e Use possessive apostrophes correctly in regular and irregular plurals, such as
children’s and boys’

* Use examples of writing to help them to structure their own similar texts

® Plan out sentences orally o select adventurous vocabulary

e Use paragraphs to organise ideas

e Use description and defail to develop characters and settings in story-writing

* Write interesting narratives in stories

® In nonfiction writing, use features such as sub-headings and bullet points

® Review their own work to make improvements, including editing for spelling errors
* Read others’ writing and suggest possible improvements

® Read aloud work that they've written to be clearly understood

e Extend sentences using a wider range of conjunctions, including subordinating
conjunctions

® Use the present perfect verb fense

® Use nouns and pronouns with care to avoid repetition

e Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to add defail about time or cause
* Use fronted adverbials

® Use direct speech, with correct punctuation

Young children have a tendency to repeat nouns or pronouns, leading to
several sentences containing ‘He' or ‘They'. They can use alternatives to make
writing more inferesfing. For example, alternatives for describing an individual
character might include: he, the burglar, Mr Smith, John, the criminal, the
villain, efc.

To add information to a sentence about its location, children might use
conjunctions (“Although it was still early...”), adverbs (“Early that morning...")
or prepositions “At about six-thirty that moming..."). Often these techniques
allow children to write more complex sentences.

Grammar Help

For many parents, the grammatical terminology used in schools may not be familiar.
Here are some useful reminders of some of the terms used:

* Present perfect tense: a tense formed using the verb ‘have’ and a participle, fo
indicate that an action has been completed at an unspecified time, e.g. The girl
has eaten her icecream

* Fronted adverbial: a word or phrase which describes the time, place or manner of
an action, which is placed at the start of the sentence, e.g. “Before breakfast,...”
or "Carrying a heavy bag,...”

* Direct speech: words quoted directly using inverted commas, as opposed to being
reported in a sentence




English in Year 5 and Year 6

In upper Key Stage 2, your child will increasingly meet a wider range of texts and
types of writing, and will be encouraged to use their skills in a broader range of
contexts. Their knowledge of grammar will also increase as they prepare for the
National Curriculum Tests to be taken in the summer term of Year 6.

Year 6 children will take a reading fest of about one hour, a grammar and
punctuation test of about forty-five minutes, and a spelling test of twenty words. These
will be sent away for marking, with the results coming back before the end of the
year. Your child’s teacher will also make an assessment of whether or not your child
has reached the expected standard by the end of the Key Stage.

Speaking and Listening

The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the whole of primary school, and
teachers will cover many of them every year as children’s spoken language skills
develop. In Years 5 and 6, some focuses may include:

* Speak clearly in a range of contexts, using Standard English where appropriate
* Monitor the reactions of listeners and react accordingly

e Consider different viewpoints, listening to others and responding with relevant
views

* Use appropriate language, tone and vocabulary for different purposes

Reading Skills

* Read a wide range of fiction, nondiction, poetry, plays and reference books
* learn a range of poetry by heart
® Perform plays and poems using tone, volume and intonafion to convey meaning

* Use knowledge of spelling patterns and related words to read aloud and
understand new words

* Make comparisons between different books, or parts of the same book

* Read a range of modern fiction, classic fiction and books from other cultures and
fraditions

* |dentify and discuss themes and conventions across a wide range of writing

* Discuss understanding of texts, including exploring the meaning of words in confext
* Ask questions fo improve understanding of texts

* Summarise ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details

* Predict future events from details either written in a text or by ‘reading between the
lines’

* |dentify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

* Discuss how authors use language, including figurative language, to affect the
reader

* Make book recommendations, giving reasons for choices
* Participate in discussions about books, building on and challenging ideas
® Explain and discuss understanding of reading

* Parficipate in formal presentations and debates about reading

Parent Tip

As children get older,
they will increasingly
take responsibility for
their own work and
homework tasks. That's
not to say that parents
can't help though.
Encourage your child to
work independently on
their homework, but also
take the opportunity to
discuss it with them and
to have them explain their
understanding fo you.




