
  
                               Mary Howard Primary School 

 
Autumn Term 1, Friday 16th October 2026 

It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs   
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.   

Parable of the Mustard Seed- Matthew 13:31-32  

Message from Miss Mills 
                                                                                         

Dear Mary Howard families, 

As we race through our first half-term, it’s hard to believe that next week is our last before the half term break. 

We have enjoyed successful parents’ evenings this week.  Thank you for your support, and I hope you found your meeting useful.  We are proud of the progress 
our wonderful children have already made.  A heartfelt thank you to our staff for their hard work and commitment to helping every child grow and flourish. 

This week, Oak class also visited Tamworth Foodbank to deliver the donations collected by our school community.  The children were shown around the 
community room and learned about the food and other resources available to support local people.  It was a fantastic opportunity to see how our actions can 
make a difference and to live out our school vision as thoughtful, caring members of our community and advocates for change . Thank you to everyone who 

contributed so generously. 

Next week promises to be a busy and exciting one, with our final swimming lessons, the Mary Howard Bake Off and our Wear Pink day in support of Breast 
Cancer Awareness.  Thank you in advance for supporting these activities and for being such an important part of our school community. 

*Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” — Galatians 6:9 

With warm wishes, 

With my thanks and best wishes, 

Rachel Mills​
Executive Head, The Mease (St Andrew’s & Mary Howard) 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

What’s coming up this week… Dates to note… 

 

Monday 19th October 

 

 

Tuesday 20th October 

●​ PE Kits - all classes 

●​ Guitar lessons with Entrust - please bring in guitars 

 

Wednesday 21st October 

●​ Last Swimming lesson for Year 4, 5 & 6  at Belgrave 

●​ Oak class and Year 4 - PE Kits 

 

Thursday 22nd October 

●​ Music with Ed - bring in instruments 

●​ Piano lessons with Entrust - please bring in books 

●​ FOMH The Great British Bake Off, all welcome. Cafe 

3.15-4pm 

 

Friday 23rd October 

●​ Maple and Year 2 - PE Kits  

●​ Ukulele Y4, 5 & 6 

●​ Let Your Shine Celebration @9am 

●​ Wear pink for breast cancer - 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mease-wear-it-p
ink-for-breast-cancer 

 

  Half Term - 26th-30th October 

      November 

      Mon 2nd November - Inset Day  

●​ Thu 5th Nov - Parents Forum - 2.45pm. 

●​ Fri 6th Nov - Academy Photography.  There will be no Rock up & Read on this 

date. All children must wear full uniform - no PE kit. 

●​ Wed 11th Nov - Pre-school stay & play session 9.30-10.30 am please get 

the word out to anyone you know who may like to join us! 

●​ Wed 11th Nov - Netball Tournament @ RC - info to follow. 

●​ Wed 11th Nov - Oak class joining Remembracne service @ church. 

●​ Fri 13th Nov - The Library bus is here! 

●​ Mon 16th Nov -  Odd Socks Day. 

●​ 16th-20th Nov - Anti-bullying week - "Break the silence". 

●​ Wed 18th Nov -Pre-school stay & play session 9.30-10.30 am please get 

the word out to anyone you know who may like to join us! 

●​ Thurs 19th Nov - Flu Vaccinations all years. 

●​ Fri 20th Nov - Children in need - non uniform spotty clothes. 

●​ Wed 25th Nov - Pre-school stay & play session 9.30-10.30 am please get 

the word out to anyone you know who may like to join us! 

●​ Fri 27th Nov - Non-uniform day for raffle prizes.  

●​ Fri 27th Nov - The Library bus is here! 

