
Year 5 reading curriculum

Autumn 1: 
The Mayans

Autumn 2: Spring 1: 
Anglo-Saxons & Vikings

Spring 2: 
Anglo-Saxons & Vik-
ings

Summer 1: Summer 2:

Links to History 
unit:

The Mayans Anglo-Saxons & Vikings Anglo-Saxons & Vik-
ings key facts 

Links to Geography 
unit:

Fairtrade Mountains 
Exhilirating Everest  
Record breaking 
mountains 

National Parks

Links to Science 
unit:

Materials & their 
Properties 
(Changing Materials 
– diet coke mentos) 

Cicada 

Earth, moon & 
space 
(Notable People -Mae 
Jemison, Tim Peak, 
Jamie Jake) 
Orbiting the sun 

Life Cycles of Plants and an-
imals 
Cicada, Life Cycle of a Butterfly, 
life cycle of an amphibian  
Flowering plants 

Forces 
Parachutes 
Energy and forces  
Solar panels  
William Kamwamba 

Stages of human life 
cycle  
Human life  
Beetles  
Beetle boy

Links to key Liter-
acy text:

Zoo/Nature Doc-
umentary 
(Lit Shed – Dear 
Humans) 
(Read, Write, Per-
form – Polar Bears, 
Galapogas, Cro-
codiles)

Wonder Instructions/Beowulf 
Kensuki Kingdom 
War horse 

The Highwayman Plastic Pollution 
(Lit Shed – Counting, 
Eezeye Eye strain 
remover – persuasive 
text)

Treason
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Links to event at 
that particular time 
of year:

(Christmas – the 
Christmas Tree Ship) 

(Lit Shed – To whoever finds this)

Reading with no 
particular links:

(Great openings -The 
Storm Keeper’s 
Island, Clockwork 
crow)

(Novels Vol 1 – Flood-
land)

(Children’s Classics Vol 1 
– The Hobbit, Around the 
World in Eighty days) 
The Gauntlet 

(Medieval Monarchs – 
Henry II,Henry V) 
(Titanic, Molly Brown)

(Katie DiCamillo – 
Flora & Ullyses) 
Jungle book

Poetry: Walrus and 
the carpenter 

The frog The listeners The Highwayman

Songs: (Songs from Music-
als – A conversation 
from Mary Poppins

Do you hear the 
people sing - 
Les Mis

(Disney Songs – Lion 
King Be Prepared, Notre 
Dame)

The Circle of Life 
Tangled 

Jungle Book

Links to RE/Col-
lective Worship:

Hope/Courage 
UC – God 2b.1 
Islam 
David & Goliath

Responsibility/
Peace 
UC – Creation/Fall 
2b.2 
People of God 2b.3

Thankfulness/ 
Perseverance 
UC – Incarnation 2b.4 
(Inventions 
https://www.literacyshed.com/
girlandrobot.html)

Forgiveness/Friend-
ship 
UC - Gospel 2b.5

Respect/Compas-
sion 
Buddhism 
The story of Prince 
Siddhartha 
The Good Samaritan

Trust/Truth 
Kingdom of God 
2b.8 
David in the Lions 
Den

https://www.literacyshed.com/girlandrobot.html
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