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At Manchester Road Primary Academy, our Early Years Team is committed to 
providing a nurturing, inclusive, and inspiring environment where every child 
feels safe, valued, and ready to learn. We believe that all children deserve a 

well-rounded Early Years experience that supports their individual development 
and builds strong foundations for lifelong learning.

Guided by the school’s 3Ps – Pride, Positivity, and Politeness, we encourage 
children to develop confidence in themselves, respect for others, and a positive 
attitude towards learning. Through meaningful play, purposeful teaching, and 
caring relationships, we create opportunities for children to explore, discover, 

and develop at their own pace.
Our curriculum is carefully planned using the DfE Development Matters 

framework, ensuring children are supported to make progress towards the 
Early Learning Goals. We offer a rich range of experiences that nurture 

curiosity, independence, and resilience, enabling every child to grow, thrive, 
and reach their full potential.

Working in partnership with families, we strive to give children the best 
possible start to their learning journey at Manchester Road Primary Academy.



Welcome from the Principal

Miss Joanne Taylor
Executive Head

Miss Victoria Leah
Head of School

Welcome to Manchester Road Primary Academy. We are delighted that 
you and your child are joining our Early Years family, and we look 
forward to beginning this exciting journey together.
Starting school is a very special milestone, filled with new experiences, 
friendships, and opportunities to grow. Our Early Years team is 
committed to providing a warm, nurturing, and inspiring environment 
where every child feels safe, valued, and eager to learn. Through play, 
exploration, and high-quality teaching, we aim to spark curiosity, build 
confidence, and help each child develop a love of learning that lasts.
We are here to support the children throughout their Early Years journey, 
ensuring they are happy, confident, and fully prepared to move up to Key 
Stage 1. Their wellbeing and progress are at the heart of everything we 
do.
We believe that strong partnerships with families are essential for a 
successful start to school. We are here to support not only your child, but 
you as parents and carers too. Your insights, questions, and involvement 
are always welcomed, and we look forward to working closely with you 
throughout the year.
Thank you for choosing Manchester Road Primary Academy. We are 
thrilled to have you with us and cannot wait to get to know your child 
and celebrate every step of their Early Years journey.



Meet the Early Years Team

Mrs Rebecca Preece
Clover Bees 

Class Teacher 

Kayleigh Sheridan
Honey Bees

Class Teacher 

Mrs Danni Hadfield
Bumble Bees
Class Teacher

Miss Susan Wall
Teaching Assistant 

Miss Lorna Cooper
Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Samantha Wagstaff
Teaching Assistant

Mrs Kelsey Fenton
Teaching Assistant 



The Early Years Department
All children develop at their own pace and have individual learning and developmental 

needs. To support this, children at Manchester Road are part of one inclusive and holistic 
Early Years Department. Children from both Nursery and Reception are thoughtfully 

grouped into the class groups outlined below.

Key Worker Groups
Each child will also be allocated a key worker. Key worker groups are decided following home or 
setting visits and our Stay and Play sessions. Groupings consider a range of factors, including each 
child’s developmental starting point, their age, and who they feel most comfortable with during their 
visits.
We provide many opportunities for children to spend time working closely with their key worker, 
including regular check-ins. The key worker plays a vital role in supporting your child’s learning, 
wellbeing, and daily care, ensuring they feel safe, supported, and ready to learn.

Clover Bees Honey Bees Bumble Bees



Our School Day
The school day begins at 8:40am, with registers closing promptly at 8:55am.

Morning Nursery sessions run until 11:45am.

For families who are eligible, we offer a 30-hour provision which runs from 
8:40am to 3:15pm each day.

Paid top-up sessions may also be available and must be booked and paid for in 
advance, subject to availability.

Please note that children will attend either a 15-hour or a 30-hour provision 
consistently each week. Unfortunately, we are unable to offer a combination of 

15- and 30-hour sessions.

