LO: To create tension



-

Extract from The Case of the Missing Stamp by Dina Anastasio ]

‘Pleasant afternoon,’ Fred said, leaning against Sam's old apple tree.

‘Sure is,’ Sam said, as he placed a flower bulb gently into the soft
earth. 'Spring is in the air, all right.’

Fred glanced about him,

‘Look at that,” he said. "What's up there? Looks like a bird is
building a nest on your chimney.’

Sam pulled himself to his feet and studied the top of his house. As
he watched, a mother bird carried a small piece of straw over to the chimney and
wrapped it into her nest.

‘Ah yes,’ Fred went on. ‘Spring is certainly here."

Reading

Sam knelt down and dug into the earth — hard. He wished that Fred would go ¢
away and leave him alone Fred would go on and on about spring and birds and  SALUMUR!Y
nests and then, just like he always did, he'd start talking about stamps, stamps,
stamps. Fred's favourite subject was stamps. o When Fred is taking to Sam, whal does he notice on the chimney? (1 mark)
Fred took another deep breath, and walked over to Sam. _
seel';te:f;v:[r:g:ﬁ ;::_S?'ng PO DRNIL IR o, “fu it Haggen 1 o What does Fred say is ‘certainly here’? Choose one answer from the
"Not that | can remember. What kind of envelope was it?' options below. (1 mark)
‘Just a plain white one. | left it here this morning when | stopped by for tea. )
My brother sent it to me. It had a rare Churchill stamp on it — cancelled last week.’ birds spring autumn thieves
‘| don't pay much attention to stamps,’ Sam muttered.
‘Hmmm, | know | had it when | stopped by. As a matter of fact, I'm pretty sure *
I left it on the kitchen table when we were having tea.’ Test qoursdf
“Valuable stamp, was it?" Sam asked.
’Vew!uabie. Itis very rare. There was a flaw in the hair. | really need it for o T T marm—
my collection.’ = ;
‘It sounds interesting, but I'm afraid | haven't seen it.' | How does Fred know he must be lying? (2 marks}
Fred stepped backwards and turned towards the house, 'You don't mind if |
look on the table, do you?* he asked. ‘Just in case. o Where does Fred say he is ‘pretty sure’ he left the envelope? Choose one
“Well," Sam said, “there’s really no point, | did a bit of spring cleaning right after answer from the options below. (1 mark)
you left, and I'm afraid | threw everything into the fire. If your envelope was there,
it's gone now.' " " " h
Fred walked towards the door and opened it. on the kitchen table  in the chimney  in the flowerbed  in the porc
‘I know you're lying," he said...
you're lyirig ' © why do you think Sam wanted to keep the envelope? Explain your answer
using evidence from the text. (2 marks)
- ®
Challenge yourself 3:1]
o What did Fred stand on that would make Sam cross? (1 mark)
) wnat did Sam want Fred 1o think when he said “it's gone now'? (1 mark}

i i



Answers

Pages 8-9

1. a bird's nest (1 mark)

2. spring (1 mark)

3. He says he was spring cleaning and threw
everything into the fire (1 mark); he couldn’t have
done this as the bird had made a nest on top of
the chimney (1 mark)

4. on the kitchen table (1 mark)

5. During the conversation Fred tells him that itis a
‘rare’ and ‘valuable’ starmp. Sam wants to keep it
and sell it to make money, as he is not interested
in collecting stamps (2 marks for answering
that he wants to sell it and for noting that the
text tells us it is rare and valuable; 1 mark only
far answering he wants to sell it but omitting
evidence from the text)

6. his newly-planted bulb (1 mark)

7. the envelope had been burned (1 mark)






What is the ‘thing’ under the bridge?
Where did it come from?

Has it always been there?

Why did the boy ride his bike here?
Do you think he’s going to get caught?
Why are there lots of milk cartons with pictures of missing
children on the sides?

What happened to those children?




https://www.literacyshed.com/francis.html

Watch the video. How has the writer created tension?
Why is the monster not described?
Why doesn't it tell you what happened?

How is tension created in the story? Which of these methods can you use in
your writing - are there other methods?



Descriptive
language that
builds tension

Create alist of vocabulary - think of things you may describe -
focus on the senses. Use a thesaurus and dictionary.



Create a RAG table using the words you have collected - underline at least 3 Red and Amber words you
are going to try and use in your setting description. Cross out at least 3 green words that you are not

going to use in your setting description.

Red - Words | don't really use-
(found in thesaurus)

Amber words - | use occasionally

Green words - | use them often

gloomy
rasping

troubling
scraping
rattling

dark
scary




Grammar - relative clauses

Two clauses linked by a relative pronoun -

who
which
that
whose
whom



|dentify the relative clauses below:

1. They're the people who bought our house.

2. There is the cat that didn't finish its supper.

3. This is the football which we will be using for the match.

4. Mr Newsam, whose shoes are blue, is a year 6 teacher.



Relative Clauses

Section A: Write whether the underlined part of the sentences are main or subordinate (independent
or dependent):

1) Can you add a relative clause to these sentences?

1. Usain Bolt, whose home is in Jamaica, has won many Gold medals.
2. Ben, who is Sarah’s older brother, loves to play computer games.

3. There are no biscuits in the tin, which means someone must have finished them.

=

. The cat that belongs to our neighbours always comes asking for biscuits.

