
Mayfield School 
News

Summer 2 2023 Issue 



Contents
•	MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD......................................................3

•	MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SENIORS...............................7

•	HOUSE NEWS...........................................................................11

       Endeavour..............................................................................11
       Victory.....................................................................................12
       Discovery................................................................................14
       Intrepid...................................................................................16

•	SENIOR EVENTS........................................................................20

        Year 10 College Days..........................................................20
        Assemblies...........................................................................21
        Moving Forwards..................................................................22

•	MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF PRIMARY............................24

        Year R....................................................................................26
        Year 1....................................................................................27
        Year 2....................................................................................29
        Year 3....................................................................................31
        Year 4....................................................................................33
        Year 5....................................................................................35
        Year 6....................................................................................37

•	CALENDAR.................................................................................38



Message from 
the Head
Dear Parents and Carers,

As I write to you for the last time 
this academic year, I would like to 
reflect on what a challenging, but 
exceptional year it has been. This 
has included an Ofsted visit within 
the first 8 weeks, a return of face-
to-face parent and carer meetings, 
a reflective Remembrance 
Assembly where all pupils across 
the school came together, our 
memorable Year R nativity, the 
phenomenal Addam’s Family 
performance, our first community 
carols around the tree, successful 
performances in Dance Live – 
including a 3rd place overall 
for our primary team, football 
successes across all phases, first 
place in the enterprise events, 
the King’s coronation celebration, 
presentation events, the 
community spirit of the Summer 
Fayre, residential trips, and so 
much more. 

It has been exciting to be able to 
see just how much our children 

gain from these memorable 
experiences. 

Most recently, we have had two 
exceptional sports days – one in 
Primary and one in seniors. These 
events have been incredibly 
successful and gave our young 
people many opportunities to 
participate in a variety of activities 
with their peers, working on their 
communication, resilience and 
providing them with the element 
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of competition. It was commented 
by our senior staff that “Our Sports 
Days had the best atmosphere of 
any they can remember…” as staff 
and students enjoyed a day of 
healthy competition between the 
Houses.

Firstly, I want to thank Mr Browning 
and Mr Reid who planned, co-
ordinated and led the events 
across both days. This takes a lot 
of work, and they did an amazing 
job. Also, I would like to thank each 
member of staff who helped make 
both days run smoothly, providing 
encouragement to all pupils to 
‘dig deep’ and do their absolute 
best. It was also great to see such 
great relationships between staff 
and the young people, particularly 
at the Mountbatten Centre which 
would have been a new experience 
for our year 7 pupils.

This half term it was a pleasure 
to meet our new children and 
their parents/carers in year R, 3 
and 7 and share the journey that 
they will now take whilst being 
part of our Mayfield community. 
It was also exciting to see them 
all return during the citywide 
transition and enjoy the 2 days. 
The children made an excellent 
first impression– and they are 
now all aware of the school motto, 
Believe. Achieve. Succeed. 

In seniors, it was great to interview 
the current year 10 pupils who 
were shortlisted for the role of head 
prefect. The standard was high 
and I was particularly impressed 
with their confidence, attitude and 
determination to contribute to the 
improvements of our school. 

Also this half term, the Year 6 
children enjoyed their residential 
and cinema trips and the year 
10 Geography students had an 
amazing experience on a field 
trip. The year 10 students also 
had a great time at college and 
represented themselves and our 
school brilliantly. The feedback 
was incredibly positive from both 
Mayfield staff and staff from 
other schools and the college. The 
students were keen to feedback 
about their experience with lots 
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considering college as the route 
they will be taking. 

The presentation event was 
another great opportunity to 
recognise and celebrate the 
talents, skills and progress that 
our students have made, over the 
year. It was a real pleasure seeing 
the students congratulate each 
other as they received their award. 
You could see that each student 
was proud of their achievement, 
and rightly so. 

As well as our pupils, it was great 
to celebrate staff from across 
Portsmouth schools who had 
been nominated for awards in the 
Teach Portsmouth Awards. The 
awards have become an annual 
event which recognises everyone 
for the contribution they make 
to education. Our Mayfield staff, 
Mrs Denford, Miss Bennett, Miss 
Taylor and Miss Franklin, were all 
shortlisted for individual awards. 
Congratulations to all of our team. 

