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May 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,

We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the best education and support we can. Well-balanced school food has clear health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy habits for life, as well as helping to improve pupils’ readiness to learn.   

Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for free school meals.  These include:  Income Support, Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income-related Employment and Support Allowance, Working Tax Credit run-on, Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190

Changes from September 2026:
From the start of the 2026/27 school year there will be new eligibility criteria: school children from households in receipt of all levels of Universal Credit will be entitled to receive a free meal.  

School children from families with income below a certain level will also continue to attract Pupil Premium funding for the school. Children from families with income above that threshold will not.  Pupil Premium provides £1,515 per child for the school to fund valuable support in line with the school’s Pupil Premium planning.  If you consider that you are eligible, please do register on the below link to check this eligibility.  It only takes a few minutes and could help secure vital funding for the school.

PLEASE NOTE: This is separate from the Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme.  All children automatically get a school meal in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2, but the school does not receive the additional funding.  

Whichever year group your child is in, please still apply if you consider that you are eligible. Even if you have other children in school who are receiving this benefit, each child must be registered separately in order for the school to receive the funding.  

In order to claim Pupil Premium Funding / Free School Meal entitlement, please visit https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/pp-hamwic

If you require any support with your application please do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Yours Faithfully
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Mr Leddin, Operations Manager
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