
Question 2 Question 3 Question 4 

1. The key is to talk about fewer things in more detail.  

2. Discuss the explicit and implicit meanings of the words and 

phrases you are talking about.  

3. Can you develop your analysis more? When you come to the 

end of your explanation, write ‘furthermore’, and see if 

there’s anything else you can say.  

4. Focus on the effects of the words, not just spotting 

techniques.  

5. Those reaching for top marks: can you find patterns, 

recurring images, contrasts, ambiguities? 

6. Sentence stem suggestions: 

• This is suggested by the word . . . 

• This phrase makes me feel . . . 

• The writer uses this phrase to create a tone of . . . 

• This image implies… 

• Don’t write about language features.  

• Use detail in your analysis.  

• Talk about the effects of the writer’s structural choices.  

• Write about the beginning, middle and end.  

• Look for ‘shifts’ in: focus, mood, tone, time, perspective.  

• Sentence stem suggestions: 

 In the beginning . . . 

 In the middle . . . 

 By the end . . . 

 The focus shifts . . . 

 The focus narrows . . . 

 This advances the plot . . . . 

 The effect of this is . . . . 

 The mood is established by . . .  

 The use of a short paragraph here has the effect of . . . 

  

 

• The key is to evaluate: don’t fully agree or disagree, offer a 2/1 

split (two reasons for, one against, or vice versa).  

• The statement will have two parts: think about them separately 

and find evidence for both. (Another way to evaluate is to 

agree with one part of the statement, but not the other.) 

• Highlight 10 things that support the statement and choose the 3 

best pieces of evidence to build your response around.  

• Remember to zoom in on particular word choices or phrases.  

• It is okay to make it personal - talk about your response.  

• Don’t just retell the story.  

• Sentence stem suggestions:   

 This suggests . . .  

 The writer uses . . . 

 The use of _______ implies____ 

 This further creates a sense of _________ through _______ 

 However . . . . 

 On the other hand . . .  

 Nevertheless . . . 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



These two pages are meant to give you some guidance for answering Question 5, the Creative writing question. You don’t need to use all the suggestions here, just study them 
carefully, and use what seems useful or interesting to you! 

 
 
Here are some different styles of sophisticated sentences:  
 
Starting with a non-finite clause (an -ing verb) 
Gazing out of the grimy window, I….. 
 

The more, the more, the more sentence 
The more he worried, the more he felt uncomfortable, the more he wanted to leave the room. 

 

The less, less, less sentence  
The less I tried, the less I cared, the less appealing it became. 

 

Sentence, comma and list of verbs ending in –ing 
The road unspooled over the moor, rising, falling, rising, turning, falling. 

 

The three verb sentence  
The monster pushed, crashed, smashed its way through 

 

The deliberation sentence 
Sandwich, hot dog, salad - which would he choose? 

 

Using dashes instead of brackets 
The roof – a thick, straw thatch - was gone. 

 

Verb -ed opening 
Tortured by fear, Tommy crept slowly towards the door. 
Scared for her life, Anna searched frantically for the key. 

 

xxxxx wasn’t the word! 
Disgusting wasn’t the word! There were no words to describe what lay before her. 
 

Starting with an adverb 
Anxiously, he opened the envelope containing his results. 
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