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Friday 23rd September 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It has been another action packed week here at LECA with a variety of events for both parents 

and students!  

 

Assemblies this week – Questioning focus 

In line with our drive to improve teaching and learning, Mr Jones, Assistant Principal Teaching 

& Learning, has delivered assemblies to students this week about our focus on improving 

questioning. You may remember that a key thread in the Ofsted report was a concern that 

teaching staff were not checking learning frequently enough. Teaching staff have therefore 

had a number of training sessions on this area and we wanted students to understand the 

importance of questioning and how this will help us understand what they have learned 

correctly and what they need more help with.  

 

We also wanted them to understand that there are likely to be fewer opportunities where 

students can put their hands up to answer a question and more times when teaching staff will 

choose who to ask. This is commonly referred to as, “Cold calling” and allows us to check every 

student’s learning, not just those who frequently volunteer. We appreciate that this is taking 

some students time to get use to but I would take this opportunity to emphasise that the 

teaching staff have not been directed to exclusively use this strategy. 

 

Open Evening Thursday 13th October 2022 

My thanks to Mrs Hedges who sent a very brief message earlier in the week to explain that we 

will be closing at 2pm on this day to provide staff and students helping the time to set up 

spaces and have something to eat before the long evening event (4-7pm). From Monday, 

staff will be distributing copies of letters asking families to provide consent for students who 

would like to help with this event. Please can we ask you to ensure these are completed and 

returned to the school so we can ensure all effective safeguarding practices are in place to 

know who will be attending the event and whether your child will be collected or make their 

way home after the event. We hope that those of you who are already a LECA parent and 

have a child in Year 6 will take this opportunity to participate in this exciting event and hear 

about students’ experiences of “New LECA”. 

 

Cold weather provision 

There has been a significant shift in the weather this week so please do encourage your child 

to bring their coat with them to keep them warm. A gentle reminder that students need to 

take these off when they enter the building please.  

 

We are delighted to see an increasing number of students attending our Breakfast Club and 

it’s been lovely to watch the interactions between students, with new friendships blossoming 

in these sessions. We are concerned that there are still a significant number of students waiting 

in the areas outside the school site before school gates open at 8:15am and we would 

encourage them to come into the canteen through reception to keep warm and ensure they 

are supervised by LECA staff.  

 



From Monday, we will have staff supervision in the Main Hall at lunchtime so students can use 

this internal space to keep warm when it is not their year group’s designated lunch slot. 

Students can continue to make good use of the learning resource centre and/or attend the 

clubs available. 

 

Communications 

Following feedback from recent parent events, we are delighted to attach an overview of 

named contacts and email addresses for LECA staff to support your with your queries. 

 

 If your query regards a non-urgent pastoral matter, we would encourage you to 

contact your child’s form tutor as a first contact.  

 

 If you have a subject query about curriculum, teachers, intervention, please contact 

the relevant faculty/curriculum leaders 

 

 If you have an urgent query during the school day or it relates to a safeguarding matter, 

please contact the Pastoral Support Manager associated with your child’s year group 

and/or the relevant Progress Leader. 

 

A gentle reminder that our communications guidelines are that you will receive at least an 

acknowledgment of your phone or email within 48 hours and we are unlikely to respond 

outside of academy working hours 7:30am to 6:00pm. 

 

Please note that the pastoral support team are currently dealing with an extremely high level 

of communications which is one of the reasons we have re-issued guidance regarding where 

to direct your query. This week they have also dealt with an exceptionally high number of 

urgent safeguarding matters and we would ask for your patience and understanding for this. 

Clearly, these matters will always direct their priority attention but they will respond in due 

course. 

 

Events for parents  

Thanks to those parents who supported our working party event Monday evening. We can’t 

emphasise enough how much we appreciate the feedback from this group who reviewed our 

proposed bullying protocol. Ms McCleary has adapted the plans as a result and will be 

reviewing them with the newly elected Student Council so we gain their valuable feedback 

before they are implemented. Parents raised a number of queries related to home learning 

and learning platforms which we are looking into and we will provide an update next week. 

We have our next Coffee Morning Wednesday next week (Wednesday 5th October) and look 

forward to meeting with any parents who would like to join this informal discussion between 

9:30 and 10:30am. 

 

Year 11 Transition evening - This week we welcomed a number of local Post-16 education 

providers for our annual Year 11 transition evening fair. It was fantastic to meet with so many 

students and parents to discuss our students’ aspirations after life at LECA and we are thankful 

to the expert advice provided by Cambridge Regional College, College of West Anglia, Bishop 

Laney, Impington Village College, Parkside Sixth and Long Road. Cromwell Community 

College sent their apologies and have arranged to come and speak to students in a future 

assembly. This was the first event in the detailed timeline Mrs Emmess and Mrs Smith have put 

together to support Year 11 students with future destinations and we look forward to supporting 

them with their next steps. 

 

Year 11 English Booster sessions – This week specialist English tutors worked closely with selected 

groups of students to boost their progress in English. Mrs Radcliffe has commented that, 

“Students were resilient and determined during the English tutoring sessions. They worked hard 

and responded well to some challenging revision. The tutors were ‘impressed by their 

developing knowledge and utter willingness to try. Those students in sessions with Mrs Pounce 

on a Tuesday are also working hard and taking steps to improve their progress. Hopefully, 

they’ll all be feeling more confident and continue with their independent revision in the run up 

to their mock exams. We have a programme of revision and curriculum support planned and 
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this will be shared in the coming week. In the meantime, continue to reread the Literature texts. 

Well done Year 11: keep at it!” 

 

Year 8 and 9, Prison Me No Way, Mr Mortlock, Progress Leader for Years 8/9 

This day provided a great experience for Years 8 and 9 which was enjoyed by staff and 

students. They participated extremely well answering questions and handling tough topics and 

talks with great maturity. We hope they all enjoyed the day and have taken the messages 

from the day to help them make good choices in the future. The team commented on how 

well the students engaged and really enjoyed their day here and would love to come back 

again. Special mention to Charlie H in Year 8 who was recognised for his contribution in the 

choices talk. Ms Richardt commented, “I thought it was brilliant and the students really 

engaged in the sessions. I must say the groups I was with, were fantastic and their behaviour 

was impeccable. A total credit to the school.  I thought they were very respectful when asking 

questions and conducted themselves in a mature way”. 

 

Mathematical Olympiad for Girls 

Miss Armsby organised for four of our girls to take part in the Mathematical Olympiad for 

Girls.  She has commented, “They were an absolute credit and were attempting to do 

questions that many Undergraduate students would struggle with”. Congratulations to all those 

involved. 

 

PE Fixtures, Mr Mortlock, Acting Head of PE 

Our Year 10 football team lost to Cromwell but fought well – Congratulations to Player of the 

Match Oskaras. In Netball, the Year 8 team performed admirably against a strong Cromwell 

team but unfortunately also lost their match. Congratulations to Player of the Match Amy J. 

The Year 10 Netball team drew 8-8 against Cromwell which is a great result – Congratulations 

to Player of the Match - Summer B! Thanks to all students who participated and represented 

the academy in these matches.  

 

Safeguarding updates 

This week we enclose a link about Cyberbullying - what to do, who to report it to and how to 

support a victim: 

Cyberbullying Advice and Support | East Cambridgeshire District Council (eastcambs.gov.uk) 

 

Wishing your families a restful weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, Lauren Phillips (Ms) 

Principal 

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/content/cyberbullying-advice-and-support
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/content/cyberbullying-advice-and-support