Bringing the final weeks to a 
close, I never thought that within 
one week I could be drenched at 
the summer fayre without being 
prepared with a spare change 
of clothes, then dress as a 
dalmation, compete in the bleep 
test, and assault course, and run 
in the final of the year 7 boys race 

at our Senior Sports Day! 

This half term, Year 11 sat their 
GCSE exams and demonstrated 
resilience and hard work 
throughout the exam period. 
Following this, it was great to 
see so many of the Year 11 
students return to celebrate, not 
only the end to their schooling 
and GCSE exams, but the last 5 
years of secondary education in 
the leavers’ assembly. I’ve only 
had the pleasure of knowing 
them for one academic year, but 
in that time I’ve absolutely loved 
getting to know them, and getting 
glimpses of the fantastic adults 
that they are going to move on to 
become.
  CONT...
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As well as saying farewell to 
our Year 11 students, it is this 
time of year when we also say 
goodbye and thank you to some 
of our staff for their hard work 
and dedication during their time 
with us at Mayfield School. On 
your behalf, I wish them all every 
success in their chosen futures 
and hope that they will always 
feel a sense of belonging to our 
Mayfield Family. We know that 
they will all go on and do great 
things.

Mr A Howard
Headteacher 
Mayfield School

There is no doubt that it has 
been a year full of challenges, 
but I would like to reiterate the 
previous message from the CEO 
of Salterns Academy Trust “…
the Mayfield School community 
has demonstrated it is strong 
and resilient, providing the firm 
foundations needed as it strives 
to become a thriving, successful 
school once again.” The resilience, 
talent, and hard work of our 
school community has meant we 
have come through the school 
year with so much to be proud of 
yet recognise that there is much 
work to be done. Our incredible 
students continue to inspire 
us and show us we are right to 
Believe. Achieve. Succeed.

Lastly, I just want to thank you all 
for your support this year, it has 
been very much appreciated. We 
are all looking forward to seeing 
you all again at the start of the 
next academic year. I wish you 
all a relaxing and restful summer 
holiday with your child/ren.

Yours sincerely,
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Message from 
the Head of 
Seniors

Another very busy half-term for all the Seniors -  current and prospective! 

Year 11 completed their final exams and we gathered to say a Mayfield 
goodbye to them at their Leavers Assembly on 23rd June. Their last 
event with us was at the Prom on 3rd July at The Queens Hotel. We 
were very lucky with the weather that night and everyone involved 
had a lovely time. We will see them again ono Thursday 24th August 
to collect their GCSE results.

CONT...
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On 3rd and 4th July, we had our Transition Days when our starting 
in September Year 7 spent two days with us, getting to know their 
way around and meeting key people. Having met most of the young 
people in their Year 6 settings, it was wonderful to then see them at 
Mayfield. They settled in very well and the feedback from both the 
pupils and their parents was very positive. Thank you to all the parents 
who were able to attend our soggy Transition evening on 4th July and 
thank you to our Heads of House who enjoyed the opportunity to start 
building relationships with the families who are joining their House.

On Monday 26th June we announced our Prefect team for 2023-
2024. 

Our Head prefects are J-Mari and Jessica and our Deputy Head Prefects 
are Megan and Tilly. It was the strongest field we have ever had, and 
I am looking forward to the positive influence the whole prefect team 
will have in the coming year.

8



9

As you know from our weekly email 
update, Year 10 have attended 
two college taster days this half-
term so are well set up to make 
wise choices for their next steps.

This half-term, we ran our first 
activities week - what a lot of 
things went on!  

Monday and Friday were activities 
- run by staff and opted into 
by pupils. From Dinosaur Day, 
Performing Arts Day, Maths and 
Art through Come Dine with me 
and knitting, there was a huge 
array of choice. Thank you to the 
staff who ran these- a lot of pupils 
enjoyed these opportunities very 
much.

Tuesday was Rewards Day for 
those pupils who had 75% or 
more green on their ClassCharts 
pie chart. A large number of pupils 
went off-site to places including 
Paultons Park, but there were also 
activities offered onsite for those 
who might prefer it. This day went 
very well indeed. We are going to 
look at increasing the qualifying % 
next year and will communicate 
the criteria for qualifying for next 
year's Reward day to the pupils in 
September.

