Dear Parents/Carers,
A warm welcome back to the Spring term! We hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year, and the children are rested and ready to come back to school. They had a good first term and now are familiar with routines and expectations.
Our Topic: What did the Romans ever do for us?

This half term, Year 4 will be learning all about Italy! Every class has a country and Year 4’s class country is Italy.
We will focus on the geography of Italy and modern-day Italy going all the way back to Ancient Rome and how the Romans have impacted upon so much of our lives today with their incredible inventions. As well as History and Geography, one of our main subject drivers will be Design and Technology. The children will research designs and inventions from Italy that have helped shape the world. They will then design and create their own product to help solve a problem. The focus will very much be on the children being allowed to be creative, inventive and to problem solve. 

Dates for the Diary

· Monday 5th January – Back to school 
· Friday 23rd January – Careers Day (more information will be sent out – please do contact me if you are willing to support and share your career with the children)
· Tuesday 3rd February – Year 4 trip to Fishbourne Roman Palace (more details to follow)
· Tuesday 10th February – Safer Internet Day
· Thursday 12th February – RESTAURANT WARS! (more details to follow)
· Friday 13th February – Last day of half-term. 
· Monday 23rd February - First day of spring 2


Reminder: Full P.E. kit needs to be in school every Monday or children can keep them in school and take them home at half term to be washed (swim kits on Wednesdays) PE kit should be: house colour t shirts and hoodies, plain shorts as per uniform list and trainers. Please ensure that children’s P.E. footwear is suitable for outdoors. If your child has laces, please ensure they know how to tie and untie them! A reminder that longer hair should be tied up on P.E. days (this is a good idea, anyway, bearing in mind headlice) plus any earrings taken out or tape provided.
Please ensure that all clothing is clearly labelled, and this includes P.E. kit, bags and water bottles. We still find lost jumpers with no name in, and this makes it impossible to ensure it gets back to the right child. 

Your support with this is appreciated. Having to sort out children who do not have their kits is time consuming and unfair on the child. 

Reading at Home

If your child is to achieve expected standards in reading at the end of Year 4, it is vital that they practise their reading daily; please find 5 or 10 minutes each day to listen to your child read. It is so important! Reading certificates will be awarded in celebration assemblies for the number of times the children have read and to monitor this an adult will need to record this in their child’s reading record, numbering each entry: 50 entries – bronze reading award, 100 entries – silver reading award, 150 entries – gold reading award. Reading records will need to be in the children’s bags every day. Teachers have separate folders to record reading and therefore there may not be any recording in the reading records from school – these are to record home reading and to celebrate reading awards. If you can volunteer any time to hear readers, please do get in touch.
Congratulations to the children who have already received their awards and well done and thank you to those parents for the support you are giving to your child.

Handwriting
We are still focusing on this and have regular sessions in class. 
Don’t forget that you also have free access to our handwriting website: https://www.letterjoin.co.uk. The username is ak3814 and the password is home (swipe capital ‘L’ on tablets). 

Homework

· Spellings – children should practise their spellings every night using the look, say, cover, write and check technique. Children are given these sheets every Tuesday so please check their bags. If they don’t have one, please ask.  Books should be back in school by the following Tuesday, thank you to those parents who ensure this happens.
· Mental Magicians (including times tables) – please log on to Times Tables Rockstars regularly at home and practice times tables. Any other methods to help your child are to be encouraged. This is our main basic skills focus in Year 4 – the children will all have to complete the Multiplication Tables Test in early June whereby they are randomly tested on all times tables up to 12 and have 6 seconds to type in their answers. Hit the Button is also a favourite with the class so they can use this to practise too and we use timestables.co.uk regularly as it mimics the MTC.
· Maths – Children will continue to have a task set every Tuesday on MyMaths. This should be done by the following Tuesday. Please let us know of any issues as there are an increasing number of children not completing this. 


Please do remember to get in touch if there are any issues or queries. Often email is the quickest way. An email to the office can be forwarded straight onto us or you can email me directly at cwoods18@lyminster.w-sussex.sch.uk . I will do my best to respond to any emails as soon as is possible. Thank you for all your support – it is much appreciated.

Kind Regards, 

The Year 4 Team 




