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Message from 
the Head
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CONT...

A half term of partnership, 
sporting success, celebration, 
raising awareness, resilience in 
tests and musical talent. 

Welcome to the Summer 1 
edition of our half-termly Mayfield 
News. It was exciting to be able 
to share the news of our new 
venture working in partnership 
with Salterns Academy Trust 
and the two schools, Admiral 
Lord Nelson and Trafalgar. We 
are already working closely with 
the Trust and have strengthened 
our collaborative working within 
particular subject departments 
across the seniors. Further 
reviews continue to take place to 
help the Trust better understand 
our school, staff, pupils and our 
wider community.  
As we head into the second half of 
the Summer, it is good to reflect 
on the successes of this term 
such as the positive victory for our 

Year 9 boys football team against 
Springfield in the senior boys 
Portsmouth Cup Finals. It was also 
great to celebrate the fact that 
Mayfield reached another senior 
boys Portsmouth Cup with our 
Year 11 team. Although the result 
did not go in our favour, the game 
was a great spectacle, watched by 
many staff, pupils and families, 
cheering on our players who did 
so well to get this far. Our girls 
football team was also successful 
where pupils from years 8, 9, 10 
and 11 won 11 - 0 recently. I look 
forward to sharing how they get 
on in the Portsmouth Cup Semi-
Final against Priory hoping to 
make the Final to end the football 
season on a high. 

It was a pleasure being invited 
to watch the Primary Dance 
Live team perform in the final 
at the Guildhall. The dancing 
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was of a very high standard and 
our team produced an excellent 
display of dance, creativity and 
movement. It was an amazing 
evening and our team thoroughly 
deserved third place. The children 
represented the school excellently 
and they were rightly proud of their 
achievements, as was everyone 
who went to cheer them on. Both 
our senior and primary teams are 
already thinking about next years’ 
event.

It is definitely turning out to be a 
very successful year for our sports 
and dance teams.

In addition to the success, we had 
much celebration. In the build 
up to the King’s Coronation, our 
primary pupils celebrated the 
significant event in style with an 
outdoor street party. The field 
by the main entrance was full of 
pupils dressed in red, white and 
blue with handmade crowns. 
The pupils enjoyed their cake 
and squash, sang the National 
anthem, and ended the afternoon 
with a very loud version of ‘Sweet 
Caroline’! It was also interesting 
to hear pupils’ views about the 
Coronation after the Bank holiday 
weekend.
                                                                                                                              
The importance of raising 
awareness of anxiety and mental 

health was highlighted during 
Mental Health Awareness Week. 
Pupils and staff across the school 
thought about ways in which they 
can help themselves, and each 
other, if they are feeling anxious. 
It was also great to see so many 
people showing their support by 
wearing their green ribbons and 
primary pupils and staff dressed in 
a variety of shades of green. This 
support saw us raise £351.48 for 
the Mental Health Foundation. 

This time of the year for schools has 
seen pupils across the Key stages 
taking tests. The first being Year 6 
who took their statutory KS2 tests. 
This led into the Year 2 statutory 
KS1 tests and now the Year 11 
GCSE exams. The pupils across the 
school have been demonstrating 
a positive attitude and great 
resilience to do their best and 
apply their knowledge. They have 
supported each other immensely, 
whether that be a handshake, a 
good luck, or a fist pump. There 
is a sense of togetherness when 
we all understand the pressures 
that we and others may face. As 
a result, pupils have shown care, 
empathy, and thoughtfulness and 
have approached these tests with 
increased confidence.

Taking advantage of the 
CONT...
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complimentary breakfast and bagels every morning, has definitely been 
a welcomed boost. 

Lastly, to end the week, our amazing musicians from across the school 
provided an evening of musical entertainment from playing the piano 
to singing to playing the guitar to drumming. Each performance was 
incredible and demonstrated the confidence of all our children. I left 
the evening feeling lifted and inspired.

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone, including our fabulous 
team of staff who have helped in and supported the events which have 
taken place this half term.

Mr A Howard
Headteacher 
Mayfield School



Message from 
the Head of 
Seniors

We have had a very busy Summer 1 half-term. So many of the things 
that the Senior section have undertaken have been sent out to you 
every week on the Mayfield Messenger. We have had DoE practice 
walks, football finals, careers events, a visiting artist and an awful 
lot of exams - to name just a few of the things we have run alongside 
“normal” school!

