
Talk for Writing across the secondary curriculum 

Talk for Writing is an engaging teaching framework, based on the principles of formative 

assessment and interactive learning. It provides a flexible process for developing 

understanding and expression, moving from imitation to innovation to independent 

application. In English, it provides a step-by-step approach to creating confident, creative 

speakers, thinkers, readers and writers. 

This can be adapted to suit the needs of any other language. In other subjects across the 

curriculum, it provides a flexible framework that enables all students to develop the tune of 

each subject area and co-construct understanding so that they can structure their ideas and 

express themselves coherently. The fact that similar processes underpin each subject 

enables students to transfer their understanding of how to express themselves coherently 

from one subject to another, making it the ideal framework for ensuring that literacy across 

the curriculum becomes an achievable, meaningful goal. 

Talk for Writing enables students to imitate the key language they need for a particular topic 

orally before they try reading and analysing it. Through fun activities that help them rehearse 

the tune of the language they need, followed by shared writing to show them how to craft 

their writing, students are helped to write in the same style. Schools that have adopted the 

approach have not only increased their student’s progress but also their engagement with 

writing in all subjects.  

 


