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MELODY

A melody is the main tune in 
any piece of music and can 
be sung or played by any 
instrument. Melodies are 
often catchy and repeated.
e.g. the melody moves by 
step and goes up in pitch

ARTICULATION
How individual notes or 
sounds are played/ sung and 
the techniques used.

The violins plucked the strings 
to make the notes short 

DYNAMICS

The volume of a sound or 
a piece of music
The brass instruments 
played forte to help create 
a climax in the music

LOUD: Forte (f)  
SOFT: Piano (p) 
GETTING LOUDER: Crescendo (cresc.) 
GETTING SOFTER: Diminuendo (dim.) 

TMAD TSHIRT EMPO
The speed of a sound or a 
piece of music
The tempo of the music was 
fast which made the music 
exciting FAST: Allegro

SLOW: Lento 
GETTING FASTER –
Accelerando (accel.) 
GETTING SLOWER -
Rallentando (rall.)

STRUCTURE

How a piece of music is 
built or put together.
The piece of music has a 
chorus and a verse.

HARMONY

The types of chords/ keys 
used. 
e.g. MAJOR J

MINOR L
The music is in a minor key 
which helps it sound dark 
and spooky

I NSTRUMENTS
The different instruments from 
the four families and how they 
are played. Sometimes described 
as Sonority 
e.g. the violin is played with a 
bow
The guitar is strummed 

RHYTHM

LEARN TO SPELL THIS WORD!
Rhythm Has Your Two Hips 
Moving
Describes how long and short the 
sounds are (crotchets, quavers)
The short quaver notes played by 
the trumpets depict someone 
running

TEXTURE
How much sound we 
hear
The music has a thin 
texture with just a solo 
trumpet playing

THIN TEXTURE: (sparse/solo) –
small amount of instruments 
or melodies. 

THICK TEXTURE: 
(dense/layered) – lots of 
instruments or melodies. 

Plan

Rehearse

PerformFeedback

Refine

Composing 
Process

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS:
ü I was successful because I 

kept my concentration and 
managed to perform 
without giggling.

ü I was successful because I 
was able to lead my group 
during a performance.

ü I was successful because I 
was able to use some more 
complicated rhythms in my 
composition (and I was able 
to write out the musical 
notation).

ü I was successful because I 
was able to use more than 
one of the musical elements 
in my composition.

PEER FEEDBACK
ü They used a good variety 

of rhythms in their piece 
which meant that it was 
quite interesting.

ü Everyone in the group 
contributed well - _______ 
made a good leader.

ü They all listened well to 
each other during the 
group work and involved 
ideas from everyone.

One beat 
notes -
Tea

½ beat notes 
- Coffee

1 beat rest ‘shhh!’ 

4 beats in a bar

Co  ca co   la  lem on ade cof fee     tea
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Recap:
MELODY - A melody is the main tune in any piece of music 
and can be sung or played by any instrument. Melodies are 
often catchy and repeated.
e.g. the melody moves by step and goes up in pitch
ARTICULATION - How individual notes or sounds are 
played/ sung and the techniques used. E.g. the violin is 
plucked (pizzicato) and the sound is detached (spiky)
DYNAMICS - The volume of a sound or a piece of music. 
E.g. the music crecendos (gets gradually louder) to a forte 
(loud) dynamic
TEMPO - The speed of a sound or a piece of music. E.g. 
FAST: Allegro,
SLOW: Lento, GETTING FASTER – Accelerando (accel.) 
GETTING SLOWER - Rallentando (rall.)
STRUCTURE - How a piece of music is built or put together. 
E.g. 12 bar blues J
HARMONY - The types of chords/ keys used. 
e.g. MAJOR J

MINOR L
INSTRUMENTS - The different instruments from the four 
families and how they are played. Sometimes described as 
Sonority 
e.g. the violin is played with a bow
The guitar is strummed 
RHYTHM - LEARN TO SPELL THIS WORD!
Rhythm Has Your Two Hips Moving
Describes how long and short the sounds are (crotchets, 
quavers)
TEXTURE - How much sound we hear
THIN TEXTURE: (sparse/solo) – small amount of 
instruments or melodies. 

THICK TEXTURE: (dense/layered) – lots of instruments or 
melodies

Sonority City – exploring the 
instruments of the orchestra

ORCHESTRA – A large ENSEMBLE (group of musicians) divided into 
four SECTIONS or FAMILIES of musical instruments – STRINGS, 
WOODWIND, BRASS and PERCUSSION - led by a CONDUCTOR who 
stands at the front of the orchestra and directs it.  They will indicate 
the main beats in the music using a BATON (a “stick” that they hold 
and beat time with).  All musicians look at the conductor whist playing 
as they are ultimately in control of the whole piece. SONORITY (also 
called TIMBRE) – Describes the unique sound or tone quality of 
different instruments and the way we can identify orchestral 
instruments as being distinct from each other – “each instruments’ 
own unique sound”.  Sonority can be described by many different 
words including – velvety, screechy, throaty, rattling, mellow, chirpy, 
brassy, sharp, heavy, buzzing, crisp, metallic, wooden etc. PITCH - The 
highness or lowness of a sound, a musical instrument or musical note 
(high/low, getting higher/lower, step/leap).