CONT...
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I have continued to run Hot 
Chocolate Friday.

The nominations this half-term 
have been:

Victory - Tilly-Marie, Daniel, Joel, 
Gracie, Holly, Daniel, Millie and 
Charles

Discover - Woody, George, Evie, 
Dollie, Sofia, Lottie, George, 
Leontas-Rose and Megan

Intrepid - Bella Mae, Ada, Ricardo, 
Evelyn, Sara, Amandeep, Sama, 
Nicole, Max, Darcie and Callum

Endeavour - Daniel, Grace, Avani, 
Mason, Eesha, Ami, Evie and 
Amelia

I asked the Heads of House to 
select pupils who always do the 
right thing - and they were an 
absolute joy to spend time with.

The Senior Section celebrated the 
Coronation with cakes in tutor 
time and a royal quiz - thank you 
to Lenny and Jamie for helping 
to deliver the cakes to the tutor 
groups.

7
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This half-term, I have been in 
many lessons and just want to 
share a few gems I have seen 
with you.

 I was honoured to be called to 
judge in a Year 7 Geography 
lesson where the formation of 
stacks was being modelled in 
Lego!

Year 8 have been enjoying food 
in their technology rotation this 
half-term. I was with 8B when 
they made pasta-bake and was 
very impressed at how hard they 
worked - I hope they tasted as 
good as they looked when they 
got home to be eaten!

I would like to extend a thank you 
to both Mr Clark-Lyons and Mr Tite 
who ran a literacy information 
evening for us this half-term. 
Thank you to all the parents and 
carers who came along to find 
out about the GL Exact testing we 
will be running with the pupils. 
The information will have come 
out to you on ClassCharts. It was 
a great evening with some lovely 
examples of literacy across the 
Senior Section on display.

CONT...



By the time I write the next one of these, Year 11 will have finished 
Mayfield. Exams will be done, leavers assembly and Prom will just be 
memories. I want to take this opportunity to wish every one of them the 
very best for the exams - they will be awesome!

As a thank you to our Senior Prefect team I had them for Hot Chocolate 
this week- thank you to Jamie, Lenny, Emily and Oliver for being great 
role models for all of the Mayfield pupils. 

Miss L Hillier
Head of Seniors
Mayfield School
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Endeavour

House News

This term Endeavour have been focusing on our local community to 
build a positive relationship and help others.

It has been our charity week with many events taking place including 
a sunflower sale for Primary pupils and a Bake sale for seniors. There 
is also a football tournament for year 7 taking place on Tuesday 

23rd May. Endeavour house 
have chosen to raise money for 
Rowans Hospice who provide 
end of life care.

The great news is that Endeavour 
are leading the House Cup 
standing, hopefully we can keep 
this going so we can pick up the 
cup at the end of the year.

Our Restorative Champions 
mentoring group have started 
to plan some ideas they have on 
how to improve our community 
ethos further.

Miss Hutchinson
10



Victory
House News

It has been a busy summer term in Victory house. This month we have 
been driving our resilience with badges presented in Assembly and a 
big push on uniform standards. Thank you to all our pupils and their 
families for support on this drive to raise standards. 

We also rewarded our Year 10 students, to celebrate their excellent 
career interviews. They were recognized for their confidence. 

Have a great half term to all Victory pupils!

Mr Denford and Mr Browning
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Discovery
House News

This term has been a good term for Discovery as we have been 
pushing the Responsible badges with the students. Responsibility 
includes taking ownership of equipment and learning as well as 
showing positive behaviours around the school. We want to say 
a huge congratulations to Jadesola O, George S, Daria D, Kristina 
D, Dollie P, Daisy K, Cruz S, Alicia B, Katherine H and Jessica Q for 
being recognised on numerous occassions for their responsibility. 
They will all receive their badges in the final assembly of the term.  

As a House we are currently looking forward to the final half term 
at Mayfield school where we are able to focus on the Summer Fete 
and preparations for Sports Day. We want to ensure that we are 
continuing to push to be the best we can be. We have an upcoming 
reward event in school for those who are above 95% green on their 
Class Charts and will notify those students in due course. 

