
  
                               Mary Howard Primary School 

 
Summer Term 1, Friday 24th April 2026 

It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs   
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.   

Parable of the Mustard Seed- Matthew 13:31-32  

Message from Miss Mills 
Dear Mary Howard families, 

Welcome to our second week back — it’s been wonderful to see the children settle into their new topics and to hear about their enthusiasm for learning. Thank 
you, as always, for your support. 

This week the children in Maple enjoyed a fantastic bug workshop at Rosliston and have loved being out in nature. A big thank you to the parents and carers who 
supported with transport — your help made the trip possible. 

Willow children have been exploring conservationist art and have produced some thoughtful, creative work linked to caring for the natural world.  

Our writers in Oak have been super this week — inspired by Beowulf, they have produced lively, ambitious pieces of writing. 

Coming up: 

●​ Boccia sporting event at The Howard — 4:00–5:30pm (next Wednesday). We look forward to seeing the children take part and represent the school. 
●​ Spelling Bee — Summer heats and finals are coming soon. Best of luck to all entrants — let’s bring home those trophies! 

Thank you for continuing to support trips, practise at home, and regular reading — these make a real difference to children’s enjoyment and progress. 

“Let all that you do be done in love.” — 1 Corinthians 16:14 

Have a wonderful weekend and thank you for your continued support.  

Rachel Mills  

Executive Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s coming up this week… Dates to note… 

 

Monday 27th April 
●​ PE Kit for Oak 

 

 

Tuesday 28th April 

 

 

Wednesday 29th April 

●​ 29th April Boccia event at The Howard 4-5.30pm - forms 

have been sent 

●​ Height and Weight checks of Reception and Year 6 

children as part of the National Child Measurement 

Programme (NCMP) - fill in form on Arbor if needed  

 

Thursday 30th April 
●​ PE Kit for all  

 

Friday 1st May 

●​ Rock up & Read - 8:45-9:15am 
●​ The library bus is here 

●​ Ukulele lessons Willow - Please bring in your instrument 
●​ Maple and Willow PE  

 

 

 

    

 May 

 

●​ 4th May - Bank Holiday! 

●​ 6th Walsall Art Gallery Trip - Willow & Oak Class 

●​ 7th May Parent Forum 2.45pm 

●​ 11th - 15th May - Year 6 SATS week 

●​ 14th May - FOMH Quiz Night 5.30pm 

●​ 15th May - The library bus is here 

●​ 18th - 22nd May - Walk to School Week 

●​ 18th-20th May - Year 5-6 Residential to Standon Bowers, please 

continue to make payments the balance is due on May 4th. 

●​ 21st May School census day - please help us by ordering a school 

dinner if possible! 

●​ 21st May Values Celebration worship @ 3pm in school 
●​ 25th - 29th May - Half Term! 

  

 

 

 

 Please access the Schools’ website for key events - Mary Howard 

 Upcoming Events | Mary Howard CE Primary School 

 

 



 

Dinners for Week Commencing 27th April 2026 - Week 3 
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Government guidelines on attendance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Reception​ 91.1% 
Full attendance (100%) should be the standard expected. ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 1​ 100% 
Attendance of 97% or above is very good, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 3​ 96.3%​  

97-95% is good, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 4​ 100% 
95-90% is poor ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 5​ 100% 
Below 90% is a serious cause for concern.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 6​ 100% 

 
Well done to  Year 1, 3, 4 & 6 with  
100% attendance this week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Weeks Attendance @ Mary Howard 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

FOMH Events  



 
 
 
 

DfE Screen Time Guidance 
 
 
 

DfE guidance published this week aims to give parents clear, evidence-backed advice on screen time for 
children under five. It recommends: 

●​ For under-twos, screen time should be avoided except for shared activities. 
●​ For children aged two to five, it should be limited to around one hour a day and avoided at mealtimes 

and before bed. 

This guidance sits alongside a wider government consultation on online safety. NGA will respond to the 
consultation, drawing on views from the governance community to ensure your perspectives are 

represented. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nga.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd&id=2c92fa7214&e=fac82e98e6


 
 

 

 

 

Arbor payments 

Would you please check your Arbor Parental Portal for any outstanding payments.  We would like to keep all accounts 
in credit or cleared of any debt.  

If your Arbor Account is in arrears of over £10 for Snacks, we will no longer be able to offer your child a daily snack. 
If your Account is in arrears of over £50 for Wraparound Care, we will no longer be able to offer the care  

 (unless payments are made via vouchers). 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

Trip payments 

Walsall Art Gallery is available to pay on Arbor, please make payments by the deadline stated on Dojo and Arbor. 

The balance for the residential to Standon Bowers is due on May 4th.  Please note now that we are less than 30 days 
before the trip the full balance has to be paid even if you are unable to attend the trip.  

Please make payments on Arbor. 

 

 
 
 
 

Reminders 



 
Ideal for children aged 5–16, taking place at the Standon Bowers Outdoor Education Centre, Weston Lane, Stafford, ST21 6RD & Laches Wood Outdoor Education 

Centre, Laches Lane, Slade Heath, Wolverhampton, WV10 7PA.   

20% off all May Half Term Adventure Days bookings 
Use Code - ADSCHOOL20 



 
 

 

Safeguarding Term Dates 2026 

 
 

Summer Term 2026 

 
May Day: Monday 4 May 
Holiday: Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May 
Term Ends: Friday 17 July 
Inset: Monday 20 July 
Holiday: Monday 20 July  – Monday 31 August 

Autumn Term 2026 
Please note there has been a change of inset days to include the 2nd of 
September instead of the 21st of July 2027 due to staff training. 

Inset Day: Tuesday 1 September​
Inset Day: Wednesday 2 September​
Term Starts: Thursday 3 September​
Holiday: Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October  ​
Inset day: Monday 2 November                 ​
Term Ends: Friday 18 December ​
Holiday: Monday 21 December – Friday 1 January       

Spring Term 2027​
Inset day: Monday 4 January​
Term starts: Tuesday 5th January​
Holiday: Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February                ​
Term Ends: Thursday 25 March      ​
Holiday: Monday 29 March – Friday 9 April​
Easter Sunday: Sunday 28 March   ​
​
Summer Term 2027​
Term Starts: Monday 12 April​
May Day: Monday 3 May​
Holiday: Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June ​
Inset Day:  Monday 7th June  ​
Term Ends: Wednesday 21 July                   ​
Holiday: Wednesday 21st July – Friday 3 September  
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