecacademy.org  

01353 223300                                                             

                                                                                          

                            

KS4 Poetry lunchtime lectures (Mrs Radcliffe, Faculty Leader for Communications) 

We are holding a four week intensive lunchtime lecture series for Year 11 (and any Y10 who 

wants to get ahead with their Poetry Knowledge!) held at lunchtime, in the hall. We are hosting 

a lecture on every poem from the anthology - bring your anthologies, pens and highlighters, 

ready to annotate! Starting Mon 30th Jan and running near on every day until the end of Feb 

- timetable circulated in bulletin and posted on Mrs Radcliffe’s door.  
 

Pokemon cards – Following requests from a number of students, we recently implemented a 

Pokemon card club for students. However, we are concerned that, for a core group of 

students, this is causing tensions. We are going to monitor these tensions this week and if they 

continue, unfortunately we will have to suspend this group. If your child brings Pokemon cards 

into the academy, please remind them that they should only be used during the supervised 

clubs. Thanks for your support with this.  

  

Forthcoming events for parents: 

Wednesday 8th February – Principal Coffee Morning (9:30-11:00am) 

Thursday 2nd March – Year 7 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 15th March – Principal Coffee Morning (9:30-11:00am) 

 

We hope that you and your families enjoyed a calm and restful and weekend! 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
 

Lauren Phillips (Ms) 

Principal 