Mr Flores
12



Intrepid
House News

There have been some excellent 
examples of achievement in and 
out of school this half term for the 
Intrepid house. A great example 
of achievement outside of school 
is with Summer Collins in Year 9 
who completed a 20 mile walk 
to raise money for the Anthony 
Nolan Charity!  

Well done to Millie B, Mari P, 
Montgomery L, Caitlin D, Ronnie 
C, Sama B, Francesca O, Daisy Y 
and Zachary W for receiving the 
responsible badge in assembly 
this week after being identified as 

13Mr Gardner

a member of Intrepid house who 
is consistently responsible around 
school! 

Since our last news letter, the 
Intrepid team have held their first 
primary-senior buddy meeting. 
The purpose of these meetings is 
to further grow the link between 
primary and senior pupils. A 
group of year 6 primary pupils 
were paired with a group of senior 
Intrepid pupils  for some ice-
breaker activities. We look forward 
to holding our next meeting before 
half-term! 



During the house assemblies all secondary pupils had a talk from a 
member of our extended community who is a solicitor. He talked about 
his pathway to this career and role and responsibilities of the job. He was 
informative and has offered his time to come back and run a mock trial 
with pupils who are interested in this industry in the Autumn term.  

Year 11 pupils have had the University of Portsmouth in for a talk about 
their futures post 18 and to think about degree apprenticeships and the 
aspiration of attending university. 

Year 10 pupils have had assemblies from Havant and South Downs College 
and City Of Portsmouth College about their taster days next half term. 
They have selected their choices and more information will be coming 

Events

14

Senior

Careers Talks



Senior - Events

Mrs Denford
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out on class charts about these trips.

Year 9 pupils have had a talk from HTP, an apprenticeship provider about 
what they offer and what an apprenticeship is all about. More resources 
about apprenticeships can be found at Amazing Apprenticeships 
(amazingapprenticeships.com).

Year 8 pupils have had two talks: one from a member of the extended 
community who was a nurse and has transferred to teaching at COPC. 
The second was from Steve Willis Training Centre who specialise in gas, 
electrical and plumbing apprenticeships. Both gave the pupils informative 
information about a variety of careers options, raising their awareness of 
the opportunities they have for when they leave Mayfield School. 

Artist Workshop with HSDC 

Some of our Year 9 pupils had the opportunity to have Mark Kellett, who 
is an art lecturer at Havant College, come into school to deliver an art 
workshop with them. He is also a practicing artist and has exhibited 
work in the local area. This was a great chance for our pupils to meet a 
local artist and gain some inspiration! Mark is leading on some artwork 
for the ‘PortsFest’ Arts Show this summer and the work he asked the 
Year 9s to create will go towards a piece that he is creating for the festival 
that will be exhibited at Hilsea Lido in June. This has given the pupils a 
great opportunity to have some of their own artwork displayed in the 

community, so keep an eye for the work next month!

Mrs Denford



Senior - Events

Tech Truck: HSDC Visit - 10th 
May 2023 
On Wednesday 10th May, we had the tech truck visit for pupils from Year 
5 - 10.

The pupils got to look at a 3D Printer and see items being printed out.  

They also got to use the virtual reality headsets and explore how these 
work and play some problem solving games using them.

Mrs Denford

They also got to use the holo lens 
and explore some activities using 
these. The pupils also got to use 
the Xbox to fly a plane and there 
were laptops using coding games. 
The pupils really enjoyed this and 
got to think about the future types 
of careers and how this tech could 
be used. It was a great opportunity 
to see what the world of work may 
look like in the future and current 
developments in the tech industry.

The pupils were really responsible 
and respectful to the organisers. 
The organisers said our pupils 
were all engaged and took part 
asking great questions.

16
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Friends Of 
Mayfield

The FOM are your school PTA 
and we are a group of parents 
and community members who 
volunteer our time to run events for 
our community to enjoy and raise 
money to spend on things that the 
school budget doesn't quite stretch 
to.

Thanks to the support of our school 
community, this year we have 
been able to pay for three author 
visits, wellbeing activities, and our 
fabulous new playground markings 
and height chart. We can only fund 
things like this with the support of 
our community to help organise, 
supervise and attend these events. 