CONT...



Wednesday was all about community. Time was spent in tutor groups 
preparing for the following day and then there were opportunities to give 
something back to the school community - working with primary, helping 
the site team, Bee Kind activities or giving back to the wider community 
with a litter pick in the local area. Wednesday was topped off with the 
awesome School Fayre - thank you to everyone who came and supported 
this.

Miss L Hillier
Head of Seniors
Mayfield School
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And finally, Thursday was our 
Sports Day. Last year was great 
but this year, Mr Reid added an 
opening ceremony which set the 
tone for a fabulous event. All the 
pupils took part and gained points 
for their Houses. Well done to all 
who took part.

In this final week, we still have Year 7 camp - I hope the weather is kind to 
the pupils and staff and look forward to hearing all about their adventures. 
Back in school we will end the year with the House Cup assemblies on 
Friday, with the Senior pupils being dismissed at 12:35pm. 

I wish you all a very restful Summer and I look forward to welcoming Year 
7 and Year 11 at 8:30am on Wednesday 6th September with the other 
year groups coming back on Thursday 7th September at 8:30am.



Endeavour

House News

Endeavour have been busy this term, having fun and enjoying a variety 
of activities to celebrate being part of a community. We have also 
celebrated good behaviour and have continued to build a positive 
ethos. Over the past week, we have been rewarding pupils with good 
attendance with ice poles during tutor time. Pupils have also been 
out on reward trips, enjoying their chosen activities and we had a 
fantastic Sports Day and we cannot wait to hear the results in our 
celebration assembly on Friday.
 
We also have fantastic news that from our Charity week on the 15th 
May, Endeavour managed to raise £398.48 for the Rowan's Hospice. 

This is a fantastic amount for our 
charity week, and our support is 
truly appreciated and will make 
a real difference.

We sadly said goodbye to our year 
11's, we wish them all the best 
for the future and look forward 
to seeing them on results day.
Lastly we would like to wish 
you all a fantastic summer and 
will be ready for a fresh start in 
September.

11Miss Hutchinson



Victory
House News

This has been a great term for Victory House with a high percentage of 
pupils achieving 75% and above on their positive achievement points. 
This enabled them to qualify for our excellent activity programme offered 
this week. It has been awesome to see a great house ethos and full 
engagement by the pupils as they worked hard on their individual tasks 
and how they competed at Sports Day. It was an honour to be chosen to 
be the lead House on the Sports Day opening ceremony and then set such 
a high standard with both our athletic and team sports performances. 
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House News

At the end of term, we have to say goodbye to a few Victory staff who have 
been a huge influence on our pupils over recent years. Firstly, we would 
like to wish Mr Batchelor (V1 Tutor) and Mr Tufnall (V7 Tutor) the very 
best in their new schools. Mrs Drudge has been a long-standing Victory 
tutor and a huge support to the drive of our house, and we wish her well 
in her new ventures. Finally, we say goodbye to Mr Browning, our House 
Deputy and a previous tutor since the house system began. He is leaving 
for another school and to become Head of Year. Good luck to all - you'll 
always be Victory House.

Mr Denford and Mr Browning
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Discovery
House News

Well, we have all made it and here in Discovery House it has been 
an eventful end of year. Saying goodbye to our year 11’s at their 
prom was both a sad and happy opportunity. Happy as it was great 
to see the students enjoying themselves together and spending 
the last time as a cohort and sad in the fact that we are saying 
goodbye to some positive and influential young people. We wish 
them all well in the future whatever they go on to do.
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House News - Discovery

Sports Day

This year Discovery were geared up and ready for Sports Day. It 
was excellent for Miss Franklin and I to have the opportunity to 
walk around all the tutor groups as they prepared their Sports Day 
flags and banners to show in the new Opening Ceremony. We did 
look amazing and the event really brought the house together. 
A huge thank you goes out to all the tutors and students who 
were showing a real positive competitive nature. The day itself 
was excellent with students ready to go and do their best for their 
house. The face paint topped it off!

