
Curriculum Overview: History
Year group: 10

What your child will learn each half term
This overview shows the key topics, skills, and knowledge your child will be learning in 
History in  Year 10. It helps families understand what’s being taught, how it builds on 
previous learning, and how you can support your child at home.

Half term What we are 
learning

Key knowledge and key skills How we will assess 
learning in this unit

Homework Key vocabulary for 
this unit

HT 1 

Topic 1

Key medical 
developments 
between 1250-
present.

(Paper 1)

Studying the key medical developments in the medieval, 
Renaissance,
Industrial and modern periods of time.  You will look at these 
themes:

 Causes
 Diagnosis
 Treatment
 Care
 Prevention
 Knowledge

Skills
Describe questions – key features
(2 marks)
Comparison questions – similarities and differences
(4 marks)

A range of short written 
tasks describing and 
comparisons. 

Defining key words and 
phrases. 

Assessment – comparison 
questions

Homework 
booklet 1 
and the 
activities. 

Antibiotics
Astrology
Barber surgeon
DNA
Four humours
Germs
Herbs
Key-hole surgery
Physicians
Vaccinations

HT 2

Topic 2

The reigns of King 
Richard and John. 

(Paper 2)

Medieval Life – towns and countryside
Jewish life
Kingship,
Richard as King
Richard on crusade 
Richard in Normandy
John as King
Loss of Normandy John and the pope
John and the barons
Magna Carta
Civil War
Succession
Skills
Describe questions – key features
(2 marks)
Explain why questions (12 marks)

A range of short written 
tasks describing and 
explaining. 

Defining key words and 
phrases. 
Assessment – Explain 
question.

Homework 
booklet 2 
and the 
activities.

Baron
Civil War
Crusade
Feudalism
Hostage
Kingship
Knight
Oath of fealty
Pogrom
Scutage

 What we are learning: The topic or focus for the half term.
 Key knowledge & skills: What students should understand and be able to do.
 How we assess learning: knowledge checks, practical tasks, written 

responses and formal assessments. 
 Key words to know: Vocabulary students will learn and use.



HT3

Topic 3

Key medical case 
studies between 
1250-present.

(Paper 1)

Black Death, 1348
Great Plague, 1665
Edward Jenner
John Snow
Penicillin
Lung Cancer

Skills
Comparison questions – similarities and differences. 
(4 marks)
How far do you agree…?
(16 marks + 4 SPaG)

A range of short written 
tasks of comparisons. 

Defining key words and 
phrases. 

Assessment – How far you 
agree …? Question.

Homework 
booklet 3 
and the 
activities. 

Cholera
Compulsory
Flagellation
Law
Mayor
Quarantine
Sin
Smallpox 
Spot map
Staphylococcus 

HT3/4

Topic 4

Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-
1939. 

(Paper 3)

Origins of the Republic
Early challenges to the Republic
Early development of the Nazi Party
The Munich Putsch
The recovery of the Republic
Changes in society
Growth in Nazi support
How Hitler became chancellor
The creation of the dictatorship
Nazi control
Opposition, resistance and conformity
Life Nazi Germany
Skills
Inference questions (4 marks)
Explain why questions (12 marks)
Usefulness questions (8 marks)

A range of short written 
tasks of inference, explain 
and usefulness. 

Defining key words and 
phrases. 

Assessment – usefulness 
questions.

Homework 
booklet 4 
and the 
activities.

Abdication
Censorship
Constitution
Dictator
Hyperinflation
Putsch
Reichstag
Reparations 
Treaty 
Uprising

HT5

Topic 5

Medicine in the 
trenches.

(Paper 1)

WWI Trenches
WWI battles
Stretcher bearers
Evacuation chain
Weapons and injuries
Gas attacks
Health problems  
Blood
Surgery
Skills
Describe questions – key features. 
(2 marks)
Inference questions (4 marks)
Usefulness questions (8 marks)

A range of short written 
tasks of inference, explain 
and usefulness. 

Defining key words and 
phrases. 

Assessment – usefulness 
questions.

Homework 
booklet 5 
and the 
activities.

Anaesthetic
Antiseptic
Bombardment
Consultant
Medical officer
No man’s land
RAMC
Transfusion 
Trench
Tirage



HT 6

Topic 6

The challenges of 
King Richard and 
John. 

(Paper 2)

Feudal system 
Securing power
Richard on crusade 
Normandy
The Pope

Skills
Describe questions – key features. 
(2 marks)
Explain why questions (12 marks)
How far do you agree…?
(16 marks + 4 SPaG)

A range of short written 
tasks on describe. explain 
and conclusions.  

Defining key words and 
phrases. 

Assessment – end of year 
exam. 

Homework 
booklet 6 
and the 
activities.

Acre
Arsuf 
Arthur
Betrothed 
Chateau Gaillard
Cyprus
Excommunication
Interdict 
Philip II
Sicily

HT 6

Topic 7

Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-
1939. 

(Paper 3)

Wall St Crash
Great Depression
Propaganda
Nazi appeal
Fear of communism

Skills
How far do you agree…? INTERPRETATIONS
(16 marks + 4 SPaG)

A range of short written 
tasks on interpretation 
analysis. 

Homework 
booklet 7 
and the 
activities.

Article 48
Dawes Plan
Depression
Industry
Loans
Propaganda
Recall
Seats (Reichstag)
Shanty towns
Unemployment