We are always looking for new 
ideas, volunteers and committee 
members, if this is something 
you are interested in please do 
get in touch on FOM@mayfield.
portsmouth.sch.uk.

So far this term we have held a 
community quiz night and four  

discos for Years R, 1, 2, 3 and 
4 and provided refreshments 
for community and parents 
information evenings. We have 
our Year 5 & 6 discos coming up 
on Thursday 22nd June, tickets will 
go on sale via our ticket selling site 
on Monday 12th June, a link will 
be sent out for this on Class Charts 
next half term.

21



Friends Of Mayfield

FOM Summer Fayre is our next big event, it is being held on Wednesday 
12th July 1.30-4.30pm, there will be BBQ, ice-creams, slushies, inflatables 
as well as lots of games and stalls. If you are able to support us on this 
afternoon, please get in touch at the above email address. If you are 
interested in holding a stall at the event please email fomevents22@
gmail.com. School will be closing early on this day to enable our families 
to make the most of this afternoon. Primary will finish at 1.50pm & 
seniors will finish at 1.35pm. Please come along and show your support. 

Mrs Firth

22
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Message from 
the Head of 
Primary

I am finding it difficult to 
comprehend that I am already 
writing my first newsletter 
contribution after having joined 
Mayfield six whole weeks ago!  
I can honestly say I have had 
the most wonderful welcome, 
the pupils have exceeded my 
expectations every day and I 
already feel very much part of a 
winning team.   

We have enjoyed a great deal 
of celebrations and events 
including coming 3rd in the 
Dance Live! Final, Key Stage 
2 SATS Week, ‘Wear It Green 
Day’ to promote the importance 
of positive Mental Health, 
Bikeability and Parents' 
Evening.  One of my favourite 
experiences though has been of 
the King’s Coronation Party and, 
in particular, the impromptu 
singalong to Sweet Caroline by 

staff and children! 

Next half term, we look forward 
to meeting our new Year R and 
Year 3 pupils for their September 
start, welcoming our new Year 
3 pupils who will also join us 
in September, plus our Year 6 
residential and our Friends of 
Mayfield Summer Fete. 

It wouldn’t be possible however to 
end this section without drawing 
attention to Miss Andrews’ 
departure from Mayfield on 9th 
June.  Whilst we know we should 
be excited for her adventures 
ahead, myself, the children and 
the staff will miss her immensely 
and wish her all the very best for 
the future!

Miss R Osbourne
Interim Head of Primary

Mayfield School
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Year R
This half term, the children really 
enjoyed our ‘All Creatures Great 
and Small’ topic. We have explored 
all different animals, from tiny 
insects to Pearl the horse (we 
met her on our farm trip!) The 
Longdown Activity Farm trip was 
certainly a highlight for children 
and staff alike. The children took 
on the roles of farmers and helped 
look after the animals. We bottle 
fed baby goats, held chicks and 
guinea pigs, and then collected 
eggs for the farm shop. I was 
very proud of how polite and well-
mannered our children were, they 
represented Mayfield School so 
well.

We have also welcomed some 
caterpillars into our classroom so 
we can look at how they turn into 
butterflies. 

In our phonics lessons, we have 
continued to recap all the sounds we 
have learned since starting school. 
The children are now growing 
in confidence when it comes to 
reading longer words. We are now 
focusing on writing sentences and 
using capital letters, finger spaces 
and full stops. 

In Maths, we have been exploring 
teen numbers and how the ‘1’ 
represents 10! The children 
have used resources such as 
multilink and Numicon to support 
their understanding of this. We 
then moved on to addition and 
subtraction using the phrase ‘First, 
then, Now’ - ‘First there were 5 
people on the bus, then 2 more 
people get on, now there are 7 
people on the bus!'

We have had lots of fun this half 
term and we look forward to what 
the next half term brings.

25
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The children in year 1 have had an exciting time with our Gardener’s 
World topic this half term. We visited Harold Hillier Gardens where 
we were classifying different trees, made smelly caterpillars, and 
explored pond dipping. We were very excited to catch newts, and 
different creatures in our nets.

In our science lessons we named common plants and trees and were 
able to name and locate the different parts of trees and plants.