Prefects

It gives us great pleasure to be able to mention that the head 
prefects this year all come from Discovery House. This is a huge 
achievement and a very difficult one. The students who wished to 
apply to be a prefect or a captain needed to create a campaign for 
the students and the staff here at school to want to vote for them. 
I want to say a huge congratulations to the following for getting 
the three highest prefectures in the school. 

Jess C – Head Prefect  

J’Mari E – Head Prefect  

Megan J – Deputy Head Prefect 

Abi I – Performing Arts Captain  

Eliza B – Performing Arts Captain 

Lily M – Drama Captain 
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House News - Discovery

Well done Discovery. This is something I hope that our Year 9s 
into 10s will be thinking about doing next year. The bar has been 
raised.  

Looking forward to September we have been taking on board the 
suggestions made by the Discovery Student Council Reps and 
will be adding in more opportunities for us to come together as a 
house as well as making the tutor times more competitive. This is 
something that the students have been asking for to enable us to 
continue both the ‘family’ ethos of the house as well as bring out 
the best of the competition. 

Mr Flores
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Intrepid
House News

It has been another busy half term for Intrepid house, in and out of 
school! We’re starting our newsletter by giving a massive shout out 
to two of our Intrepid teaching team who have set an example to us 
all with some outstanding achievements outside of School. Our very 
own Head of House, Mrs Reid, completed an Ironman on one of the 
toughest courses in the country. This consists of a 2.4 mile swim, 
112 mile bike ride followed by a 26.2 mile run! The sacrifice this has 
taken place outside of school whilst heading up our house in school 
is an inspiration and shows anything is possible if we’re committed, 
work hard and have a positive mindset!

16
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House News - Intrepid

Moving onto pupil achievement this 
half term. Our senior buddies met 
with their primary link just before Year 
6 transition, the pupils conducted 
themselves in an impeccable way 
and used the meeting as a chance 
to discuss the year 6’s moving on 
into secondary. The senior primary 
buddy group has also grown beyond 
Intrepid house with pupils from all 
houses meeting to further grow the 
link between primary and secondary 
at Mayfield. We look forward to this 
continuing into next academic year!

Our next staff achievement from 
team Intrepid is with Mr Clark-
Lyons who has also completed an 
amazing physical feat by running 
an ultra-marathon which is a 
100km run! Yet another example 
of relentless commitment that 
can act as an inspiration to us all! 

CONT...
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House News - Intrepid

Whilst welcoming in our new prefects who will soon be Year 11, this 
meant we had to sadly say goodbye to our current Year 11s. It was 
lovely seeing so many of you at the leavers assembly. Good luck for 
results day in August! The whole of Intrepid and Mayfield wish you all 
the best on the next stage of your journey!

We are proud to welcome our new team of prefects! This is a great 
responsibility and we are delighted to have such a wonderful team of 
pupils leading our house next year as they move into year 11. Please 
see the picture below of our new team.
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House News - Intrepid

Sports day was a wonderful 
day this year and everyone 
participated so well, the opening 
ceremony created a wonderful 
atmosphere and Intrepid house 
made some excellent banners 
for it! Thank you to Mr Reid for 
organising such a great event! 
See some pics below of Intrepid’s 
march on the opening ceremony.

We would like to end our 
newsletter by celebrating the 
fantastic achievement of over 40 
of our senior section pupils who 
have finished the year with 100% 
green wheels on ClassCharts! This 
is a great accomplishment and we 
are proud of all of you who have 
worked so consistently hard all 
year! 

Mr Gardner
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Year 10 have had a variety of assemblies about their College Taster days 
and then have had the opportunity to attend two local providers for these 
days. They had a taster day at Havant and South Downs College (HSDC) 
and City of Portsmouth College (COPC). 

The evaluations show the pupils loved the chance to get to experience at 
the providers and are more informed about their options and choices for 
post-16 next year. We look forward to seeing where their passions take 
them after Mayfield!

Events

20

Senior

Year 10 College Taster Days

Mrs Denford



There have been a variety of information and awareness assemblies for 
different year groups this term. After listening to pupils feedback, we have 
had House Assembly this term with a Careers Focus from a member of 
our community who is a Lawyer sharing his journey and what his career 
choice is like. He has offered to run a mock trial for pupils interested in 
the Autumn term so look out for this!