Strings Woodwind
Brass

Percussion

Study 
instrument 

families

Listen to 
individual 

instruments

Listen in 
context of 

an 
orchestra

Practice 
aural skills

Test 

Appraisin
g process

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS
ü I was successful because I was able to identify most instruments of the 

orchestra visually and aurally (by listening) when they were playing on 
their own

ü I was successful because I was able to use musical vocabulary to 
describe the sonority of an instrument (metal, scrape, wood , skin etc)

ü I was successful because I was able to identify solo instruments when 
they were accompanied by others.

ü I was successful because I was able to describe in detail how different 
instruments produce their sounds.

A term used to describe a group of players such 
as an orchestra
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A piano or keyboard is laid out with WHITE KEYS and Black Keys. C is 
to the left of the two Black Keys and the notes continue to G then 
they go back to A again.  Notes with the same letter name/pitch are 
said to be an OCTAVE apart. MIDDLE C is normally in the centre of a 
piano keyboard. (NOTE THE RECURRING PATTERN OF TWO BLACK 
NOTES, THEN THREE BLACK NOTES).

There are five different black notes or keys on a 
piano or keyboard.  They occur in groups of two 
and three right up the keyboard in different 
pitches.  Each one can be a SHARP or a FLAT.  The # 
symbol means a SHARP which raises the pitch by a 
semitone (e.g. C# is higher in pitch (to the right) 
than C).  The b symbol means a FLAT which lowers 
the pitch by a semitone (e.g. Bb is lower in pitch (to 
the left) than B).  Each black key has 2 names – C# 
is the same as Db – there’s just two different ways 
of looking at it!  Remember, black notes or keys 
that are to the RIGHT of a white note are called 
SHARPS and black notes to the LEFT of a white note 
are called FLATS. 

FLAT
SHARP

TREBLE CLEF

PERSONAL REFLECTION
ü I was successful because I worked on improving 

my technique when playing the keyboard.
ü I was successful because I used my rehearsal 

time wisely – this meant that I was ready for 
the performance. 

ü I was successful because I was able to play with 
all the fingers on one hand.

ü I was successful because I was able to play in 
time with my partner.

ü I was successful because I was able to play two 
hands together on my own (both parts!).

PEER FEEDBACK
v They performed confidently to the 

class and were well organised –
both players knew what they 
should be doing.

v I enjoyed that they were able to 
play two hands together on their 
own.

v The performance flowed well and 
there were no hesitations.

v They showed good keyboard 
technique and were able to play 
with all of the fingers on one hand.

v They played nicely in time with 
each other throughout the 
performance.

A STAVE or STAFF is the name given to the five lines where 
musical notes are written.   The position of notes on the stave 
or staff shows their PITCH (how high or low a note is).  The 
TREBLE CLEF is a symbol used to show high-pitched notes on 
the stave and is usually used for the right hand on a piano or 
keyboard to play the MELODY and also used by high pitched 
instruments such as the flute and violin.  The stave or staff is 
made up of 5 LINES and 4 SPACES.

C Major

D Minor

Polyphonic
Musical texture describes how many layers of 
harmony and melody that we can hear at the 
same time. Polyphonic texture, is when there 
are multiple independent melodies being 
played or sung at the same time.



STRIKE A CHORD – Year 7

The Beatles were formed in 
Liverpool in the 1960s. 
There were 4 members of 
the group.
John Lennon, Paul 
McCartney, George 
Harrison and Ringo Starr.
Lennon and McCartney 
were well known for their 
song writing partnership.
Lead vocals for Yellow 
Submarine were sung by 
Ringo Starr.
The Yellow submarine was a 
1968 animated musical 
adventure film inspired by 
the music of the Beatles.
The music-loving 
inhabitants of Pepperland
are under siege by the Blue 
Meanies, a nasty group of 
music-hating creatures. The 
Lord Mayor of Pepperland
dispatches sailor Old Fred to 
Liverpool, England, where 
he is to recruit the help of 
the Beatles.

CHORDS
A chord is two or more 
notes played at the same 
time. 
v A chord with 3 notes is 

called a triad. 
v To play a triad on a 

keyboard: play one, miss 
one, play one, miss one, 
play one.

v A triad consists of a root, 
3rd and 5th.

v The root note is always 
the name of the chord 
e.g. The root in a C 
chord is a C! 

v There are 4 notes in 
chords played on a 
ukulele (as there are 4 
strings)

Personal reflection
ü I was successful because I played at an appropriate tempo throughout.
ü I was successful because I was able to play accurate rhythms and pitches.
ü I was successful because I was focused throughout the performance and concentrated 

well.
ü I was successful because I was able to play with just one hand for the part.
ü I was successful because I was able to play in time with my partner.
ü I was successful because I was able to play with two hands together (both parts on my 

own!).

PEER FEEDBACK
vThey performed confidently to the class and were well organised – both players knew 

what they should be doing.
vI enjoyed that they were able to play two hands together on their own.
vThe performance flowed well and there were no hesitations.
vThey showed good keyboard technique and were able to play with all of the fingers on 

one hand.
vThey played nicely in time with each other throughout the performance.

q The ukulele is originally from 
Portugal. 

q ‘Ukulele’ is the Hawaiian 
name.

q A ukulele has only 4 strings 
whereas a guitar has 6.

q The action we use to play 
chords on a ukulele is called 
strumming.  

Ukulele

Chord Structure
A chord structure tells us the order that the 
chords should be played in

Homophonic
Homophony is the texture we hear 
most in pop music on the radio, film 
music, jazz, rock, and most classical 
music of the last century. It 
describes the texture of melody and 
accompaniment

Verse/ Chorus 
structure

The most common structure used 
within songs


