Flourish and InspirePage11

Lifelong Learners, Leaders of Change, Lasting Legacy
[image: ][image: ]Meadowbank Messenger 
October 2021



Dear Parents and Carers,
I am delighted to share with you the Meadowbank Messenger, our termly newsletter which was launched prior to the start of the pandemic. During the height of the virus, the Messenger was paused as we focused our attention on other communication systems with our families which gave parents more immediate information. Therefore, we are excited to reintroduce this newsletter to you as we embed further into this new school year.  The Messenger will be published four times per year: close to the start of the school year, Christmas, Easter and at the end of the year. 
[image: ]This school year feels more settled than the past two and we value the opportunity to embrace more active learning with the children, as we know that this is how they learn best and our adults are enjoying working together face to face again, which really enhances effective collaborations. It is lovely to hear children on corridors again and to put out more play equipment. That being said, we are all too aware that Covid is now part of our lives and so our risk assessment stands and safety practices continue to be part of our daily routines. 
Our new staff are enjoying their time in school. Miss Cross and Miss Timmons love being with their classes and our new Admin team Mrs Johnson and Miss Graham are getting to grips with our school systems and supporting school well. You will have the opportunity to talk with each of your child’s teachers when we return to school from the October half term break during our parent/teacher discussions. As we reflected on our pandemic response there were many positives to retain and so there will be a change to the offer for these meetings. Instead of two evenings being available we will offer parents time slots during one evening, Tuesday 2ndNovember, to come into school and meet their child’s teacher face to face. Alternatively, time slots during one school day will also be offered for parents to book a virtual discussion with the teacher if this is their preference. Dates can be found at the end of this booklet and appointments will be booked via Parentmail. If neither of these dates are possible for you please do contact Miss Graham in the office or your child’s class teacher and we will arrange an alternative time for you. We hope to see you all either in school or on a screen. During December we will also welcome back Mrs Cawley and Mrs Adshead from their maternity leave. 
[image: ]Although there is much to celebrate this year attendance continues to be an area that we need to improve upon. When Covid absences and remote learning are removed the number of children who were absent from school for 10%  of their time or more is much higher than it should be and it is important that we have our children with us so that we can support them to move forward from the recent challenges, so that each can Flourish. Please help us to do this by sending your child to school as often as possible.
I hope that you enjoy reading our Messenger and hearing about the learning in school.
Kindest regards and keep well.
Janine Appleton                                 
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Along with our Vision and Mission above everyone in school works towards the same expectations.
We are all:
Successful - we already have many successes that shows we can achieve. 
[image: ]Hopeful - we hope for further successes.
Resourceful – as we are already successful we have the resources to achieve more.
Caring – we are a family who are for each other.                                   
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Foundation Stage One 
New Beginnings!
[image: ][image: ]This half term the children in FS1 have been learning all about where they belong in our community! The children have explored what they love most about themselves, shared photographs and information about their families and even built their own homes using the large construction materials in our outdoor environment! Inspired by our artist of the term, Paul Klee, the children in FS1 have also created beautiful line drawings of their families this half term, making sure to include all of the members of their family – including their pets! We have also worked hard to give back to our community this half term, offering lots of food and drink items to be donated to a local food bank.