At present, we are unable to offer wraparound care for our nursery children. 
This is due to the legal requirement for staff with specific training and 

qualifications to ensure children are fully safeguarded and supported within 
the school setting. We are currently exploring ways this provision could be 

developed in the future and will keep families informed of any updates.



Funding
All children aged 3 and 4 are entitled to 15 hours of free Nursery provision each 

week.

Some working families may also be eligible for 30 hours of funded childcare, 
which we are pleased to offer at Manchester Road Primary Academy.

Families will need to check their eligibility and have a valid code in place 
before starting a 30-hour funded place. 

Please note that 30-hour places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis 
due to staffing requirements and statutory ratios.

To check your eligibility, please visit www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.



Applying for your child’s place

You can apply for your 
child’s place at Manchester 

Road Primary Academy 
using this link Nursery 

Application Form.

Alternatively, you can scan 
the QR code to apply. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fDIWpBZLrUSzz1EJUVI-whH0rI5by6VAn1vYb_RvnatUN0VaV0o1Ulk1OUI0R0dFS0YxS1gyQkVYOC4u&route=shorturl


Learning Through Play
Play is often viewed as a simple pastime for children, but its significance in early childhood education is profound. Play-

based learning fosters essential cognitive, social, and emotional development in young learners. 

Play-based learning is an educational approach that uses play as the primary mode of learning. Children engage in 
structured and unstructured play to explore concepts, solve problems, and develop skills. This method is rooted in the 

understanding that children learn best when they are actively involved and having fun.

Our highly skilled team provide a learning environment that 
enables children to explore, create, experiment and play! Our 

resources, equipment and activities are all set up in a way that 
meets the developmental needs of each child. Our staff will 

regularly play with the children because it is our skilled 
questioning and support that helps them to progress. Throughout 
each day the children will play independently, in groups, with an 

adult, at a table, on the floor, writing in a book, writing in the 
mud! We encourage all of our parents to play with their children 
at home too. You will be amazed at what children are capable of 

when we meet them at their level.





Development Matters
3 & 4 years old 

Prime areas  



Development Matters 3 & 4 years old 
Specific areas



Indoor Environment



Outdoor Environment



Our Classroom



School Uniform 

All children in the Busy Bees Early Years 
Department are required to wear a 
uniform. 
• a white shirt with collar (polo shirt is 

acceptable)
• school tie
• grey trousers/skirt 
• Navy blue cardigan/fleece or jumper
• Blue summer dress
• Grey or white socks
• Black shoes. 



When Will My Child Start? 

At Manchester Road, we offer places for 3 and 4 year old's in 
Nursery. We currently offer one Nursery intake each year, 
starting in September. This allows children time to settle, 
build secure relationships, and fully benefit from their 
learning journey with us throughout the year.



What can I do to prepare? 
The Department for Education (DfE) has identified key areas that support children in 

becoming school ready. own pace. These are helpful goals to work towards, not 
expectations children must meet before starting.

Speaking and Listening
It will help your child if they are able to:
•Use words, gestures, or objects to help explain 
what they need to an adult
•Listen to and follow simple instructions
•Sit and listen for short periods, such as during 
a story
•Tell an adult when they are hungry, tired, or 
need the toilet

Interacting with Others
It will help your child if they are beginning 
to:
•Choose toys they would like to play with 
and make up simple games or activities
•Watch other children play and join in
•Feel comfortable spending time away from 
parents or carers and communicate with 
other adults and children.

Independence Skills
It will help your child if they are beginning to:

•Put on their coat, fasten it, take it off, and hang it up
•Wash and dry their hands independently

•Use the toilet by themselves
•Use a knife and fork to feed themselves

•Drink from a cup



Communication 

At Manchester Road, we value working in close partnership with families 
and take great pleasure in sharing your child’s experiences at school. We 
use an online learning journal to keep you informed about your child’s 
learning, development and daily activities, and we hope you enjoy 
following their progress throughout the year.

The free My Child At School (MCAS) app is our main platform for sharing 
important school information, including attendance, payments, trips, 
school meals and reports.


