Maths

This half term the focus in Mathematics will be a short continuation from before the half term break of multiplication and division and then Fractions. From fractions we make the logical leap to decimals. You can help your child with this area by referring to fractions in everyday life at home e.g. ‘Okay, can you help me cut this cake into quarters please?’ ‘We have 6 people for dinner so how many slices of the pie do we need? We need six so that’s six- sixths.’ From decimals we make another logical leap to money. If you can get your child using actual money – so they know about decimals in real life- e.g. half of £1 is 50p as it is 0.50 it may help in this topic. Finally, we finish the term with some work on area. Practising measuring skills can help with understanding this area of maths.
Science  

· Our topic this half term will be States of Matter.
· We will study solids, liquids and gases
· We will be planning and carrying out tests linked to the above
You can help by discussing anything around you and what ‘state’ it is- is it solid? How do you know? Liquid? How do you know? Can we see all gases? Can we see any gases?



Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and     Religious Education (RE)

PSHE – In PSHCE this half term, we will be using the Jigsaw scheme to explore what it means to be ‘Healthy Me.’ This will incorporate healthy friendships and group dynamics. The focus will then look at keeping themselves and other safe and the physical effects of smoking and alcohol on the body.
RE - During our RE lessons the children will be looking at Hinduism in greater depth. You can help by discussing the fact that lots of people have differing beliefs and that it is our choice of what we choose to believe and that knowing about them helps us make these choices.



P.E.

In PE we will continue to have one indoor session a week every Monday. We will be continuing with another dance unit. They worked so well on our last unit which was all linked to a traditional Italian dance. They will build upon these skills further.
As usual our second PE slot will continue to be on a Wednesday where will be going swimming. The progress made so far has been excellent and we are working hard to refine and develop our techniques and skills.

Computing


The children will be working on a module all about web design. Our run up to Easter will be the end goal of producing a web page on our history topic of the Romans. 
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C.S. Lewis: Author Study
French and Music

In music, the children will be comparing Rockabilly to 60s music. 

In French, Year 4 will continue to learn how to hold short conversations with each other whilst also learning some familiar songs.
Art

In art Year 4 will be using their sketchbooks to practice their drawing and painting skills. We will look at artwork from a range of artists and will be comparing the use of perspective to create a 3D affect in art and images that only use 2D. The children will be creating their own piece that uses perspective. We will choose which type of media they wish to use. Your child may wish to have a go at home and practise what we have done in class.



English

Our writing journeys will be inspired by the writing of our class author, C.S Lewis. Year 4 will be reading an abridged version of ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and will be writing their own ‘porthole’ story. This will also incorporate creating settings, characters and plot.

We will also be busy writing their own school reports of their time in Year 4 so far. We hope you will enjoy reading these when the time comes to receive them. To help with this, start to talk to your child about things they have done in Year 4 so far, things they think they have improved in and future targets they would like to work on for the rest of this year. Also, what are their achievements outside of school?




History

In History we will be delving into The Roman Empire and what this meant for Britain. The children will develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of the rule of the Romans, and why they were so successful. They will look at the success of Roman armies and research specific battles and invasions. The children will compare what was happening in the Roman Empire to the historical events that were occurring at the same time, around the world, and will look at their cultural and scientific impact upon their empire, and particularly Britain.