 

Please access the Schools’ website for key events - Mary Howard 

 Upcoming Events | Mary Howard CE Primary School 

 

Click here for Current Vacancies  

Job Vacancies | The Staffordshire Schools Multi Academy Trust 

https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/F4UyXa1ZnnPfzCrx2G4Dhg~~/AAME8RA~/1cBrPVm-aicY8Rw3b11VDoF0-qeN7qdAmy_gy_djsOtgLFFNx6tIDiBMK-dgIVpSqJey5lj5wZXT92vBQa5PeBDLQ3OC1Lq3EYAMNETeDyhhZM4o4rJ5Az8t0Boj8OadcPwTx-spv0w5a5AVWilAZCx8sutGz4DLW8VirL2IhUdEXkAli43zDwcog0j29xqsRHsgJV6iFxkFGlSCZNTkGXmrwr8DELVwaW535GT1tn08jOzb7V1Sf6vQ2YJBVKhwi8eRt-lAkNK2zrQBuhdGpg-656cWZ35If57O6oS04rnDFK5H6q4jfOckaIiYcYeTIdep8AuKPcMZBfcC2mTKHlfMPplI2OpIlxlHb2rwocTZLSjdZwNphHGN-mau-weuZTY52bq_0oxUcQdhV3LsxT9qFXJDFvRmDa5k4UWCk3ZDHwus0yHKtz6t8c5MDFTYIAPRyqPXCpkw-3vQQ9IAZg~~
https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/F4UyXa1ZnnPfzCrx2G4Dhg~~/AAME8RA~/1cBrPVm-aicY8Rw3b11VDoF0-qeN7qdAmy_gy_djsOtgLFFNx6tIDiBMK-dgIVpSqJey5lj5wZXT92vBQa5PeBDLQ3OC1Lq3EYAMNETeDyhhZM4o4rJ5Az8t0Boj8OadcPwTx-spv0w5a5AVWilAZCx8sutGz4DLW8VirL2IhUdEXkAli43zDwcog0j29xqsRHsgJV6iFxkFGlSCZNTkGXmrwr8DELVwaW535GT1tn08jOzb7V1Sf6vQ2YJBVKhwi8eRt-lAkNK2zrQBuhdGpg-656cWZ35If57O6oS04rnDFK5H6q4jfOckaIiYcYeTIdep8AuKPcMZBfcC2mTKHlfMPplI2OpIlxlHb2rwocTZLSjdZwNphHGN-mau-weuZTY52bq_0oxUcQdhV3LsxT9qFXJDFvRmDa5k4UWCk3ZDHwus0yHKtz6t8c5MDFTYIAPRyqPXCpkw-3vQQ9IAZg~~
https://tssmat.staffs.sch.uk/job-vacancies


Dinners for Week Commencing 19th October 2026 - Week 2 
 

Meal prices will increase to £3.05 in the new academic year​
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Government guidelines on attendance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Reception​ 96.6% 
Full attendance (100%) should be the standard expected. ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 1​ 100% 
Attendance of 97% or above is very good, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 2​ 88.9% 
97-95% is good, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 4​ 100% 
95-90% is poor ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 5​ 100% 
Below 90% is a serious cause for concern.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 6​ 96.6% 

 
Well done to Year 1, 4 & 5 for 100%  attendance  
this week 👍 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This Weeks Attendance @ Mary Howard 



 

Mary Howard Events 

 





 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Food Bank visit  - thank you for your donations 

 



 

Let Your Light Shine Celebration 
 

Parents of the following pupils are more than welcome to attend school on  

Friday 23rd October at 9am. 

Maple​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Poppy - Love​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Benjamin - Wisdom 
 

Willow 

​ ​ Olivia - Love 

​ ​ Eli - Perseverance 

 

Oak 
David - Perseverance 

Theo - Love 



 
 

Job Vacancies  

 
 

Teaching Assistant at Mary Howard Church of England Primary School 
 

About this Role 

Are you a nurturing, enthusiastic educator looking for a rewarding part-time role? 

 

Mary Howard CE Primary School is seeking a dedicated Grade 3 Teaching Assistant to join the team in our Oak Class, working 1-1  with a child. This is a 
wonderfully unique opportunity to support our mixed-age class of  Year  5 and Year 6 children within a fun, busy, and happy learning environment. 

You will play an integral role in supporting a child with social, emotional and mental health needs within the class. If you are passionate about child 
development, enjoy variety, and want to make a meaningful impact in a supportive village school community, we want to hear from you! 

The role is 8.45am - 1.15pm with an unpaid 30m break, M-F, term time only.   The role is linked to an EHCP, currently due to end in July 28. 