Other Assemblies have included HTP Independent Technical and 
Apprenticeship Provider for Year 9 Awareness Talk, Steve Willis Training 
provider raising awareness of Gas, Electrical and Plumbing courses and 
careers for Year 8. Year 8 have also had a member of the community 
attend to talk about their career journey as a Nurse to teaching at a local 
provider.

Year 11 had an assembly by the National Citizen service about their 
offers post-16 and a talk from the University of Portsmouth about degree 
apprenticeships thinking about their further and higher-level aspirations!

Assemblies

Mrs Denford
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Senior - Events

Year 11 pupils have now left, and we wish them luck in their chosen Post-
16 destination. We look forward to hearing and seeing what you get up to 
in September, please send any images to careers@mayfield.portsmouth.
sch.uk in your new destinations. 

We look forward to the  autumn term and all the exciting events that will 
take place.

After evaluations from parents/carers we are planning on running a 
parent/carer event on looking at options pathways at post-16 to help 
inform you to help support future decision for your child, look out for 
ClassCharts notifications about this later next term. 

22

Moving Forwards...

Get Involved

If you feel you would like to get involved, please email 
careers@mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk to express your interest! 

Thank you – Careers and Enterprise Team at Mayfield! 
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Message from 
the Head of 
Primary

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have had a whirlwind of a half 
term and I am very proud of the 
way all of our pupils have with 
such a positive attitude enjoyed 
the days of transition to spend 
time with their new classes and 
teachers! 

Sports Day was a joy, and it was 
great to see children engaging 
in activities that challenged 
them beyond their weekly PE 
lessons.  Primary would like to 
extend a great big thank you 
to Mr Browning and the senior 
team for organising and making 
this such a fantastic experience 
for our pupils.  Next year we will 
make this event even bigger, 
inviting our parents to join us so 
you can all witness the friendly 
competition firsthand!  Our 
class flags that were made for 

the occasion have become a 
somewhat precious addition to 
Primary and we will be preserving 
these to hang proudly in our 
classrooms next year.

24



Our Year 6 Grittleton House 
Residential, our End of Year 2 
and 6 Performances, our Class 
Assemblies, the Year 5 River 
Trips, swimming lessons and 
the help from our Year 11 pupils 
in Primary during Activities 
Week have all been experiences 
that the children and staff will 
remember with affection well 
beyond the summer, and we are 
all very motivated to plan more 
exciting opportunities for your 
children next academic year. 

The team are desperately sad 
to be saying goodbye to some 
of our amazing staff members: 
Miss Blendulf, Mr Baptiste, Miss 
Hall, Miss Hull and Miss Bennett 
who are all moving on to exciting 
new challenges and locations in 
September. Mrs Driscoll will also 
be taking some time out from 
September to look after her new 
arrival, and we wish everyone all 
the love and luck in the world 
and hope they stay in touch!   

Equally, we are very much looking 
forward to welcoming Mrs Bates 
to Year R, Miss Lawry to Year 1 
and Miss Farmer to Year 3. A big 
welcome also to Mrs Jeram, Mrs 
Hardy and Ms Greenfield who 

will be joining as members of 
our support team. Miss Williams 
will also be returning to join the 
Year 5 team in September after 
having had a ‘rest’ on maternity 
leave. 

Well done to all the pupils for their 
resilience and determination 
this year. We hope you have 
a magnificent summer break, 
and we look forward to seeing 
you all back and well-rested in 
September!

Miss R Osborne
Head of Primary
Mayfield School
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Year R
What a fun final half term we have had in Year R! The children enjoyed 
Sports Day, transition days, our Mayfield Showcase and art week! Both 
Jellyfish and Seahorse created ‘class banners’ during art week using 
watered down fabric paint and spray bottles to create the effect. The 
children really enjoyed creating their masterpiece! Our topic this half 
term has been ‘Infinity and Beyond’ where we read the story ‘Whatever 
Next’. The story included a bear who imagined an adventure to the 
moon and had a picnic with an owl. The children enjoyed retelling 
this story and talked about what they would do if they went to the 
moon.  We have also been thinking about ‘beyond’ Year R and what the 
children are looking forward to when they become either a Turtle or an 
Octopus! In maths we have been thinking about numbers beyond 20 
and exploring different number patterns. We wish all of our children 
and families a wonderful summer!

