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London in 1858 was a dirty, overcrowded and unsanitary city. The River Thames was a dumping ground for human sewage, household rubbish, horse dung, slaughterhouse waste and chemicals from factories. The river water was also used for washing clothes and cooking. Despite the fact that John Snow had worked out the link between cholera and the dirty water supply, the city streets remained as filthy as ever and was a breeding ground for disease. 

The Great Stink
In the summer of 1858 a heat wave caused the River Thames to smell even worse than ever. The smell was so bad that the politicians in the Houses of Parliament demanded to meet somewhere else. It was then named the summer of the “Great Stink.” The smell and the findings of John Snow caused such alarm that it finally forced the government to act. They needed someone to save their city. His name was Joseph Bazalgette. 

A new sewer system
Several years earlier Bazalgette has been asked to draw up plans for a network of underground tunnels, or sewers. This would allow waste from one million houses to be intercepted before it reached the River Thames. Bazalgette’s design allowed for the waste to slope away from the Thames and into the sea. He designed pumps which would release the sewage and take it out to sea. Bazalgette was given £3million (about £1 billion today) and told to start immediately. Using 318 million bricks he built 83 miles of sewers, which removed 420 million gallons of sewage a day. The sewers were finished in 1866, and when fully operational, the cholera epidemic never returned to London again. At last the government was taking action with regards to public health.
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The death of laissez-faire?
In 1867 the working class man was given the vote. It was these people that had been suffering most from the living conditions. Soon political parties realised that if they promised to improve conditions in towns, the working class people would then vote for them. When the conservative party was elected into power in 1874 they introduced new public health reforms (changes). 
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1842
	Edwin Chadwick Report.



1848
	First Public Health Act.




1853
	Compulsory Vaccination against Cholera.




1858
	Work on London sewer system begins.




1866
	Sanitary Act: This makes local councils responsible for sewers, water and street cleaning. Each town also had to appoint a health inspector. 




1875
	Housing Act. Makes home owners responsible for keeping their property in good order. 




1875
	
Second Public Health Act. Local councils forced to appoint medical officers to be responsible for public health. Councils were also ordered to cover up sewers and keep water clean and collect rubbish.
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