
Curriculum Overview: Music  
Year group: 7 
 

What your child will learn each half term 
This overview shows the key topics, skills, and knowledge your child will be learning in 
Music in Year 7. It helps families understand what’s being taught, how it builds on 
previous learning, and how you can support your child at home. 
 

Half 
term 

What we are 
learning 

Key knowledge 
and skills 

How we will assess 
learning in this unit 

Homework Key vocabulary for 
this unit 

HT 1  Elements of 
Music 
The essential 
parts of all music 
are discussed to 
widen 
vocabulary and 
support the in 
depth look at 
music during 
Year 7. 
 
This will be 
reinforced with 
Listening, 
Composition and 
Performance 
skills 

Listening Skills Students will learn basic vocabulary 
relating to the elements of music. Identification of 
Instruments and compositional decisions. 
 
Compositional Skills Students experiment with writing 
four phrases at the keyboards and are given advice from 
their teacher on the use of motifs. 
Pupils then notate their piece just using the pitch letters of 
the note.  
 
Performance Skills 
15 / 20 minutes practice every lesson in preparation for our 
end of term performance. 
Piece choices include Frere Jacques, Wallace and Gromit 
Theme, William Tell Overture. 
 
Singing – Elements of Music Song 
As well as pupil’s own choice of piece if they prepare pieces 
another instrument / voice. 

Listening 
skills knowledge check 
each lesson when 
describing the chosen 
piece for that day. 
Followed by an Assessed 
Listening piece at the end 
of the half-term. 
 
Formative Performance 
advice given each lesson 
followed by Summative 
class performance - 
Completed in the last 
lesson of the half-term. 
 
Composition piece 
submitted after two weeks 
of work on the four phrases 

Practice for performance.  
aper copies of the keyboard 
performance pieces to 
practice through at home. 
 
Frere Jacques, Wallace and 
Gromit Theme, William Tell 
Overture. 
 
Those pupils without a 
keyboard instrument have a 
link on their homework to 
the online piano website. 
https://www.onlinepianist.c
om/virtual-piano 
 
Peer and Self-Assessment 
completed during the 
performance lesson. 

Elements of Music 
vocab 

• Pitch 
• Duration 
• Dynamics  
• Tempo 
• Timbre  
• Texture 

Structure 
(and associated 
words) 
 
Displays in 
classrooms reinforce 
this as well as the 
Elements of Music 
song learnt in class. 

HT 2 Music Notation 
How do we 
communicate 
music to other 
musicians? 
 
This will be 
reinforced with 
Listening, 
Composition and 
Performance 
skills 

Listening Skills Students will continue to learn basic 
vocabulary relating to the elements of music. Identification 
of Instruments and compositional decisions. 
Compositional Skills *Rhythm and Pitch composition* 
Pupils are given time to experiment with rhythms and write 
a rhythm of their own. 
Once this has been done, they allocate pitches to the 
rhythm creating a melody.  
 
Performance Skills 
15 / 20 minutes practice every lesson in preparation for our 
end of term performance. 

Listening 
skills knowledge check 
each lesson when 
describing the chosen 
piece for that day. 
Followed by an Assessed 
Listening piece at the end 
of the half-term. 
Formative Performance 
advice given each lesson 
followed by Summative 
class performance 

Practice for performance.  
Students are given paper 
copies of the keyboard 
performance pieces to 
practice through at home. 
 
Harry Potter and Jingle Bells. 
 
Those pupils without a 
keyboard instrument have a 
link on their homework to 
the online piano website. 

Elements of Music 
vocab 
 
Students continue to 
reinforce vocabulary 
with listening 

• Pitch 
• Duration 
• Dynamics  
• Tempo 
• Timbre  

• What we are learning: The topic or focus for the half term. 
• Key knowledge & skills: What students should understand and be able to do. 
• How we assess learning: knowledge checks, practical tasks, written 

responses and formal assessments.  
• Key words to know: Vocabulary students will learn and use. 

 

https://www.onlinepianist.com/virtual-piano
https://www.onlinepianist.com/virtual-piano


Piece choices include; Harry Potter and Jingle Bells. 
Supplemented with other pieces brought in by students 
who play instruments 
 
Singing – Jingle bells and other carols – 2 part ensemble. 
Pupils who are able to complete this task are asked to work 
on a more complex piece with contrasting sections. 

composition task. 
Completed in the last 
lesson of the half-term. 
Rhythm and Pitch 
Composition piece 
submitted after four weeks 
of work on the rhythm, 
pitch and alterations have 
been made. 

https://www.onlinepianist.c
om/virtual-piano 
 
Peer and Self-Assessment 
completed during the 
performance lesson. 

• Texture 
Structure 

(and associated 
words) 
 
Students also learn 
pitch names, duration 
names, tempo and 
dynamic indication 
names. 
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