[image: C:\Users\jgill\Desktop\IMG_0281.JPG]Foundation Stage Two 
Can you crack the Secret Message?
It has been delightful to see how well our children have started school life and how quickly they have all settled. It has been wonderful to watch them flourish in making new friendships and learning lots of new knowledge and skills.
[image: C:\Users\jgill\Desktop\IMG_0027.JPG][image: C:\Users\jgill\Desktop\IMG_0003.JPG]They were so excited when they found a Secret Message in the classroom and were enthusiastic and confident to express their ideas as to what the message said. Some of the children said; ‘It is a snail’; ‘It has found a witches hat but doesn’t know if it is a nice witch or a nasty witch!’; ‘It needs us to help find the witch – that’s why it’s left us a message’; ‘We need to look for clues!’. The children found more messages in the classroom and even found invisible ones which they had to uncover with magic paint. They collaboratively developed narratives and continued these by writing symbols of their own to create messages for others to find! 
[image: ]‘The witch is stuck at the end of the rainbow - HELP!’ 
[image: C:\Users\jgill\Desktop\IMG_0282.JPG]
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Year One 
The Mysterious World of Year 1!
The children in Year 1 have made a smooth transition from Foundation Stage 2 and it has been wonderful to see how well they have settled into their new environment, they have made us very proud.  We have been very busy discovering and answering our ‘Big Question’ for this half term ‘Who am I?’  The children have thoroughly enjoyed thinking about ‘what makes them special’ and what their ‘hopes and dreams’ are for Year 1 and we were amazed to see how aspirational the children were in their responses.  A highlight for both us and the children was the opportunity to invite a ‘Mystery Reader’ into our classroom, who very kindly came to read some fabulous poems to us, all about our senses.  The children have also enjoyed learning outdoors where they collected some natural materials and used them to make a storyboard, inspired by our class text ‘The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Book.’
[image: P:\1G\IMG_0343.JPG]
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Year Two 
[image: ]World discoveries! 
[image: ]We have been so proud of how Year 2 have begun their school year and have already been busy investigating our big question: ‘Is there more of our world to discover?’ We have immersed ourselves in locating the 7 continents of the world and the 5 oceans, even researching our own facts to answer the questions that our curiosities wanted answers to. We have delved in to explorers from the past, such as Thor Heyerdahl and Christopher Columbus to help us make comparisons about what the explorers achieved and how they discovered new places around our world. In Science, we have embraced the great outdoors to help us understand what animals and plants need to survive and this made us consider how explorers survive when they travel across our world.
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Year Three 
Where is the evidence?
[image: H:\Start of the Year\Display\IMG_0099.JPG][image: C:\Users\kjenkins\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG_4859.JPG][image: T:\Class teacher area\4 Lower Key Stage Two Area\2021-2022\Year 3\Photographs\EDOLL\IMG_4885.JPG]Year 3 have had a wonderful half term exploring prehistoric times, through our big question ‘Where is the evidence?’ They very quickly worked out that it was going to be tricky to find any written or photographic evidence, yet they have shown their ambition as lifelong learners and we now have a few aspiring archaeologists in the year group. Studying the text ‘The Stone Age Boy’ supported the children to understand and ask further questions about life in the Stone Age and write their own adventure stories where the main character was transported back in time. Following this, we read ‘How to wash a woolly mammoth’ and the children wrote their own instructions about how to wash prehistoric animals – they have decided that carefully is a very important adverb! Science lessons have been very practical this half term, investigating the properties of different rocks as well as studying rock formations and using bread and jelly snakes to investigate how fossils are formed.  The children have made a great start to their time in Key Stage 2 and have embraced new opportunities offered, especially ukulele lessons. We can’t wait to see them flourish next half term. 
Year Four
A Jurassic World in Year 4!
[image: ]The children in Year 4 have made a great start to the year by immersing themselves in some fantastic investigation work into the clues left behind by dinosaur fossils and the many theories as to why dinosaurs might have become extinct. They have explored the legacy left by the famous fossil hunter, Mary Anning, and what really killed the dinosaurs- was it an asteroid? A series of super volcanoes? Or an ice age? The Dinoteks: Secret Dinosaur text has acted as a great hook, and their learning around this text has led to the writing of some amazing stories. They really challenged themselves to hook the reader with an effective opening and an ending that keeps the reader in suspense! We certainly have some budding writers among us. In Geography, the students have explored Ordnance Survey maps and located features using grid references. Following this, they got outdoors to plan their own directions for a route around the school. Amongst all of this new learning, the children have impressed us with their super attitude and the way that they have adapted to this new school year. They are excited to explore our new Big Question: Are celebrations important to everybody? and 
where this might take us next half term.
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Year Five 

The Magnificent Maya! 

[image: C:\Users\vmegram\Downloads\IMG_7030.jpg]What a half term it has been! The children have truly immersed themselves into solving our Big Question: ‘How did the Maya get their blood-thirsty reputation?’ We have learnt so much about the way the Ancient Maya lived: the children have loved exploring the culture and daily life of the Maya, delving deep into history to discover how they were influenced by their belief in the gods. The children particularly blew us away with their confident participation in our debate about the Maya partaking in human sacrifices and bloodletting. It was amazing to see each and every child shine as they came out of their comfort zone to showcase their growing Oracy skills; experiences like these really demonstrate how Year 5 will truly be Leaders of Change of the future! The children have explored historical evidence to gain an understanding of why the Maya are recognised as being so intelligent and advanced, exploring the Lasting Legacies left by the ancient civilisation. What will our future half terms bring? We cannot wait to find out! 

Year Six 

Are we the problem?

[image: ]It would appear so! This half term has been an eye opener for the carbon footprint we are leaving behind and it has been great to see the children get so involved in exploring how and why our climate is changing. We have looked deeply at the key issues our world is facing including Global Warming, Deforestation and Pollution levels in our local environment. Did you know 92%  of the world’s population breathes in polluted air? From writing to Andy Burnham about why we need to make a change fast, to generating artwork from graphs showing the rate of the Amazon being cleared, to making observations and carrying out field work in Cheadle, we have been so proud of the work Year 6 have produced this half term. A truly great start to the year. We really hope our Big Question has left a lasting legacy and that they continue to consider how WE can make a change for a sustainable future.

