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Subject Intent​
At Lugwardine Primary School, we believe that Reading is a fundamental skill which enableschildren to access all areas of learning, ensuring they can make progress and succeed. Our aimis for children to view reading as an enjoyable and worthwhile activity and develop a love ofreading at school and at home. Pupils will be both independent and reflective readers whocan read fluently and for meaning. Our curriculum is designed so that, alongside reading forpleasure, children develop the ability to use their reading skills to research and gather newknowledge and understanding. As a school, we enable our learners with opportunities toapply their developing phonics knowledge throughout the curriculum.
Subject Implementation​
​Phonics is taught daily across Key Stage 1 using the Essential Letters and Sounds scheme. Phonics is taught after registration each morning, with interventions provided in mornings and afternoons.​
Phonics will be timetabled daily for 25 minute sessions plus frequent revisiting opportunities throughout the day.​
Lessons will match the provided structure from ELS and meaningful accompanying activities will be provided.​
The lowest 20% of pupils will receive focused, rapid intervention sessions timetabled in the afternoons to ensure they close any gaps found in assessment analysis.​
Vitally, the focus of phonics must change from being a one-off session to include complete immersion and revisiting throughout every day and at all opportunities. More creative and interactive methods may now be used for interventions and revisiting throughout the day. The learning environment should stimulate and engage whilst following a structure.​
Story time and whole class reading sessions will support the learning of phonics throughout KS1 & EYFS.​
​Reception: After an initial baseline assessment, Reception children will begin learning phonics using the Essential Letters and Sounds scheme to learn Phase 2 and Phase 3 phonics. Phonics sessions will allow opportunities for regular assessment to allow identification of learners who will benefit from additional support. Phonics will be taught with presentation slides from the Essential Letters and Sounds reception E-Book with accompanying activities and demonstrations. The class teacher will read stories that promote the learners listening skills whilst providing opportunities for the children to identify, place and recognise sounds. ​
​
All lessons will conclude with a written or reading based activity from the Essential Letters and Sounds workbook. Literacy and other curriculum lessons will also be used to ensure and assess that children are able to decode and apply their phonics knowledge and understanding across their written work. Children have an appropriate reading book to take home based on their reading level ability in which questions about decoding sounds can be presented to them by the adult who is reading with them. ​
Children are routinely assessed on their understanding of decoding, segmenting and blending on the phonics tracker system. 
KS1: Classes continue to use the Essential Letters and Sounds phonics scheme with the E Book and Workbooks providing opportunities to develop and apply understanding. Year 1 learn phase 5 phonics and Year 2 learn Phase 6 - with both Year groups providing opportunities to practice, apply and develop their confidence and understanding with previous phases. ​
Year 1 children will be taking the Phonics Screening check in June and agree that following the Essential Letters and Sounds unit of work will prepare learners for what will appear in the Phonics Screening Check. Year 1 children who are not working towards the excpected standard in Phonics will receive daily intervention support to help them prepare for the Phonics Screening Check in June. Year 2 children that did not pass the Screening Check in the previous year will retake a Screening Check in June. Year 2 children that did not pass the Screening Check will receive daily intervention support to prepare them for the screening check in June. ​
Year 1 will hold weekly, mini assessments of the sounds learned that week every Friday and the results form quizzes will be one of the ways to help assess the progress of learners. ​
Subject Impact​
Assessment opportunities to assess the impact of phonics  include half termly Phonics Tracker assessments on blending, decoding and segmenting of that half terms taught input. ​
Year 1 have weekly phonics quizzes on the sounds taught during that week. ​
Across EYFS and KS1, Reading levels are regularly assessed, tracked and recorded and we believe that a child's progress in reading can be credited to their understanding and confidence with their phonics work.​
Year 1 children will have 3 termly mock Phonics Screen tests before taking that years Phonics Screening check in June. Year 2 children who did not pass the Phonics Screen will also take part in mock Phonics Screening checks. ​
Phonics Screen will take place in June with 32 out of 40 indicating a succesful pass (32/40 is the current score at time of writing.) We can use the children's previous mock screen results to also assess the impact of teaching, intervention and learner progress.​
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