May 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to the final half term of Year 3! Below is some information about the upcoming half term, and a few other important pieces of useful information.

Our Topic: Rainforest Rangers
To end the year, the children will be studying the rainforests around the world; looking at the animals that live in rainforest specific habitats and exploring where these biomes are positioned around the world. This will be leading up to our Marwell trip on ……………... The children will be having a tour of the Tropical House, and they will also have plenty of time to enjoy the zoo and the animals, learning about the range of habitats and the locations around the world that the animals would live in the wild. 

Alongside Geography, the children will be learning about all living things in science and writing their own reports about an animal of their choice. Please see the topic web to read about other ways that the topic is linked to our learning.

Dates for the diary:

· JUNE IS STEM MONTH
· Monday 1st – Return to school after half term
· Friday 12th June - Talent Show (if your child is a finalist, you will be informed) 
· Wednesday 24th June - Big Day Out – more details to follow 
· Thursday 25th June - Big Day In – more details to follow 
· Friday 26th June – Monday 29th June – Lyminster Weekend, school closed. 
· Wednesday 1st July – Transition Day, further details to follow. 
· Tuesday 7th July – Sports Day, further details to follow. 
· Wednesday 8th July 3.30pm and 4pm new year group talks 
· Friday 10th July – Assessment letters to parents 
· Friday 17th July – The Great Lyminster Water Fight, please provide a super soaker/something similar and full set of spare clothes if your child wishes to take part. 
· Wednesday 22nd July – LAST DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 


Reading at Home
Reading is a vital part of children’s education. Children should be aiming to read for 5 to ten minutes each night and recording this in their Reading Record Books.  It would be great to see as many children as possible achieve their next reading award to end Year 3. 
Reading certificates will be awarded in celebration assemblies for the number of times the children have read and to monitor this the children or adults will need to record this in their reading record, numbering each entry: 50 entries – bronze reading award, 100 entries – silver reading award, 200 entries – gold reading award. Reading records will need to be in the children’s book bags every day for adults in school to record one to one reading, however, they must be handed in every Friday for checking. 
Our reading comprehension focus this half term is retrieving information directly from the text and it would be brilliant if you could support your children with this skill at home. When listening to your child reading, please encourage them to use the correct expression and tone for the text. 

Homework: 
Spelling homework will continue to be given out every Wednesday. This will consist of a list of words we have been looking at in daily Spelling lessons for that week. The sheet encourages children to look, say, cover write and check. There is also a challenge set which encourages children to embed their learning further. 

MyMaths homework is also set every Wednesday. This will usually link to the maths topic we have covered in class over the week or be linked to the four operations. 

Although not a formal homework, children still have access to Times Table RockStars and this is a great way for them to practise the recall of multiplication facts. Even if your child is confident with recall of facts they can use this website to improve the speed or accuracy, in readiness for the Multiplication Test Check test in Year 4. 

Handwriting and presentation is extremely important in Year 3 and children are reminded of that. With this in mind, please remember you and your child have free access to our handwriting website if you feel it may benefit your child: https://www.letterjoin.co.uk. The username is ak3814 and the password is home. 

Things to remember: 
· PE is on Monday and Thursday. Your child should have their full Lyminster PE kit in school for the whole half term. Children with long hair need this tied back and earrings either removed before school or tape provided by home. 
· A reminder that we are now a paperless school wherein letters are emailed; thus it is vital you check your emails on a regular basis.  For those who have not provided an email address, we will provide paper copies. 
· Please ensure your child’s jumpers are named, now the weather is hotter they are removing them at play, and they are easily lost if not clearly labelled.
· It is essential they have their own, labelled, water bottle in school every day. Their classroom bottle must be water, as per our school policy. 

And finally, please remember that your role in your child’s education is crucial. If you would like more information or would like to become more involved in school (e.g. as a reader or as a helper on a school trip), or if you have any artefacts or resources to offer the school, it is always greatly appreciated.    

Kind regards, 

Mrs Gordon, Mrs Yarrow and the Year 3 Team
Year 3 Class Teacher
