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March 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,
And here we suddenly are…in the final term of Year 4! Below is some information about the coming half term, and a few other important pieces of useful information plus some additional reminders.

Our main topic – Victorians – Vile or Victorious?

Our new topic includes many new exciting lessons which we hope will help the children to become immersed in the life of this important period of history which created great change. Because it is important that the children relate their own lives to that of people in other periods of history and access it on their level, we will study how children lived during Victorian times. We will learn about the lives of the richer and poorer children, allowing them to make comparisons with the lives of children today. Much of their writing will stem from this topic. It will involve research and discussion. Our Design Technology unit will tie into this history topic. We will study inventions- both silly ones and ones that were so important, they have changed the way we live. The children will then be able to create their own inventions that might solve a problem or have a purpose.

Key dates for the half-term:
· Monday 13th April – Term starts
· Monday 4th May Bank Holiday – school closed
· Thursday 7th May - Victorian day. Children are invited to dress up- see separate letter.
· Wednesday 20th May - Parent Consultation evening 
· Thursday 21st May – Parent Consultation evening 
· Thursday 21st May Class photos
· June 2026 – STEM Month – more information will follow
· Monday 1st June Start of Summer 2 half term
· Friday 22nd May- Term ends

Things to Remember
· Full P.E. kit needs to be back in school on the first day of term please as we have P.E that day. We do not have sufficient spare kit and they cannot do outdoor athletics in uniform. It is better if they have trainers as we will be outdoors and they are much better protection for their feet at this age.
· Swimming- this will continue on Wednesday afternoons. Thank you for your support with the full kits coming in every week and earrings being taken out.
· Register closes at 8.55am sharp. We have a few regular late comers – this disrupts the class and means your child misses out on valuable learning time. Even if they are 5 to 10 minutes late, this amounts to a large amount of lost learning over a sustained period. Please do speak to us if you need support with this- we are here to work in partnership with you for the best of your child.

Attendance:

It is vital that you child is in school every day. Attendance is important as the children are learning and practicing new skills every day and it can be difficult for them to catch up on missed lessons. If you are unsure whether to send your child into school, then please speak to the class team or the office and we can advise you. There is also now an attendance competition that we are sure each house will be keen to win!

Reading at Home
Reading is a vital part of the children’s education and it is expected that they read ideally every day, whether that is to an adult or by themselves. Reading certificates will be awarded in celebration assemblies for the number of times the children have read and to monitor this the children or adults will need to record this in their reading record, numbering each entry- 1 per day.

Our reading comprehension focus this half term is comprehension and thinking about the author’s choice of words. As you read, it is good to discuss the plot and characters with your child plus any new or unusual words the author may have chosen. E.g. ‘She screwed her face up’ Discussion point: Why did the author use the word ‘screwed’ and what does that tell us about how the character was feeling?

Homework
· Spellings – children should practise their spellings every day using the look, say, cover, write, check technique. If children know the words then they are expected to complete the extension task. 
· My Maths – There will be a set task every week on this platform. It is always linked to work in class. They have all week to do it and it is now set for 2 weeks to allow children to ‘catch up’. There are many children not doing this homework so please try to support with this. 

Finally, thank you for all of your support. Please don’t hesitate to contact us through the office or on cwoods18@lyminster.w-sussex.sch.uk and I will do my very best to reply and action as soon as I can. You may, of course, continue to catch one of SLT at the gate or one of us at the classroom door in the mornings if you need to.

Kind Regards, 

The Year 4 Team
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