Year 1

26
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Year 1

In Maths, we have enjoyed exploring counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, and 
making arrays. We also worked on sharing out equal groups with 
objects and numbers. In literacy we were reading the story 'Jack 
and the Jellybean Stalk.' We worked on extending our sentences 
using 'and,' 'or,' 'because,' exploring sweets and using adjectives to 
describe them to make our sentences more interesting. In phonics we 
have been reviewing our phase 3 and 5 sounds and working hard to 
recognise them in real and alien words ready for our phonic screening 
assessment in Summer 2.

Finally, the children in the Turtle class presented an amazing assembly 
to their parents, which showed what we have been learning in Year 1 
this term. 

27
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Year 2
In Year 2, the children have enjoyed their topic of ‘Animals and their 
Habitats.’ We have been finding out all about microhabitats and why 
different creatures live there. We even found some microhabitats on 
our playground!

The children enjoyed their exciting morning making delicious jam 
sandwiches, before reading the book ‘The Disgusting Sandwich’ and 
then designing their own! Some children even made their ‘disgusting’ 
sandwiches in the garden at home! In maths, we have been looking at 
finding fractions of amounts and understanding time.

The children loved celebrating the Coronation of King Charles III. They 
had a fantastic time creating their own crowns and being royalty for the 
day!

As a year group we have really been enjoying our My Happy Mind sessions 
and have been practising applying these skills together. We have been 
working on solving problems together, taking turns and working as a 
team.

28
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Year 3
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Year 3 have really enjoyed their ‘Inventors’ topic this term. We started 
the term by continuing our learning about the Romans with a specific 
focus on the inventions that the Romans brought to Britain and were 
fascinated to find out about all of the different items.

In Science, we learned how many inventions used magnets and spent 
lots of time using magnets to find out which things are magnetic or 
non-magnetic and how magnets work.  At the end of our topic, as part 
of our DT unit, we invited parents in to our ‘Crazy Invention fair’ to show 
them inventions that the children had designed and made.

CONT...



Year 3

In English, we have been learning about writing using direct speech and 
have enjoyed writing a mini story about Tuffy the Killer Cat.

In Maths, we have been measuring in grams and kilograms and have 
been reading scales which are numbered and unnumbered.

We also really enjoyed celebrating the King’s coronation by making our 
very own Royal crowns. 

We were also really lucky to have a visitor on Roman day who was 
dressed as a Roman soldier and could bring their learning to life. 
The children really enjoyed finding out new facts about the Romans, 
completing Roman themed role play, making aquaducts and trying on 
some Roman armour themselves.

30
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The children in Year 4 have had a fantastic start to the summer term. 
The first week back, the children completed a sponsored run, in aid of 
the earthquake appeal. It was great to see the entire cohort running 
and being physically active – all for a good cause.  It was an event that 
was enjoyed by all.

Year 4

This half term also saw the start of 
swimming lessons in Year 4. Once 
a week, on a Thursday, the children 
attended lessons at  Mountbatten. 
It was enjoyed by all and a real 
weekly highlight. Many of our 
children became more confident in 
the water as the weeks progressed.

In the summer term, in English, the 
children have been looking at the 
classic children’s book, The Twits 
by Roald Dahl. The children were 
very engaged with the book and 
loved writing about the horrible, 
ugly characters and using some 
amazing descriptive language. The 
work produced was very neat and 
our focus on handwriting is really 
paying off.

Maths, this half term, has had the 
focus on times tables. The children 
have worked very hard at learning 
their tables and using Rock Stars 
both in school and at home. In 
Science, the children had fun 
building circuits and carrying out 
investigations. We had some real 
‘light bulb’ moments in our lessons.

Mr Head
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This half-term, Year 5 have enjoyed learning about the British Monarchy 
through our topic: Who’s Got the Power. The children explored the 
concepts of absolute and constitutional monarchy before learning about 
key time frames. They attempted their own versions of the Magna Carta, 
how the Civil War changed the power of monarchs and how the nation 
has been influenced by invasions since William the Conqueror.

The children enjoyed discussing the concept of power and how it can 
be manipulated in their writing unit on Romeo and Juliet. They explored 
how Shakespeare used themes in his writing and how modern day films 
and books are often based around his work.