 

What we are looking for: 

●​ A positive, creative approach to supporting children 1:1 and in small groups, and across continuous provision. 
●​ Knowledge of ELSA, emotion coaching or therapeutic intervention of social problem solving would be useful 

●​ Excellent communication skills and a team-player attitude. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

After school Care Club Assistant at Mary Howard Church of England Primary School 
 

 

Role Overview:​
As a Care Club assistant, you will play a vital role in providing a safe and engaging environment for our children during the morning and after-school care 

sessions. You will support children in their activities, ensuring they feel valued and included. 

Key Responsibilities: 

●​ Supervise children in the care club, ensuring their safety and well-being. 
●​ Plan and lead engaging activities that promote learning and social interaction. 

●​ Foster positive relationships with children, staff, and parents. 
●​ Maintain a clean and organised environment. 

●​ Collaborate with other staff members to ensure the smooth running of the care club. 

Qualifications and Skills: 

●​ Experience working with children in a school or care setting is desirable. 
●​ A passion for supporting children's development and well-being. 

●​ Strong communication and interpersonal skills. 
●​ Ability to work as part of a team and independently. 

Why Join Us? 

●​ Be part of a caring and supportive team. 
●​ Contribute to the growth and development of our children. 
●​ Enjoy a rewarding role in a positive school environment. 

 



 

Reminders & Notices  
Reminders & Notices  

For Remembrance Day we are going to create an outdoor poppy display.  
Please can you collect 2 litre plastic drink bottles and send them into school?  

We are starting to make them next week.  
Thank you. 

 

  



 
 



 
 

Reminders & Notices  
 

At our school, we are always looking for ways to keep our festive celebrations fresh, exciting, and memorable for the children. 

Starting this academic year, we will be alternating our major Christmas celebrations on a two-year cycle with this year a festive in school pantomime and next year a 
whole school Christmas trip. 

 

We know our Christmas trip to Statfold has become a much-loved tradition, so we hope the children won’t be too disappointed that there won’t be a trip this year. 

 

By switching between a special trip one year and a brilliant live pantomime experience in school the next, we can keep the magic alive with something different to look 
forward to each December. 

This updated schedule also allows our wonderful PTA to spread their support across a wider variety of fantastic new projects and resources for the children throughout 
the whole school year, while helping us keep overall festive costs manageable for all our school families. 

Thank you for your understanding, and we’re looking forward to a lovely Christmas season together! 

 

Arbor payments 

Would you please check your Arbor Parental Portal for any outstanding payments.   

Please can ALL payments be cleared. 

We would like to keep all accounts in credit or cleared of any debt.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 

To help our team maintain a good work-life balance, please send dojo messages during our regular working hours.  Thank you so much. 

Sue Keeley and some other members of our local community are working together to create a village display for Remembrance Day.  They need helpers to knit or crochet poppies for the display!  If 
you can help in any way please see Sue or drop your completed items into the school office.  Thank you!  



 
 
 

Safeguarding Term Dates 2026/2027 

 
 

PLEASE CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW 
 
SAFEGUARDING ALERT: Viral Trend Risks Causing Severe Burns 
to Children - Ineqe Safeguarding Group  

 

 

Autumn Term 2026​
​
Holiday: Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October  ​
Inset day: Monday 2 November                 ​
Term Ends: Friday 18 December ​
Holiday: Monday 21 December – Friday 1 January       

Spring Term 2027​
Inset day: Monday 4 January​
Term starts: Tuesday 5th January​
Holiday: Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February                ​
Term Ends: Thursday 25 March      ​
Holiday: Monday 29 March – Friday 9 April​
Easter Sunday: Sunday 28 March   ​
​
Summer Term 2027​
Term Starts: Monday 12 April​
May Day: Monday 3 May​
Holiday: Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June ​
Inset Day:  Monday 7th June  ​
Term Ends: Wednesday 21 July                   ​
Holiday: Thursday 22nd July – Friday 3 September  

 

https://ineqe.com/2026/05/07/safeguarding-alert-viral-trend-causing-burns/
https://ineqe.com/2026/05/07/safeguarding-alert-viral-trend-causing-burns/
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