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January 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

Happy New Year!  This half term, Early Years will be competing against the rest of the school to prepare the most popular dish inspired by their class country. Every class has a country and Reception’s is Australia.

Our topic this half term will focus on the geography of Australia and looking at some key landmarks including the Great Barrier Reef, Sydney Opera hose and Airs Rock. We will compare Australia with our local area and landmarks in the United Kingdom looking at similarities and differences. Our topic begins with the text ‘The Queen’s hat’ by Steve Antony.

Home Learning
We’ll continue to send home weekly reading books. Green word cards (phonetically decodable) and letter formation practice sheets will continue to come home as the children encounter them in their new sounds and words in their phonics groups. These resources help reinforce the phonics learning we do in class and support your child’s reading development. 

Please try to read with your child every day — even just a few minutes makes a big difference. As a school incentive to reading certificates will be awarded in celebration assemble on Friday for the number of times the children have read at home and to monitor this the children or adults will need to record this in their reading record: 50 entries – bronze reading award, 100 entries – silver reading award, 150 entries – gold reading award. Reading records will need to be in the children’s book bags every day for adults in school to count reads on a Friday and to record one to one reading.

Handwriting and letter formation
The children have now covered all of the set 1 sounds in their phonics group. So, this term we will begin to develop our letter formation with ‘lead-ins’ at the start of each lower-case letter. We will continue to do Write Dance daily, to develop our fine motor skills and improve our finger strength and pincer grip for holding our writing tools. We will also launch our Message Centre this half-term which promotes meaningful mark making and early writing development.

You can support your child with this at home by helping them practise their letter formation using the phonics letter tracing sheets we will continue to send home. We will also be writing our name daily as part of our self-registration in the morning and afternoon. We will send home a laminated name card with lead-ins for the children practise this at home

Tapestry - Wow moments
We love sharing your child’s special achievements through their digital Learning Journal on Tapestry. These WOW moments capture the exciting progress your child is making at school — from learning something new to showing kindness or creativity
You can view, like, and comment on these moments, and we encourage you to join in! Your feedback helps build a strong partnership between home and school, and your child will love knowing you’ve seen and celebrated their success.
We’d also love to see WOW moments from home — whether it’s a new skill, a proud moment, or something that made you smile. Just upload it to Tapestry and title it “WOW Moment” so we can share it with the class. The children are also encouraged to bring in medals, trophies or certificates that they have achieved from external clubs to share in the celebration assembly on Friday. 


Outside Classroom
As the weather remains cold and wet, we’ll still be spending lots of time outside — whatever the forecast! Outdoor play is a big part of our learning, and the children love exploring in all seasons.
If your child has spare wellies at home, please feel free to send them in. However, there’s no need to buy new ones — we have plenty of spares available in class. Please make sure your child comes to school with a warm coat, scarf, and gloves, all clearly labelled. Just a reminder: we do lots of messy, hands-on activities, so it’s best not to send your child in their best or most expensive clothing. Even with aprons on, things can get a little mucky — and that’s all part of the fun!
Thank you for helping us keep the children warm, dry, and ready to learn outdoors.

Finally, if you are interested in coming into school for a few hours a week as volunteer to hear children read or to support with an adult led activity, then speak to the office about a DBS check.


Kind Regards,

Miss Crystal Smith, Mrs Clare Doran, Mrs Yunteva and Mr Amoza
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