Mrs Farrell
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We have had a very exciting Summer 2 term. The children in Year 
1 were very amazed when our library was turned into a castle as 
part of our topic of kings and castles. We went into the library and 
explored our new topic books. The children also enjoyed our Great Fire 
of London day. We learned all about King Charles and the children 
were very excited when we turned their writing pencils into quills. We 
also designed our own Tudor houses, made them and evaluated them 
for our DT lessons. The children were a little bit disappointed that we 
were unable to set fire to them like the Great fire of London.

Year 1

CONT...
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Year 1

In Literacy, we read the book 'How to Catch a Dragon' and wrote our 
own versions, changing the names and what they were going to draw. 
In Maths we learned about money, recognising coins and notes. Time 
where we were able to tell the time for o’clock and half past. 

Mrs Guy
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Year 2
What a fantastic half term we have had in Year 2! The children enjoyed 
Sports Day, an author visit from Iona Rangeley, transition days, the 
Year 2 Performance and art week! Both Dolphins and Seals created a 
‘class flag’ during art week using a range of materials to complete their 
designs and they were very proud of their masterpiece! The children 
have also been re-creating artwork in the style of Henri Rousseau and 
Pablo Picasso using sketching pencils and oil pastels for effect.

Our topic this half term has been 
‘Tragic Titanic’ where we enjoyed 
a memorable trip to the SeaCity 
Museum in Southampton. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the 
guided workshop and discovery 
session, in particular using their 
sense of smell to learn more 
about the different rooms on the 
Titanic! They also dressed up as 
different passengers and crew, 
experimented with water, steered 
the ship, and shovelled the coal. 
The children have applied this 
knowledge to our history and 
geography lessons this half term 
learning more about the Titanic 
voyage and the experiences of 
different classes of passengers.
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In English, they have enjoyed planning and writing their own non-
chronological report on an animal of their choice. We have been very 
impressed with their use of language and interesting facts! As part of our 
‘Tragic Titanic’ topic, the children have also enjoyed writing diary entries 
from the perspective of passengers aboard the Titanic, focusing on how 
they would have felt during this time. The children have been reading 
‘Titanic Survivor’ and applying a range of skills including comprehension, 
prediction, and drama.

In maths, the children have been learning about position and direction and 
measure. They have been finding length and height, mass, temperature, 
volume, and capacity using rulers, scales, and thermometers to estimate 
and measure different units. We have seen some brilliant Maths learning 
this half term!

We wish all our children and families a lovely summer!

30
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Year 3

31

Year 3 have had a fantastic end to their year and have really enjoyed their 
topic called ‘Light after Darkness’. In Science, they have been learning 
all about light and have discovered that light travels in straight lines 
and that dark is the absence of light. They have also looked at how light 
passes through objects and have used the terms opaque, translucent 
and transparent to describe this as well as learning about shadows and 
how they are formed.  They have then used this knowledge, along with a 
text called ‘Escape from Pompeii’ to create shadow puppets to recreate 
the main characters and events from the story.

In English, we have been learning about some traditional tales and have 
been coming up with some alternative endings to some well-known 
stories. The results have been very imaginative!

In Maths, we have been looking at 2D and 3D shapes and have been 
learning to describe them by identifying right angles, horizontal, vertical, 

CONT...



Year 3

parallel and perpendicular lines.  We have also been learning how to tell 
the time to the nearest 5 mins using analogue and digital clocks and 
some of us have even really confidently been able to tell the time to the 
nearest minute. If you get chance during the summer, please do keep 
getting your children to tell you what time it is to give them change to 
practise as much as possible.

We have also had some fantastic community visits this half term. The 
children really enjoyed going to the church to meet Reverend Sam and 
were fascinated by all of the special objects within St Nicholas’  Church.  
Some of our children also went to a local care home as part of ‘Thank 
You Day’ to sing to some of our older community members. Both the 
children and the residents had an absolutely wonderful time.  In both 
cases, all children showed exemplary behaviour and we were incredible 
proud of how well they represented our school.

Mrs Pountain
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The children in Year 4 have had a creative and exciting  summer 2 term. 
It is hard to believe that we have come to the end of another academic 
year but what an amazing year we have had! 

