Expressive Arts and Design

In Donaldson Class, we’ll be getting creative and having lots of fun with art, music, and imaginative play. This half term, your child will be:
· Creating colourful firework pictures using different materials and techniques to explore texture and design.
· Making festive crafts, including Christmas cards and pop-up toys, while learning how to add texture and detail to their artwork.
· Singing winter and Christmas songs and recording a special Carol Concert for grown-ups to enjoy at home.
· Tasting traditional Christmas foods from around the world, giving children a chance to explore different cultures through food.
· Helping to make props and accessories for our role play area, ‘The Elves’ Workshop’, where they can dress up, act out stories, and use their imagination

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

In Donaldson Class, we’re helping children build strong friendships and learn how to work and play happily with others. This half term, your child will be:
· Learning about special celebrations from different cultures, such as festivals and holidays, to help them understand and respect others' traditions.
· Practising important social skills like sharing, taking turns, and listening to others during play and group activities.
· Learning how to solve disagreements kindly, using gentle words and actions to help build positive relationships with their classmates.

Phonics
In Donaldson Class, we’re laying the foundations for reading through fun and engaging phonics activities. This half term, your child will be:
· Practising the Set 1 Read Write Inc. sounds, helping them recognise and say individual letter sounds with growing confidence.
· Starting to blend sounds together to read simple words like cat, dog, and sun—a big step in early reading!
· Exploring rhyme and repetition by listening to and joining in with high-quality storybooks and poems.
· Sharing books with adults in class, building their confidence and accuracy as they begin to link sounds to letters and recognise words



Mathematical Development

In Donaldson Class, we’re helping children build confidence with early maths skills in fun and practical ways. This half term, your child will be:
· Recognising numbers up to 20 and practising counting through songs, games, and everyday activities like snack time and tidy-up routines.
· Learning to write numbers correctly, using tools like playdough, sand trays, and number tracing to support their fine motor skills.
· Starting to understand adding and taking away, using real objects like counters, toys, and food to make early maths meaningful and hands-on.
· Using maths language in everyday play, helping children talk about size, position, and quantity.

Physical Development

In Donaldson Class, we’re supporting your child’s physical development through fun, hands-on activities that help build strength, coordination, and confidence. This half term, your child will be:
· Improving fine motor skills with daily Dough Disco sessions and Write Dance activities. These playful routines help strengthen the small muscles in their hands, making it easier for them to hold a pencil and begin writing.
· Exploring movement in PE, where children will practise travelling in different ways—running, jumping, crawling—while learning how to move safely and with control.


Understanding of the World

In Donaldson Class, we’re helping children learn about the world around them by exploring how different people celebrate special occasions. This half term, your child will be:
· Learning about festivals like Diwali and Christmas, using stories, crafts, and food to help them understand the meaning behind these celebrations.
· Visiting a local Christian church and making their own Christingles, giving them a chance to learn about traditions in their community in a hands-on and memorable way.
· Taking part in acts of kindness, such as making and sharing food, gifts, and cards. These activities help children think about others and understand how small, thoughtful actions can make a big difference.
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