® Provide reasoned justifications for views

Figurative language includes metaphorical phrases such as ‘raining cats and
dogs' or ‘an iron fist’, as well as using language to convey meaning, for
example by describing the Sun as ‘gazing down’ upon a scene.

Themes & Conventions

As children’s experience of a range of texts broadens, they may begin to
nofice conventions, such as the use of first person for diary-writing, or themes
such as heroism or quests.

Writing Skills
* Write with increasing speed, maintaining legibility and style
e Spell some words with silent letters, such as knight and solemn

* Recognise and use spellings for homophones and other often-confused words from
the Y5/6 list

* Use a dictionary to check spelling and meaning

® Identify the audience and purpose before writing, and adapt accordingly
® Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary to change or enhance meaning
* Develop setting, atmosphere and character, including through dialogue

* Wirite a summary of longer passages of writing

* Use a range of cohesive devices

* Use advanced organisational and presentational devices, such as bullet points
* Use the correct fense consistently throughout a piece of writing

® Ensure correct subject and verb agreement

® Perform compositions using appropriate infonation, volume and movement
* Use a thesaurus

® Use expanded noun phrases o convey complicated information concisely
® Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility

e Use relative clauses

® Recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal use

* Use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information

® Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause

® Recognise the difference in informal and formal language

* Use grammatical connections and adverbials for cohesion

e Use ellipses, commas, brackets and dashes in writing

* Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity

® Use semi-colons, colons and dashes between independent clauses

* Use a colon fo infroduce a list

® Punctuate bullet points consistently




Cohesive devices are words or phrases used to link different parts of writing
together. These may be pronouns such as ‘he’ or ‘it’ to avoid repeating a
name, or phrases such as ‘After that...” or ‘Meanwhile” to guide the reader
through the text.

Grammar Help

For many parents, the grammatical terminology used in schools may not be familiar.
Here are some useful reminders of some of the terms used:

* Noun phrase: a group of words which takes the place of a single noun. Example:
The big brown dog with the fluffy ears.

* Modal verb: a verb that indicates possibility. These are often used alongside other
verbs. Example: will, may, should, can.

® Relative clause: a clause which adds exira information or detail. Example: The boy
who was holding the golden ticket won the prize.

® Passive verb: a form of verb that implies an action being done to, rather than by,
the subject. Example: The boy was bitten by the dog.

® Perfect form: a form of verb that implies that an action is completed. Example: The
boy has walked home.




Science in Year 1

In the first years of schooling, much of the science curriculum is based around real-
life experiences for children. This includes everyday plants and animals, as well as
finding out about different materials and the four seasons. There are likely to be lots
of opportunities for exploring scientific ideas both in the classroom and the local
surroundings.

Scientific Investigation

Children are encouraged to carry out their own observations and experiments to
further their scientific understanding. In Year 1 this may include leaming to:

e Ask scientific questions
e Carry out simple tests, and make observations
e Collect information to answer questions

e Group together objects according to their properties or behaviours

Plants and Animals
* Name a selection of common plants, including deciduous and evergreen frees
* Name the main parts of plants and trees, such as roofs, stems, trunks and leaves

® Name a variety of common animals, including mammals, fish, birds, repfiles and
amphibians

® Name some common animals which are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores
* Name the main parts of the human body, including those related fo the five senses
Herbivores: animals which feed only on plants, e.g. rabbits

Carmivores: animals which feed on other animals, e.g. eagles
Omnivores: animals which eat both plants and animals, e.g. humans

Deciduous trees are those which lose their leaves in autumn, whereas
evergreen frees — as the name implies — are those which retain their green
colour all year round.

Everyday Materials
* Recognise that objects are made of materials
* Name some everyday materials such as wood, metal, glass and plastic

* Describe some of the properties of materials, e.g. that wood is hard

* Group together items based on the materials they're made from, or their properties,

for example by grouping heavy objects or shiny objects

Seasonal Change
® Observe changes across the four seasons

* Observe and describe how the day and weather changes with the seasons

Parent Tip

There are always plenty
of ways in which families
can support children

at home with science.
There may be a park

or gardens near you
which you can visit over
the year and see how
the flora changes with
the seasons. You may
also be able to visit

a farm or nature park
which provides plenty of
opportunity for discussing
the wide variety of the
animal kingdom.




