Q: Why is the school fencing the detached playing field?
The land forms part of Madeley School’s educational estate. Under safeguarding, insurance, and site security requirements, all education-use land must have a secure and continuous boundary.
Q: Why now, after years of informal community use?
Recent advice from Staffordshire County Council and the Shaw Education Trust requires the school to bring the site into compliance with its lease and statutory obligations.
Q: Is this related to the Village Green application?
The fencing requirement existed independently of the application, but securing the site ensures the land complies with educational estate responsibilities.
Q: Does this mean the school wants to stop community access permanently?
The change is a result of legal and safeguarding requirements, not local sentiment. The school values the community’s long-standing use but must follow national regulations.
Q: What about the new sports facility?
Securing all education-use land is a necessary step for releasing S106 funding, enabling the development of a new community sports facility and potential new classrooms on the adjacent newly acquired land.
Q: Can residents appeal the fencing?
Residents are welcome to contact the school with questions, but the fencing is a statutory requirement linked to safeguarding and lease conditions.
Q: Who maintains the field?
The school has maintained it at its own cost for many years, even though it has not been used for curriculum activities.