[image: ]
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Meadow Room ~ Outdoor Fun
The meadow room children love taking every opportunity to be outdoors! This half term we have enjoyed exploring the beautiful maze and woodland as well as practising our balance and coordination using wheeled toys. 
                      [image: C:\Users\rpeacock\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG_0165.JPG]        
                       [image: C:\Users\rpeacock\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG_0165.JPG]
Safety and well-being
Squid Game is currently one of the most popular shows on Netflix and has a rating of age 15 and above. The programme centres around a series of children’s games that have deadly consequence, and is very violent in nature and is not suitable for younger children. The BBFC have awarded Squid Game a 15 rating in the UK for “sexual violence references, injury detail, crude humour, sex, suicide, sexual images, violence. This is very different from the 12a rating which allows younger viewers if they are supported by a parent or other guardian. We know that some parents may not have realised the age certification of the programme and may wish to apply parental controls to Netflix by setting up a Netflix children’s profile, this limits viewing to TV shows and movies which have been carefully selected for children. 
To do this - Go to Netflix.com/account.
· Scroll to 'Profile & Parental Controls 'and click on the profile you want to manage.
· [image: Image]Click 'Change' next to the Viewing Restrictions setting.
· Enter your Netflix password. 
· Set the maturity rating for the programmes and films you want 
Sport and physical development 
Many of our children have spent more time sedentary over the period of the pandemic and so we ensuring that they are spending as much time being active as possible to increase fitness and supporting this by including increased healthy lifestyle opportunities into the curriculum. The Meadowbank Mile continues and as a staff we are reviewing our Dance and Gymnastics curriculum to maximise the impact of 
[image: ]each lesson. Cross-school tournaments are also restarting so please encourage your child to 
get active and get involved.  
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Curriculum      

At Meadowbank Primary School, oracy is a powerful tool for learning; by teaching children to become more effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to better understand themselves, each other and the world around them. It is also a route to social mobility, empowering all children to find their voice to succeed in school and life.
Through a high quality oracy education, children learn through talk and to talk. This is when they develop and deepen their subject knowledge and understanding through talk in the classroom, which has been planned, designed, modelled, scaffolded and structured to enable them to learn the skills needed to talk effectively.
We believe spoken language to be essential in the development and achievement of our children across the curriculum. We strive to develop spoken language skills through the taught curriculum, the hidden curriculum, playtimes and lunchtimes, extra-curricular activities and the whole ethos of the school. 
Respectful and productive relationships between all who form part of the school community are crucial aspects of our oracy ethos. We place a high priority on supporting the development of good speaking and listening skills amongst our children. Correct spoken language and development of vocabulary is fundamental to learning. Speaking and listening play a large part in a child’s progress in all curriculum areas and teachers plan to develop these skills in a wide variety of ways. We aim to develop and encourage fluent speakers, with rich vocabulary, who are confident to operate in a wide range of situations.  
As part of our curriculum offer, this September we launched ‘Communication Roles’






[image: ]We have also developed a set of class discussion guidelines and sentence stems with our children, so they are aware of the conventions of good discussion and can regulate their own, leading to more productive speaking and listening and deeper thinking. We look forward to sharing this with you during the academic year.
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Governors 

Meadowbank Governors are an important part of the wider team at Meadowbank. They act as a critical friend for the school, supporting and challenging school leaders to ensure the best outcomes for your children. We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor, who is an elected member of the governing body. If you are interested in volunteering and care about great education for all our children, please throw your hat in the ring! Having the right skills on the governing body is important but it is more important to have people who are committed to our shared vision. If you want to know more about the role, why not have a chat with our Chair of Governors, just let us know you are interested!

What is a Parent Governor?
An elected member of the governing body who brings a parent perspective to the table. 

What a Parent Governor is not.
The parent governors are not a spokesperson for the wider parent population.
All governors are strategic partners to school and do not get involved in operational issues. 

What is the commitment needed?
Every term would in involve:
Half-Termly meetings of full Governing Body 
Reading and preparation for meetings 
Training sessions - online and in person 
Each governor takes an area of responsibility to focus on behalf of the body and this involves an additional meeting in school per term. 
We are a really friendly and inclusive governing body and the biscuits are great!

