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Subject Intent​
Our reading curriculum aims to ensure every child becomes a fluent, confident and enthusiastic reader. From the earliest stages, we prioritise secure phonetic knowledge and a love of stories so that pupils can access the full curriculum and read for both purpose and pleasure. We choose texts for their literary merit, richness of language and their ability to broaden pupils’ horizons. Through high-quality teaching, consistent practice and a culture that celebrates reading, we strive for all pupils—including those at risk of falling behind—to develop the skills, knowledge and passion needed to be successful, lifelong readers.​
Subject Implementation​
In EYFS and KS1, daily phonics is taught with full fidelity to the Essential Letters & Sounds scheme. Regular assessment identifies gaps early, with targeted interventions enabling children to keep up. All KS1 staff are fully trained in delivering the programme, and phonics learning is continually reinforced through writing and story time to ensure immersion.​
Across the whole school, teachers deliver daily story time four times a week, sharing a wide range of high-quality texts and engaging pupils through discussion, prediction and retrieval. Weekly Book Club sessions from Reception to Year 6 celebrate reading, promote authors, and give pupils opportunities to share books they love.​
In KS2, reading is taught through whole-class lessons four times a week, enabling all pupils to engage with a shared, high-quality text. Lessons follow a consistent three-part structure: fluency practice, an engage phase involving rich discussion and analysis of language, themes and authorial choice, and a review section where pupils respond in writing to reflect on their understanding. Pupils who are significantly behind continue to receive structured phonics intervention during reading lessons, with progress closely monitored.​
Children select two reading books: one matched precisely to their reading ability and one for free choice, supporting both progress and enjoyment. Staff regularly listen to struggling readers on a 1:1 basis. A well-stocked library further enriches pupils’ reading experiences and supports curriculum aims.​
​Subject Impact​
​By the end of primary school, pupils read fluently, confidently and with understanding. They can discuss texts with insight, draw inferences, analyse language and appreciate how authors influence readers. Early, consistent and high-quality phonics teaching ensures that the vast majority of pupils secure strong decoding skills, with targeted support preventing difficulties from becoming long-term barriers.​
Pupils develop positive reading identities and a genuine love of reading, demonstrated through their engagement in story time, Book Club and independent reading choices. As a result, they leave our school as enthusiastic, capable and reflective readers who are well-prepared for the demands of secondary education and for life beyond the classroom.​
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