Year 5

32
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Year 5

In Science, the children have been learning about living things and their 
life cycles, before using their analytical skills to compare and contrast 
different examples. Their knowledge of living things was also used in 
their explanation text, where they explored a fictional video of giraffes 
diving into a swimming pool.

The childrens' maths has been focused on decimals, and fractional 
equivalence. They have enjoyed using their knowledge of times tables 
in different contexts and growing in confidence in their mathematical 
abilities.

Year 5 also greatly enjoyed undertaking their Bikeability training and 
were excellent ambassadors to the school in passing the assessments- 
well done and great job Team 5!

Mr Newsam
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Year 6
Year 6 have had an incredibly busy 
half-term but have taken every 
week in their stride. The first half 
involved preparing the children 
for their end of KS2 tests whilst 
continuing our learning about 
the Ancient Egyptians. During 
SATS week they were a credit to 
Mayfield School and all the staff 
involved in this process were 
extremely complimentary about 
the determination and effort the 
children put into these tests.

We have enjoyed planning, 
designing and creating our 
Egyptian death masks, alongside 
learning about the life of Cleopatra 
and her journey to power.

In science, we have been learning 
about light, and the unique 
properties it has. The children 
were particularly curious about 
why light cannot bend around 
corners and planned and carried 
out a variety of tests to explore 
this phenomenon.

In English, the children have 
enjoyed starting their new reading 
book ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ 
and are excited to see how this 
fantastic story unfolds. They 
have also been practising their 
letter writing and using a range 
of devices to engage the reader 
with their choice of language and 
vocabulary.

Mr Davies
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School Calendar
First day back after May Half-Term: Monday 5th June 2023

May Half-Term: Monday 21st July 2023 - Thursday 31st August 2023

35

June
5th June Year 11 adjusted revision 

timetable starts
6th June Primary School Nurse Clinic

6th June Year 4 Multiplication tables check

7th June Unloc/Verizon Changemakers trip 
(selected 8, 9 and 10)

7th June Year 7 Camp Parents Evening

8th June Protsmouth Tennis Tournament

8th June Year R Parents' Induction Meeting

12th June Year 3 Parents' Induction Meeting

12th, 14th, and 26th 
June

Year 5 Class trips to River 
Wellington

13th June Year 2 Southampton SeaCity 
Museum trip

13th June Meet the Headteacher Community 
Event

13th and 15th June Mardi Gras Movement Workshop 
(selected)

19th to 21st June Year 6 Residential

19th June Year 6 Gunwharf Activity Day

19th June Seahourse Class Assembly

20th June Portsmouth Quadkids Tournament

21st June HSDC College Taster Day

22nd and 29th June Geography Field Trips
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School Calendar

June
22nd June Friends of Mayfield Year 5 and 6 

Discos
23rd June Inset Day

23rd June Year 11 Leavers Assembly

23rd and 24th June Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
Expedition

26th June Endeavour and Intrepid House 
Presentation Evening

26th June Discovery and Victory House 
Presentation Evening

27th June Portsmouth Quadkids Tournament

27th June Year R Showcase

28th June STEM trip to National 
Oceanography Centre

28th June Atlantic Class Assembly

29th June Final week of Year 4 swimming 
lessons

29th June Mardi Gras Carinval

30th June Primary Sports Day

July
3rd and 4th July Portsmouth Transitions Days

3rd July Portsmouth College Taster Day

4th July Year 7 Parents' Induction Meeting

6th July Enterprise Reward Trip to New 
Forest Water Park

6th July Year 11 Prom
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School Calendar

For more updates and information, 
follow us on our Social Media pages 

and visit our website at;

mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk

mayfield_school

mayfieldschool

Mayfield School

July
10th July Aegan Class Assembly

w/b 10th July Senior Section Activites Week

11th July Primary School Nurse Clinic

11th July Year 2 End of KS1 Celebration 
Performance

12th July Friends Of Mayfield Summer Fayre

13th July Senior Section Sports Day

13th July Portsmouth Music Hub Prom

14th July Little Sunbeams Graduation

17th July End of Year Reports sent home

17th to 20th July Year 7 Camp in New Forest

18th July Year 6 End of KS2 Celebration 
Performance

21st July Early School Closure

August
24th August GCSE Results Day