Friends of Meadowbank 

Our Friends of Meadowbank group has been a continued immense support during the period of the pandemic. Despite not being able to hold their usual events they have dipped into their reserves to fund class resources and activities. This year, virus allowing, all events will be held and we will enjoy seeing you in school. We are so excited and looking forward to our Christmas fair on the 3rd 
December. If you are able to offer any help to the group or would like to become a member please contact school and we will pass your details on. 
[image: ]
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School dates 2021/2022[image: ]
[image: ]There will be an additional one-day school closure during the year due to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. As a Trust group of schools, we are considering when this can be planned to best support our 
families. We will let you know the date as soon as our Trust Board agrees it.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Dates for Parents – November and December 2021
All dates and activities are Covid safety dependant and may need to be reviewed if cases increase.
During the year we intend to begin to reintroduce parent participation events. These are valuable opportunities for parents to learn alongside their children. Please be patient with us as we carefully build these in whilst retaining sight of our Covid risk assessment. However, we are excited to share that we are planning to hold Christmas performances. 

· Tuesday 2nd November – School Opens after Half term break 

· Tuesday 2nd November - Parents/teacher consultations – 3.30 – 6.00pm - Meadow Room 3.30pm-5.00pm

· Microsoft Team, virtual parent/teacher consultations option:
· Tuesday 2nd November - FS1 virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Thursday 4th November - FS2G virtual parent/teacher consultations – 1.00pm – 4.00pm
· Wednesday 3rd November - FS2T/S virtual parent/teacher consultations – 1.00pm – 4.00pm
· Friday 5th November - 1P virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Thursday 4th November - 1G virtual parent/teacher consultations – 1.00am – 4.00pm
· Wednesday 3rd November - 2S virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Thursday 4th November - 2W virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Tuesday 2nd November - 3C virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Tuesday 2nd November - 3J/F virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Wednesday 3rd November - 4B virtual parent/teacher consultations – 1.00am – 400pm
· Thursday 4th November - 4T virtual parent/teacher consultations – 1.00am – 4.00pm
· Wednesday 3rd November - 5M/T virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Thursday 4th November - 5O virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Wednesday 3rd November - 6T virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Friday 5th November - 6C virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8.30am – 12.30pm
· Thursday 4th November - Meadow Room virtual parent/teacher consultations – 8am – 12pm  
                     
Wednesday 10th November – Open Day tours for 2022 FS applications – 9.30am & 1.30pm 
Tuesday 23rd November – Open Day tours for 2022 FS applications – 9.30am & 1.30pm 
Friday 3rd December – Non-Uniform day – please donate a bottle for the Christmas Fair  
Friday 3rd December – Friends of Meadowbank Christmas Fair – 3.45pm – 6pm 

Christmas performances - ticket only, more information to follow
Monday 6th December       – Years 1 & 2 – 2.15pm 
Tuesday 7th December       – Years 1 & 2 – 9.30am
Wednesday 8th December – Foundation Stage – 9.30am 
Year 3 & 4 – 2.15pm
[image: ]Thursday 9th December     – Year 3 & 4 – 9.30am
                                     Foundation Stage – 2.15pm
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[image: cid:5972cd1c-c917-40c4-a307-5f8379632c10]
Letter Regarding Covid-19  
Dear Parents/carers 
You may be aware that Covid-19 case rates in the Stockport area are higher comparatively to other areas across the country. We wish to reassure you that rates in our school population are comparatively lower, however it is important that we remain vigilant to what could be rising rates and continue to operate with a primary focus on the safety of our whole school community.  
As a Trust, and in conjunction with the Local Authority and our public health team, we would like to ask for your support for the following.
It would be very helpful if you would wear face coverings if you need to come onto our school site, particularly as you drop off and collect your child.   
You may wish to consider how the use of lateral flow tests in your home can reassure you about your child attending school. This may be particularly relevant if someone in your household has Covid-19. In this instance, you could consider using a lateral flow test for all members of the household, including children from Year 3 upwards, for 10 days whilst the positive person is isolating. We would not need receipt or confirmation of any lateral flow tests taken unless they are positive and ask that you let the school know if your child develops symptoms and you book a PCR test.    
[bookmark: _Hlk85711941]Please be assured that requests are in addition to all the existing measures that are in place in the school’s risk assessment. In addition, to our main covid-19 risk assessment, there will also be risk assessments for each event we plan to hold next half term. 
We would appreciate your support for these requests and thank you for the ongoing support you give to the school. We will keep these measures under review, but it is likely that we will need to ask you to continue following these recommendations until the end of the Autumn Term.   
Thank you.  
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The person who develops
or continues an idea.




image30.png
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