
  
                               Mary Howard Primary School 

 Autumn Term Friday 12th December 2025 

It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs   
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.   

Parable of the Mustard Seed- Matthew 13:31-32  

Message from Miss Mills 
Dear families, 

Christmas is in full flow at Mary Howard Primary School, and what a wonderful time it has been! This week has been filled with joy and community spirit. 

We welcomed our new children for September during our Christmas Stay and Play session. These little ones are already becoming a cherished part of our 
school family. The excitement was palpable as we visited the village hall and shared Christmas cheer by singing carols together. 

A magical evening was spent at Holy Trinity celebrating Christingle - a special thanks to Reverend Nicky for making the event so memorable. Today, we enjoyed 
a lovely day at our sister school, where children created beautiful Christmas cards and calendars. The highlight was watching the pantomime of Rick Whittington, 

generously funded by FOMH and SASA, and hosted by St Andrews Church.  

We are incredibly grateful for all the support with transport for these wonderful activities. 

Looking ahead, next week promises to be full of festive fun! Here's what we have planned: 

●​ Elfridges (run by FOMH) 
●​ Nativity in church, where we'll be presenting special certificates for demonstrating our vision and values 
●​ Christmas lunch 
●​ After-school disco (organised by FOMH) 
●​ Final day: Whole Mease trip to Staffold to round off the year 

As we approach the end of term, I'm reminded of the words from the Bible that guide us: "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up." (Galatians 6:9) 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

Rachel Mills  

Executive Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mary Howar 
 

What’s coming up this week… Dates to note… 

 

Monday 15th December 

●​ PE Kit Oak Class 

 
 

Tuesday 16th December 

 

Wednesday 17th December 

 

●​ 9:15am - Nativity at Church & Living Out Our Social Vision 

Celebration - Parents welcome to attend 
●​ Christmas Lunch - if you have not pre-ordered a dinner please 

bring in a packed lunch 

 

 

Thursday 18th December 

●​ PE Kit for all classes 

●​ Christmas Parties & FOMH disco after school - wear party clothes! 

 
 

Friday 19th December 

●​ Christmas Jumper Day! 

●​ Christmas Magic Statfold Trip & Break up.  
 

 

 

December 

 

●​ 22nd December - 2nd January - Christmas Holiday 

 

January 

●​ 5th January - Inset Day 

●​ 6th January - Return to School 

●​ 9th January - The Library Bus is here! 

●​ 7 - 9th January - Oak Class Bikeability - Children need to have their own suitable 

bike and helmet bought into school. Please let us know if this is not possible. 

●​ 23rd January - The Library Bus is here! 

 

 

                 Please access the Schools’ website for key events - Mary Howard 

 Upcoming Events | Mary Howard CE Primary School 



  - Shine a Light - V 
 

 

 

Young Voices Payment of £19.50 is now on Arbor also to pay for those attending. 

 

 

Arbor payments 

Would you please check your Arbor Parental Portal for any outstanding payments.  We would like to keep all accounts 
in credit or cleared of any debt.  

If your Arbor Account is in arrears of over £10 for Snacks, we will no longer be able to offer your child a daily snack. 
If your Account is in arrears of over £50 for Wraparound Care, we will no longer be able to offer the care  

 (unless payments are made via vouchers). 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 



 
Living out our School vision awards 

 

The following Children will be receiving an award at our living out our school vision assembly after the 
nativity in Church on the 17th December 9:15am we look forward to seeing you there! 

 
  

Maple Class  

Alice & Finley 

 

Willow Class   

Henry & Theo 

 

Oak Class  

Isaac & Ella 
 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 
Christmas Postbox final date Thurs 18th Dec. 

All envelopes need a name and class.  
The School Council will be making the deliveries. 
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Dinners for Week Commencing  15th December  2025 - Week 1 
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Safeguarding Term Dates 2025-2026 

 
 
 

Autumn Term 2025 

 
Term Ends: Friday 19 December 
Holiday: Monday 22 December – Friday 2 January 

Spring Term 2026 

Inset Day: Monday 5 January 
Term Starts: Tuesday 6 January 
Holiday: Monday 16 February – Friday 20 February 
Term Ends: Friday 27 March 
Holiday: Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 
Easter Sunday: Sunday 5 April 

Summer Term 2026 

Term Starts: Monday 13 April 
May Day: Monday 4 May 
Holiday: Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May 
Term Ends: Friday 17 July 
Inset: Monday 20 July 
Holiday: Monday 20 July  – Monday 31 August 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Consultation 

 

 
  Dear Families, 

 

We would like to inform you that on 8th December, we met with the Local Governing Committee to discuss the points and 
feedback raised during the recent consultation regarding the proposed changes to the school day. 

We appreciate your engagement and the valuable insights you have shared. We are currently reviewing all feedback thoroughly 
and will be sending out the results along with the final decisions after the Christmas break. 

At that time, we will also provide answers to any remaining questions you may have. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Advice and Helplines over the Christmas period 

 
 
  

Staffordshire Families Integrated Front Door (SFIFD) if you have concerns or are worried for a child and wish to make a 
referral: 0300 111 8007 

  
NSPCC Helpline Call 0808 800 5000 or email help@nspcc.org.uk if you’re worried about a child.​

NSPCC Christmas Support [nspcc.org.uk] 
  

Childline Free, confidential support for children and young people: 0800 1111 or childline.org.uk 
  

Samaritans​
116 123  samaritans.org 

  
Citizens Advice Staffordshire – Debt, benefits, budgeting​

0808 278 7874  
  

StepChange Debt Charity – Free debt advice​
0800 138 1111 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/christmas-most-dangerous-time-of-year/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/christmas-most-dangerous-time-of-year/
http://childline.org.uk/
http://samaritans.org/
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