Science in Year 2 4 .
Parent Tip

In the first years of schooling, much of the science curriculum is based around real Growing your own plants
life experiences for children. This includes everyday plants and animals, as well as or flowers at home can
finding out about different materials and the four seasons. There are likely to be lots be an exciting — if slow
of opportunities for exploring scientific ideas both in the classroom and the local — process for children
surroundings. to take part in. Why

not try some quick-
Scientific Investigation growing seeds such

as cress or musfard, as
well as something more
substantial planted in the

Children are encouraged to carry out their own observations and experiments to
further their scientific understanding. In Year 2 this may include leaming to:

e Use scientific apparatus to make observations, such as magnifying glasses garden, and waich how

® Collect information about what they have seen the processes of growth

are similar for all plants?
* Make links between observations and their scientific understanding P

At certain times of year

Living Things and their Habitats you may also be lucky

enough fo witness some
* Compare the difference between things which are alive, which are dead, and o

of the growth cycle in
which have never been alive 9 7

animals, such as tadpoles
® Understand that different animals are suited to different habitats in a pond, or lambing
season at the local farm.

\ J

* Identify some plants and animals in different habitats

® Describe how animals feed on other plants or animals

Habitats are simply the different types of places living things are found. This
can range from the vast, such as oceans and rainforests, through to local
features such as rock pools, or fo the small, such as under a single log.

Plants
* Describe how seeds or bulbs grow into plants

e Understand that plants need water, light and a suitable femperature to grow

Animals including Humans
* Notice that all animals have offspring which grow info adults, including humans
® Know about the basic survival needs of animals, such as food, water and air

® Describe the importance of exercise, healthy diet and hygiene to humans

Everyday Materials

® Identify and compare the uses of different materials including wood, metal, plastic,
glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard

e Find out how some solid objects can be changed by squashing, bending or
strefching




Science in Year 3

During Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6), the sfrands of science begin to become more
recognisable as biology, chemistry and physics, although they will usually be
grouped together in primary school. Children will continue to carry out their own
experiments to find out about the world around them, and fo test their own hypotheses
about how things work.

Scientific Investigation

Investigation work should form part of the broader science curriculum. During Year 3,
some of the skills your child might focus on include:

® Set up simple comparative tests, ensuring that they are carried out fairly

* Make systematic observations, using appropriate equipment and standard units
* Gather and record information to help to answer scientific questions

® Use results to draw simple conclusions or to raise further questions

* Use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions

Plants
® Identify the basic functions of a plant’s roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers
e Understand that plants need air, light, water, nutrients and room to grow

® Understand the role of flowers in the life cycle, including pollination and seed
dispersal

Pollination is the act of reproduction in which pollen is transferred — usually to
another plant — to make seeds. Seed dispersal is the distribution of seeds by
actions such as sprinkling, through the wind, or by being eaten as part of a
fruit.

Animals including Humans

* Know that animals get their nufrition from food, and need the right types and
amounts of nutrition

* Identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles, and
know their basic functions

Rocks

* Compare and group different types of rocks based on their appearance and
properties

® Describe how fossils are formed

® Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic material

At this level, rocks are offen grouped info one of three categories:

Igneous: rocks formed from magma under the Earth's surface, often after a
volcano, or deep underground.

Metamorphic: rocks formed under great heat or pressure under the Earth’s
surface, such as slate or marble.

Sedimentary: rocks formed where sediment builds up in deposits under lakes
or oceans.

Parent Tip

Many families will have
a magnet of some form
about the house, and this
makes a great tool for
scientific investigation.
A fun experiment is

to compare whether
household objects are
aftracted fo magnets,
such as keys, tins, cans,
and even different
denominations of coin.