Year 4

              
This half term, we continued to swim in Year 4.  The change in confidence 
was great to see, some of our swimmers did not want to go into the 
water in week one and swimming about, having fun, by the final week.

During the summer 2 term, in English, the children have been looking 
at descriptive language and poetry. We used the weather as inspiration 
and produced some beautiful, well-written work and even artwork too. 
In Maths, this half term, we focused on geometry. It was very exciting 
looking at how shapes and angles influence so much in the real world. 

CONT...
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Mr Head

   
We have enjoyed art this term and been very creative. At the start of the 
term, we created lighthouses using an old crisp tube and our imagination. 
During art week we worked as a team to design and create our class 
flags. All the children contributed to the wonderful, inspirational flags. 
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Year 5 have really enjoyed our rivers topic this half term. We started the 
half term by visiting the River Wallington and tracking its journey from 
its source near Denmead to the river mouth in Fareham. The children 
really enjoyed making sketches of the river and linking it back to their 
learning when they studied a rivers’ course back at school. The children 
have also really enjoyed recapping the water cycle and linking their 
learning to previous topics in Year 4. The children were also able to 
study the artist JM Turner and studied his work on landscapes. They 
then practiced sketching river views before applying their knowledge to 
watercolour images.

Year 5

CONT...
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Year 5

In writing, the children studied the book Tuesday and wrote newspaper 
reports on the incident. They have also enjoyed reading the book 
Orphan’s of the Tide and writing about the main characters in the story.

In Maths, the children have enjoyed looking at perimeter and area. They 
have investigated the links between the two units of measure using 
Cuisenaire rods and linking their knowledge to times tables, too.

Mr Newsam
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Year 6
Year 6 had an action-packed half 
term which started with our trips 
to Grittleton House and Gunwarf. 
The children all had a wonderful 
time, and it was lovely to see 
them relax and enjoy each other’s 
company outside of the school 
grounds. The children showed 
great resilience and teamwork 
when tackling some of the 
many activities they took part in, 
including archery, Jacob’s ladder, 
escape rooms and zorbing, and 
were a credit to Mayfield with their 
impeccable manners and respect 
towards the residential staff.

In English, we worked hard to get 
our writing in top shape for the end 
of year writing moderation and 
spent time choosing our favourite 
pieces of work from the year and 
rewriting them with our newly 
learned skills and knowledge. In 
maths, the children have enjoyed 
creating and running the finances 
of a zoo and practising their 

drawing skills through learning 
about spirals and the ‘golden 
ratio’.

The children have more recently 
been putting their efforts into 
rehearsals for the end of year 
Y6 production, and are looking 
forward to a well-earned Summer 
break before starting Secondary 
school.

Mr Davies
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School Calendar
First day back after Summer Holidays: Wednesday 6th September 2023

October Half-Term: Monday 23rd October 2023 - Friday 31st October 2023
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September
4th September INSET DAY

5th September INSET DAY

6th September School reopens to pupils in 
Primary, Year 7 and 11

7th September School reopens to pupils in Year 8, 
9 and 10

7th September Year 5 Crime and Punishment Day

w/b 11th September GL Exact Reading Tesing

12th September First week of Year 5 swimming 
lessons

12th September Parent and Community Event

15th September Brian Wilkie Scholarship Visit

19th September Nurse Drop-In Session

21st September Meet the Tutor Evening

25th September Cressida Cowell Author Visit

27th September Apprenticeships Fair at Fratton 
Park

October
3rd October Simon Philips Author Visit

5th October Careers Fair
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School Calendar

October
5th October Year 11 Parents Evening

11th October Early Closure for Senior Section

11th October Open Event for Year R, 3 and 7

w/b 16th October BASE Assessments

16th October Year 8 Restart a Heart Day

17th October Primary Parents Evening

17th October School Nurse Drop-In Session

18th October Primary Harvest Festival

19th October Primary Parents Evening

20th October 'Proud to be Pompey' Non-Uniform 
with blue theme in support of the 
Lord Mayor's charity

20th October Year 3 trip to Butser Ancient Farm

For more updates and information, 
follow us on our Social Media pages 

and visit our website at;

mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk

mayfield_school

mayfieldschool

Mayfield School


