The mind map below shows the different ELEMENTS of a photograph which you could discuss when analysing a photograph. In the brackets are some of the key
words which could relate to each element—there may be others not listed! When analysing it is important to include the EFFECT of the element and the REASON
the element may have been used as well as just DESCRIBING the element.

Follow this structure: 1. DESCRIBE the element. 2. Discuss the EFFECT of the element on the work. 3. Consider the REASON the element was used.

Lighting Story
(hard, soft, flat, direction) (message, symbolism,
complex issue, meaning) .
Subject
Colour L : (body language, expression,
(realistic, faded, monochrome, background, foreground)

contrasting, saturated) /

Image Analysis Tone

—> (high key, low key,

Atmosphere \ light, dark)

(emotion, depth of field, focus,
blur, sharp)

Materials/Techniques
(photo, black & white, film, colour,
Composition | digitally manipulated, HDR, cross-
(diagonals, rule of thirds, Framing processed, painted, collaged, drawn
symmetrical, balanced, framed) onto)

(wide angle, close up, macro,
birds-eye, worms eye)