Light
* Recognise that we need light to see things
* Notice that light is reflected from surfaces

* Know how shadows are formed, and identify how the size of a shadow changes

Forces and Magnets

* Notice that some forces need confact fo act, but that magnetic forces can act at a
distance

* Observe how magnets attract or repel each other, describing magnets as having
two poles

* Compare and group objects according to whether or not they are magnetic




Science in Year 4

During Year 4, children begin to use more scientific vocabulary to describe objects
and processes, such as describing solids, liquids and gases, or erosion. Vocabulary
is a key part of any area of study, and particularly in science. learning new words
— and their spellings — can often be fun when they relate to experiments and science
investigations.

Scientific Investigation

Investigation work should form part of the broader science curriculum. During Year 4,
some of the skills your child might focus on include:

e Carry out fair tests, using control tests where appropriate

* Take accurate measurements using a range of scientific equipment, including
thermometers

* Organise and presenting data fo help answer scientific questions
® Record findings using scientific vocabulary, diagrams, charts and tables

® Report on findings using oral and written explanations of results and conclusions

Living Things and their Habitats
® Use classification keys o group, identify and name a variety of living things
® Recognise that environments can change

A common example of classification is the grouping of vertebrates into fish,
amphibians, reptiles, mammals and birds.

Animals including Humans

* Describe the basic functions of the parts of the digestive sysfem, such as mouth,
oesophagus, stomach and intestines

e Identify the different types of teeth in humans, and their functions

e Construct a variety of food chains to show producers, predators and prey

States of Matter
* Group materials as solids, liquids and gases
e Observe that some materials change state when heated or cooled
* Know the part of evaporation and condensation in the water cycle
The water cycle is the process of water being evaporated from the Earth's

surface, and then condensing to form clouds and rain before falling back to
Earth.

Sound

e Understand that sounds are caused by vibrations reaching the ear

e Find what affects the pitch and volume of a sound

Parent Tip

Children may make
simple musical instruments
in school to explore
sound. You could also
make some at home
using elastic bands
stretched over an open
box, seeds or grains in
a sealed box, or even
a simple drum from a
saucepan!




Electricity
* Construct a simple electrical circuit using cells, wires, bulbs and switches
* Understand that a complete circuit is needed to power a lamp or buzzer

* Recognise some common conductors and insulators




Science in Year 5

As children get older, they begin to meet more abstract concepts in science — things
which are not so easily fested in the classroom, such as the bodies of the solar
system, or changes of state. They will continue to carry out experiments but may also
use more secondary resources for research or investigation.

Scientific Investigation

Investigation work should form part of the broader science curriculum. During Year 5,
some of the skills your child might focus on include:

* Plan different types of scientific investigation, including controlling variables
* Take measurements with increasing accuracy and precision

® Record data and results using diagrams, labels, keys, tables and graphs

® Use test results to make predictions and fo set up more festing

* |dentify the evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas

Living Things and their Habitats

® Describe the differences in the life cycles of @ mammal, an amphibian, an insect

and a bird
® Describe the life processes of reproduction in some plants and animals
Life cycles include different stages for the main vertebrate groups, such as

eggs, larvae and pupae. These can be seen in tadpoles and frogs, caterpillars
and butterflies, and of course the chicken and the egg.

Animals including Humans

® Describe the changes as humans develop to old age, including puberty

Properties and Changes of Materials

* Compare the various properties of materials such as hardness, solubility and
conductivity

* Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to separate mixiures and solutions
through filtering or evaporation

* Know that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes

e Know that some changes cannot be reversed, such as burning, rusting or chemical
reactions

Earth and Space

® Describe the movement of the planets, including Earth, around the Sun

® Describe the movement of the Moon around the Earth

* Use these ideas to explain how day and night occur, and why the Sun appears to

move across the sky

Since 20006, scientists have defined Pluto as only a dwarf planet.
Consequently, children are now taught that there are only eight planets
orbiting the Sun [Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune), although many will also explain the history of Pluto’s past.

Parent Tip

Plenty of exciting
experiments can take
place at home looking at
reversible and irreversible
changes. Try searching
online for the "vinegar
bomb’ experiment, or the

nowfamous ‘Coke and
Mentos” experiment.
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Forces
* Explain that gravity is a force which acts on objects pulling them towards the Earth
* |dentify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction

* Recognise that some mechanisms, such as levers, pulleys and gears, can be used
fo increase the work of a force