& )]

. The watch, which was given to James as a prize, had long ceased working.



Add a subordinate clause to the main clause
Example: The restaurant, which has sublime food, is the most popular in London.

1) The film, , gave him nightmazares!
2) The train, , was late again.
3) Andy, , was the best they had seen.

Section C: Add a main clause to the relative clause

1) , which was really boring.

2) , which was very old,

3) , who was the head boy,




Section D: Write 3 Sentences of your own which use a main and relative clause. Can you use an
embedded clause?

1



Extract from Yacht Rescue

Lucy banged her bedroom door shut, a little harder
than was strictly necessary, and flopped down on
her bed. It wasn't fairl They just didn’t understand
her. Making sure they could hear her anger from
downstairs, she kicked the headboard of her bed
then sat up, sulkily.

It had been raining for weeks and this was the first really warm, dry evening
of spring. Everyone had planned to meet in the park this evening. Most of
them would be there already but where was she? Stuck at home, that's
where. The worst of it was that Lucy knew she really only had herself to
blame. Mum’had said she could go, but that she had to be back by seven
o’clock. Lucy had complained loudly that was too early, and before she knew
what had happened, she had been sent to her room. Once again, her temper
had let her down.

Lucy knew her parents would leave her to calm down and she probably wouldn't

see them for the rest of the evening. Why keep her here if they weren't even
going to spend time with her? She might as well not be here at all!

A thought began to form in Lucy’s mind. Her bedroom window looked out
onto the flat roof of the kitchen extension below. From there, she knew she
could climb down onto the water butt, and down onto the patio. They would
never know she had gone!

Wasting no more time, Lucy grabbed a jacket. She was safely on the patio and

on her way to the park in a matter of moments.

The route to the park took Lucy along the seafront for a while and she slowed

down to take in the view of the sea glistening in the late evening sunshine.
Something on the horizon caught her eye. A small yacht bobbed on the sea
in the distance. Lucy was no sailor but something about the vessel just didn't
look right, even from this distance. Lucy wondered what to do. She had left
her mobile phone charging at home, but even if she had it with her, did she
really want to alert the coastguard when she wasn't really sure that anything
was wrong?

— —

Reading
CoTmm—

o What time did Lucy's murn say she had to be back? Choose one answer

from the options below. (1 mark)
5.30 pm 8 pm 7 pm 6.30 pm
e In what order does she dimb on these things? Write. thern in order. {1 mark)
bedroom window water butt patio kitchen extension
Test yourself ‘*
o Why had Lucy been sent to her room? (1 mark)
@ wiite the phrase that shows how long it ook Lucy 1o escape from
her room. (1 mark)
o As well as not wanting to trouble the coastguard if nothing was wrong,
why else might Lucy be reluctant to alert anyone? (2 marks)
: @
Challenge yourself ﬁ
G What do you learn about Lucy’s personality from this exlract? (3 marks)

€D Based on what you know about Lucy, what do you think she might da?

Explain your answer fully, (2 marks)



Answers

Pages 10-11

1.
&

7 pm (1 mark)

1) bedroom window 2) kitchen extension

3) water butt 4) patio (1 mark for all four in

the correct order)

she had moaned about having to be back by 7 pm
and had had a tantrum (1 mark)

a matter of moments (1 mark)

She should not have been out of the house, so
she might not want her parents to find out that
she has sneaked out (2 marks for an answer

that links not being allowed out and her parents
finding out; 1 mark for simply stating that she
should not have been out of the house)

She gets angry quickly and knows it; she sulks;

she disobeys her parents; she is observant (she spots
the yacht); she likes her own way; she is reckless;
and she is inconsiderate (3 marks for three or more
observations; 2 marks for two; 1 mark for one)
Predictions should be based on the evidence from
her behaviour so far and the means available to
her; e.g. Perhaps she will be too selfish to help and
will not want her parents to find out she has left
the house (2 marks)



Drafting a story with tension



He opened the door.

The tunnel was dark.

How many different ways can you change

enhance these sentences to increase
tension?



How does the writer create tension?

Torak paused to take in his surroundings...

Ancient oaks stood sentinel, like statues in a living museum, oozing pine-
blood which dripped from the wounded slashes in their bark. Towering
above him, their long, leafy branches spread out like fans. Dim rays of
sunlight filtered through the thick canopy of leaves. Beneath his feet, a
blanket of moss covered the forest floor, covering gnarled, twisting tree
roots which curled into the earth.

Above him, tiny sycamore seeds spiralled to the ground like tiny
parachutes. Torak breathed in the damp, earthy scent of wet, rotting leaves
which covered the forest floor. To the east, the sky was wolf grey. Coils of
dense mist encircled the towering trees, floating above the dense bracken.
In the fading light, the forest took on an eerie glow. Turning around, he felt
a soft breeze stir the forest and the fine strands of cobwebs brush his face.



Write your story with tension: max word limit 500 words.



Editing and Final copy



Editing steps:

1. Read through and check there are no missing words.

2. Read backwards a word at a time - Underline all words you are
unsure of the spelling (check and correct using a dictionary).

3. Check that you have included at least 3 sentences with subordinate
clauses - if not edit and find a place where this can be added.

4. Check punctuation - Especially commas.

5. Look for vocabulary/sentences that can be improved - use thesaurus
or RAG table to help you.

Write a final version in best handwriting with all amendments included.










