
  
                               Mary Howard Primary School 

 
Autumn Term 1, Friday 2nd October 2026 

It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs   
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.   

Parable of the Mustard Seed- Matthew 13:31-32  

Message from Miss Mills 
                                                                                         

Dear Mary Howard families, 

What a lovely week at Mary Howard.  The buzz of learning was evident the moment you walked through the door: classrooms full of curiosity, 
purposeful talk and children clearly enjoying their lessons. 

Our musicians in Willow and Oak have made noticeable strides on the ukulele this week - their tunes are becoming more confident and I have 
loved seeing them practise together.  Maple and Willow had a wonderful history workshop about toys from the past; the visitor brought the topic 
alive and helped children understand how childhood has changed over time.  These immersive experiences are exactly the sort of learning that 

stays with children. 

Finally, thank you again for supporting today’s Rock Up and Read.  Sharing a good book with your child is one of the simplest and most powerful 
ways to foster a lifelong love of reading. 

Next week you can join us in church where the children will lead the Harvest worship as we give thanks.  Thank you for the donations already sent 
in for Tamworth Food Bank - you still have time to donate and we hope to see lots of you in church. 

“Though the smallest of seeds, with care and the right soil, something wonderful can grow.” — Matthew 13:31–32 

Wishing you a restful weekend, 

Rachel Mills​
Executive Head, The Mease (St Andrew’s & Mary Howard) 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s coming up this week… Dates to note… 

 

 

Monday 5th October 

●​ NSPCC kindness challenge week 

 

Tuesday 6th October 

●​ PE Kits - all classes 

●​ Guitar lessons with Entrust - please bring in guitars 

 

Wednesday 7th October 

●​ Swimming lessons for Year 4, 5 & 6  at Belgrave 

●​ Oak class and Year 4 - PE Kits 

 

Thursday 8th October 

●​ Harvest Worship in church @9.15am.  Parents welcome 

to attend 
●​ Music with Ed - bring in instruments 

●​ Piano lessons with Entrust - please bring in books 

 

 

Friday 9th October 

●​ Maple and Year 2 - PE Kits  

●​ Ukulele Y4, 5 & 6 

●​ World Mental Health Day 

 

 

October 

 

●​ Wed 14th Oct - Parents Evening from 3pm - appointments will be going 

live next week, all appointments to be booked on Arbor 

●​ Thurs 15th Oct - Parent forum meeting @2.45pm 

●​ Fri 16th Oct - The library bus is here! 

●​ Fri 23rd Oct - Let Your Shine Celebration @9am 

●​ Fri 23rd Oct - Wear pink for breast cancer 

 

  Half Term - 26th-30th October 

      November 

●​ Fri 6th November - Academy Photography this date has changed from 

September due to swimming. There will be no Rock up & Read on this date. All 

children must wear full uniform - no PE kit. 

Sue Keeley and some other members of our local community are working together to create a village 
display for Remembrance Day.  They need helpers to knit or crochet poppies for the display!  If you can 
help in any way please see Sue or drop your completed items into the school office.  Thank you!  

Please access the Schools’ website for key events - Mary Howard 

 Upcoming Events | Mary Howard CE Primary School 

 

Click here for Current Vacancies  

Job Vacancies | The Staffordshire Schools Multi Academy Trust 

 

https://tssmat.staffs.sch.uk/job-vacancies


 

Dinners for Week Commencing 5th October 2026 - Week 3 
 

Meal prices will increase to £3.05 in the new academic year​
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Government guidelines on attendance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Reception​ 100% 
Full attendance (100%) should be the standard expected. ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 1​ 100% 
Attendance of 97% or above is very good, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 2​ 93.8% 
97-95% is good, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 4​ 97.5% 
95-90% is poor ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 5​ 100% 
Below 90% is a serious cause for concern.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 6​ 100% 

 
Well done to Reception, Year 1, & 5 & 6 for 100%  
attendance this week 👍 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Weeks Attendance @ Mary Howard 



 
 

Mary Howard Stay & Play for new Reception 2027 - please share 

 



 
 

Reminders & Notices  
 

At our school, we are always looking for ways to keep our festive celebrations fresh, exciting, and memorable for the children. 

Starting this academic year, we will be alternating our major Christmas celebrations on a two-year cycle with this year a festive in school pantomime and next year a 
whole school Christmas trip. 

 

We know our Christmas trip to Statfold has become a much-loved tradition, so we hope the children won’t be too disappointed that there won’t be a trip this year. 

 

By switching between a special trip one year and a brilliant live pantomime experience in school the next, we can keep the magic alive with something different to look 
forward to each December. 

This updated schedule also allows our wonderful PTA to spread their support across a wider variety of fantastic new projects and resources for the children throughout 
the whole school year, while helping us keep overall festive costs manageable for all our school families. 

Thank you for your understanding, and we’re looking forward to a lovely Christmas season together! 

 

Arbor payments 

Would you please check your Arbor Parental Portal for any outstanding payments.   

Please can ALL payments be cleared. 

We would like to keep all accounts in credit or cleared of any debt.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding Term Dates 2026/2027 

 
 

PLEASE CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW 
 
SAFEGUARDING ALERT: Viral Trend Risks Causing Severe Burns 
to Children - Ineqe Safeguarding Group  

 

 

Autumn Term 2026​
​
Holiday: Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October  ​
Inset day: Monday 2 November                 ​
Term Ends: Friday 18 December ​
Holiday: Monday 21 December – Friday 1 January       

Spring Term 2027​
Inset day: Monday 4 January​
Term starts: Tuesday 5th January​
Holiday: Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February                ​
Term Ends: Thursday 25 March      ​
Holiday: Monday 29 March – Friday 9 April​
Easter Sunday: Sunday 28 March   ​
​
Summer Term 2027​
Term Starts: Monday 12 April​
May Day: Monday 3 May​
Holiday: Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June ​
Inset Day:  Monday 7th June  ​
Term Ends: Wednesday 21 July                   ​
Holiday: Thursday 22nd July – Friday 3 September  

 

https://ineqe.com/2026/05/07/safeguarding-alert-viral-trend-causing-burns/
https://ineqe.com/2026/05/07/safeguarding-alert-viral-trend-causing-burns/
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